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PRESSURING 
PUTIN

 BY STEPHANIE MCCRUMMEN

The Washington Post

The war veteran wakes up 
at 11 a.m. and spends the 
afternoon alone study-
ing, and so it is not until 

early evening, during her shift at 
the restaurant where she works as 
a waitress, that the first lie of the 
day is required.

“Everything OK?” a colleague 
asks.

“It’s fine,” she 
says, and the lying 
is underway.

Lie after lie: This 
has been her life 
since coming home 
last year from Af-
ghanistan — the 
daily maintenance 
of a thousand little fictions to keep 
everyone from finding out what 
happened over there.

The 27-year-old Navy vet-

eran, who wants 
to be identified by 
only her middle 
name, Diana, lies 
to people from her 
unit, saying she 
came home early 
because she had a 
lump in her breast.

She lies to her parents, her 
friends and her boyfriend, who 
knows some of the story but not 
all of it.

She lies because she thinks she 
has to, because of the legal docu-
ment she signed during her fourth 
month at Bagram Air Field, after 
she sneaked over to the hospital 
and asked to see the person who 
handles sexual assaults, after 
a nurse took Polaroid photos of 
bruises on her neck and scratches 
on her back, collected swabs and 
hair samples and put them in a 
brown paper bag.

SEE SPEAK UP ON PAGE 10

For victims, telling the truth often comes with burden

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
speaks during a nationally televised 

question-and-answer session in 
Moscow on Thursday .  

RIA NOVOSTI, PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE/AP

UKRAINE UNREST

� US to maintain presence in 
Poland for remainder of 2014
� Pentagon sending nonlethal 
aid to Ukrainian military
� Russian president asserts 
right to use force in Ukraine
� Tentative agreement reached
Page 6

SEXUAL 
ASSAULT 
IN THE MILITARY
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 BY DAVID NAKAMURA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama’s bid to focus U.S. 
attention on Asia has failed to 
meet the lofty expectations he set 
three years ago in a grand pro-
nouncement that the new empha-
sis would become a pillar of his 
foreign policy.

The result, as Obama prepares 
to travel to the region next week, 
has been a loss of confidence 
among some U.S. allies about the 
administration’s commitment at 
a time of escalating regional ten-
sions. Relations between Japan 
and South Korea are at a low 
point not seen since World War 
II, and China has provoked both 
with aggressive maritime actions 
despite a personal plea to Beijing 
from Vice President Joe Biden in 
December.

“Relations have gone from 
being generally positive at the 
strategic level among the great 
powers to extremely difficult,” 
said Kurt Campbell, a former 
assistant secretary of state who 
helped conceive the Asia strate-
gy. “It’s a much more challenging 
strategic landscape.”

In a glitzy rollout in fall 2011, 
Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton an-
nounced that the United States 
would “pivot” away from long, 
costly wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and ramp up engagement to 
meet China’s rise.

Instead,  during the past year, 
the administration has been 
drawn deeper into crises in tra-
ditional hot spots in the Middle 
East and Eastern Europe. Con-
gressional Democrats blocked 
Obama’s bid to speed up talks 
on a 12- nation Pacific free-trade 
pact at the core of a policy that 
aims to balance military realign-
ment with economic initiatives.

And Obama canceled par-
ticipation in two Asian summits 
because of the government shut-
down last fall.

White House aides say they are 
confident that the president will 
re-energize his Asia strategy by 
visiting seven countries this year 
— Japan, South Korea, Malaysia 
and the Philippines next week 
and China,  Myanmar and Austra-
lia in the fall. Obama met with the 
leaders of the three East Asian na-
tions on the sidelines of a nuclear 
summit in Europe last month.

“Showing up matters a lot in 
Asia. The good news is that it’s 
pretty easily fixable,” said Ben-
jamin Rhodes, a deputy national 
security adviser. “We have the 
benefit of knowing what success 
will look like — and if we achieve 
it, people will think it was worth 
it.”

Despite that optimism, there is 
a feeling outside the administra-
tion that the energy and enthu-
siasm that marked the launch of 
the policy ha ve been lost with the 
departures early last year of Clin-
ton and national security adviser 
Thomas Donilon. Their succes-
sors, John Kerry and Susan Rice, 
respectively, have been focused 
foremost on conflicts in Ukraine 
and Syria, a Middle East peace 
pact and Iran’s nuclear program.

“For a lot of reasons, none egre-
giously negligent, it adds up to us 
not being there,” said Michael 
O’Hanlon, a defense analyst at 
the Brookings Institution. “Per-
ceptions are everything, and now 
the whole idea of the rebalance is 
at risk.”

A few days into her tenure as 
the nation’s top diplomat, Clinton 
held a dinner for her closest ad-
visers on the ornate eighth floor 
of the State Department with 
some longtime Asia policy hands, 
including author Orville Schell.

The message was clear: After 
a decade of war, there would be 
a new emphasis. It was a view in 
sync with Obama’s thinking. The 
president  already had instructed 
his national security staff to con-
duct a review of the military’s 
global presence.

The conclusion of the review, 
Donilon recalled in an interview, 
was that “at the very same time 

that Asia was undergoing the most 
dramatic social and economic de-
velopment in the history of the 
world, the United States was over-
whelmingly focused on military 
efforts in the Middle East.”

For a president with roots in 
Hawaii and Indonesia, a turn to 
Asia made sense. In February 
2009, Clinton’s first trip as sec-
retary of state was to Asia, and 
Obama welcomed Japan’s Taro 
Aso as his first foreign leader to 
visit the White House.

Underpinning the renewed 
focus on Asia was the realization 
that China was moving to fill the 
vacuum of U.S. inattention to the 
region. China’s view in 2008 and 
2009 was that an “arrogant” Unit-
ed States had been knocked down 
by the recession and “there’s 
a new sheriff in town and it’s 
China,” said Campbell, Clinton’s 
top Asia strategist.

On Obama’s first Asia trip, in 
November 2009, Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao embarrassed the 
White House by rejecting the 
administration’s demands on 
China’s currency manipulation 
and refusing to allow questions at 
a joint news conference.

“It turned into a metaphor for 
us supposedly kowtowing to the 
Chinese,” recalled Jeffrey Bader, 
director of Asia affairs for the Na-
tional Security Council from 2009 
to 2011. “The White House was not 
going to let that narrative recur.”

Clinton laid the groundwork 
for a more confrontational U.S. 
stance with China when, on a trip 
to Vietnam in July 2010, she de-
clared that resolving a territorial 
dispute between Southeast Asian 
nations and China in the South 
China Sea was a “leading diplo-
matic priority.”

By the following year, admin-
istration officials agreed it was 
time for a bold recalibration of 
their Asia policy.

As White House staffers plot-
ted a presidential trip to Asia in 
fall 2011, Campbell arranged for 
Clinton to pen a cover story in 
Foreign Policy magazine.

Clinton’s 5,600-word treatise, 
titled “America’s Pacific Centu-
ry,” was published in October, a 
month before Obama’s nine-day 
trip, and it was the first public 
signal of the administration’s 
“pivot” — a word Clinton used 
three times — to the region.

A chief aim, aides said, was to 
enlist Beijing as a partner on the 

global stage by demanding that it 
live up to its responsibilities as a 
rising world power.

Clinton also reaffirmed tradi-
tional alliances, pledged greater 
U.S. economic investment, em-
phasized democratic values and 
vowed to pursue new, multilateral 
organizations, especially in South-
east Asia, to mitigate conflicts.

The essay, followed by Obama’s 
trip, aimed to “grab people by 
the lapels” and “communicate to
them, ‘This is what we really care
about; this is what you should 
judge us on,’ ” Rhodes said.

Several Asia initiatives were
ripening in different government
agencies, and the White House
packaged them together for the 
president to unveil.

Obama pledged in Hawaii that
the U.S. would play a lead role
in negotiations over the Trans-
 Pacific Partnership, a large-scale,
multi national free-trade pact. In
Australia, he announced plans 
for a rotating contingent of 2,500 
Marines to be based in Darwin.

 On his final stop, at the East
Asia Summit in Bali, Indonesia,
Obama made the biggest splash
— announcing that Clinton would
become the first U.S. secretary
of state to visit the long-isolated
nation of Burma in 50 years.
The dramatic gesture was given 
the green light only after Obama 
called democratic opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi from 
Air Force One en route to Bali to 
win her blessing.

 A year later, in November 2012,
Clinton made a second trip there,
this time aboard Air Force One 
with Obama.

Since then, China has become
convinced that the U.S. strategy
is aimed primarily at containing
its rising influence.

Obama, hoping for a fresh start
with China’s Xi Jinping, who
succeeded Hu last year, invited
him to the Sunnylands Estate in
Rancho Mirage, Calif., in June 
— a setting picked for its relaxed
atmosphere.

But in the fall, Beijing declared 
an air defense zone above con-
tested waters in the East China
Sea, provoking angry responses 
from Japan and South Korea. 

Last week, during a visit to Bei-
jing, Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel traded barbs with his Chi-
nese counterpart, who declared 
that China’s military “can never
be contained.” 

“The basic commandment 
of the Water Bureau is 
to provide clean, cold 
and constant water to 
its customers. And the 

premise behind that is we 
don’t have pee in it.”
— Portland, Ore., Water Bureau 

Administrator David Shaff, on a plan 
to drain the city’s 7.5 million-gallon 

reservoir after a man urinated into it

See story on Page 13
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President Barack Obama speaks 
Wednesday  in Oakdale, Pa. 
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Answers
sought
on Army
transfers

Sailors rescue mom, daughter hiking in jungles of Guam
Stars and Stripes

Sailors from Andersen Air 
Force Base rescued a 44-year-old 
woman and her 11-year-old daugh-
ter from the jungles of Guam on 
Thursday after they became sepa-
rated from friends and family on 
a spring break hiking trip, accord-
ing to media reports.

They went missing in Yona on 
Wednesday evening while hik-

ing to Tarzan Falls, according to 
KUAM News Guam. The Navy, 
which operates the only rotary-
wing assets on the island, was 
called to help, Navy officials said.

Sailors from Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 25 began 
search-and-rescue efforts around 
11 p.m. Wednesday. At 8:50 a.m. 
Thursday, a Navy MH-60S heli-
copter recovered and transported 
the pair to U.S. Naval Hospital 

Guam for treatment. Navy offi-
cials said any injuries were not be-
lieved to be life-threatening.

The incident is the 11th search-
and-rescue mission for the squad-
ron this year. The Navy worked in 
close concert with the Department 
of Homeland Security, Guam Fire 
Department and Police, the De-
partment of Agriculture and local 
volunteers, KUAM reported.

“HSC-25 continually trains our 

pilots and crews to handle any 
situation, any time day or night, 
whether on the water or on land,” 
HSC-25 Cmdr. Gregory Leland 
said . “This rescue is a direct re-
sult of the skills our crews develop
during combat training for de-
ployed missions in and around the
region, and put to use saving lives
right here on Guam.”  

news@stripes.com

 BY TOM VANDEN BROOK

USA Today

 WASHINGTON — A prominent 
senator and persistent critic of the 
military’s response to sexual as-
sault is demanding data about the 
588 soldiers the Army removed 
from sensitive posts after the 
military’s sexual assault scandal 
prompted a re-screening.

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-
N.Y., who chairs the Armed Ser-
vices Committee’s personnel 
panel, wrote to Lt. Gen. Howard 
Bromberg, the Army’s top officer 
for personnel late Tuesday de-
manding information on the 588 
soldiers whose status was first re-
ported by USA Today.

“I am concerned that there has 
not been more public informa-
tion about who these people are, 
the nature and degree of the dis-
qualifying offenses, and the cur-
rent status of these individuals,” 
she wrote.

Bromberg had testified be-
fore Gillibrand’s committee last 
week but offered little specific 
information about the cases. He 
noted that there were 10 catego-
ries of offenses that could have 
cost soldiers their jobs as recruit-
ers, instructors or sexual assault 
counselors. 

The vast majority have been re-
assigned, some to their old infan-
try or artillery units. Bromberg 
didn’t mention  that the Army is 
seeking to kick 79 of those sol-
diers out the military for good.

The Army has denied the pa-
per’s requests for details of the 
offenses that disqualified the 
soldiers, requiring it to file a fed-
eral Freedom of Information Act 
request. Gillibrand, whose legis-
lation very nearly wrested com-
manders’ authority to prosecute 
sex crimes, won’t be so easily put 
off.

Her questions are polite but 
targeted: “Could you please pro-
vide me with the disqualifying 
offenses and tell me how many 
soldiers were disqualified under 
each category of offense and from 
what position?”

In a way, the Army is a victim 
of its own diligence. Unlike the 
other services, it screened more 
personnel and scrubbed them 
harder. Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel has asked the other ser-
vices to consider the Army’s ap-
proach and determine if it suits 
them.

After initially disqualifying 
five sailors, the Navy reconsid-
ered and reassigned 151 person-
nel. The Air Force found two 
unfit for sensitive duty. The Ma-
rines cleared everybody they had 
screened. 
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Pakistani Taliban end cease-fire, setting back peace prospects
 Bloomberg News

KARACHI, Pakistan — Pakistani Tal-
iban militants said they were ending a 
cease-fire with Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s government, a blow to efforts to 
end more than a decade of violence in the 
nuclear-armed nation.

“The government failed to show any 
progress on our basic and just demands,” 
Shahidullah Shahid, a spokesman for the 
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, said 
in an emailed statement Wednesday. “The 
decision not to extend the cease-fire has 
been taken unanimously after a meeting of 
the central council.”

Sharif is seeking to reach a deal with 
Taliban militants operating near Afghani-
stan to bring peace and bolster his nation’s 

$225 billion economy. Any fresh violence 
by the Taliban will put pressure on the 
prime minister to mount military opera-
tions against them.

“I suspect the Taliban will now carry 
out attacks on the security forces, but not 

the people, so as to show that they are only 
punishing the forces for not accepting their 
demands,” said Rashid Ahmed Khan, head 
of the international relations department 
at the University of Sargodha in Punjab 
province. “This is definitely a setback to 

the peace process.”
The TTP had agreed to a cease-fire 

through April 10 to facilitate talks to end
violence that has killed more than 50,000 
people since 2001.

The Taliban have demanded the re-
lease of 300 people whom they say are
family members of militants detained in
government jails. The government has so 
far freed 19 prisoners. Militants are also
demanding the establishment of a “peace-
zone” for militants.

 The Taliban have accused the govern-
ment of killing more than 50 of their mem-
bers detained in government jails despite
the cease-fire and arresting more than 200 
people for suspected links to the militants. 

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 PIRMASENS, Germany — 
With fewer Western forces on the 
ground to backstop Afghan troops, 
the U.S. and NATO are rushing 
medical supplies to Afghanistan’s 
police and army in anticipation of 
a violent fighting season.

NATO’s training mission in Af-
ghanistan  just spent more than 
$6 million on 325 ambulance 
kits, which began streaming into 
the country on cargo planes last 
month.

The kits contain roughly the 
same equipment found on U.S. 
Army ground ambulances, such 
as spine boards and intravenous 
fluids. The coalition has largely 
favored helicopters over ground 
evacuation in Afghanistan. For the 
most part, though, Afghan forces 
won’t have that kind of air support 
once the coalition leaves.

Afghans are still developing 
their casualty evacuation system, 
said Air Force Col. Maria Gue-
vara, training mission command 
surgeon. While they have a small 
fleet of helicopters that can be 
used for aerial medevac, “most of 
their movement is going to be by 
ground,” she said. 

The ambulance kits, which in-
clude supplies to outfit the vari-
ety of ambulances that have been 
donated to Afghan forces over the 
past few years, are likely to be 
the last major purchase of medi-
cal supplies that NATO makes for 
Afghan troops, Guevara said.  Af-
ghan forces will now be expected 
to procure their own supplies. 

 The Afghan army and police are 
still learning the basics of running 
their supply systems, Guevara 
said.

“They’re working on it — on 
how to identify their consumption 

rates, their fill rates,” Guevara 
said. “And they’re also working on 
their distribution process.”

Even for the U.S. Army, which 
has vast experience in this arena, 
it was a challenge getting the sup-
plies to Afghanistan on NATO’s 
tight deadline.

U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Center, Europe — the primary 
supplier of medical supplies for all 
military hospitals and operations 
in Europe, Africa and Afghani-
stan — typically takes four to six 
months to fill orders, and most 
aren’t as large as what NATO 

asked for, said Lt. Col. Sean Mc-
Murry,  materiel management di-
vision chief. 

With this order, NATO wanted 
$6.3 million worth of supplies de-
livered in less than two months. 

While the center is well-stocked 
for contingencies, it didn’t have 
on hand many of the items NATO 
asked for, such as suction ma-
chines and splints, or in the quan-
tity needed.  

The center scraped the supplies 
together with help from other 
military agencies in Europe and 
the U.S. and its civilian suppliers, 

some of which had to restart pro-
duction lines to fill the order, Mc-
Murry said. 

A critical shortage of intrave-
nous fluids caused by production 
disruptions at three major U.S. 
manufacturers nearly derailed 
the entire project. Both saline and 
lactated Ringer’s solution — items 
that are essential to treat the type 
of wounds that are common in 
combat — are essentially being 
rationed in the U.S. 

Because the fluids were bound 
for Afghan and not American 
forces, the materiel center was 

authorized to buy non-FDA-ap-
proved fluids from a British man-
ufacturer in order to get the kits
to Afghanistan before the spring
fighting season.

“Had we not gone to the U.K.
for that, we probably would still be 
sitting here today waiting to pack
boxes,” McMurry said. 

The first batch of 60 kits shipped 
out on March 10; the last sets were
being handed over to Afghan forc-
es last week, Guevara said. 

millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

NATO gives Afghans $6M in medical supplies

‘ I suspect the Taliban will now carry out attacks 
on the security forces, but not the people, so as to 
show that they are only punishing the forces for not 
accepting their demands. ’

Rashid Ahmed Khan
University of Sargodha head of the international relations

MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes

Spc. Christopher Hill, of the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center, Europe, runs a diagnostic test on a suction machine for delivery to Afghan 
forces. NATO purchased 325 ambulance kits to supply Afghan soldiers and police ahead of the fighting season. 
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, is giving 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff an un-
usual and potentially powerful 
opportunity to convince senators 
they risk a readiness crisis if they 
don’t take significant steps this 
year to slow growth in military 
compensation.

All seven of the nation’s top 
four-star officers are to testify 
May 6, a rare event. They are 
expected  to urge support for pay 
and benefit curbs.  

The scene will be in sharp con-
trast to pleadings for higher pay 
by service chiefs during earlier 
times of crisis for the all-volun-
teer military.

The Joint Chiefs hope to make 
clear the dilemma Congress has 
created by trying to shield com-
pensation from the effects of 
the 2011 Budget Control Act of 
2011, with its deep cuts to over-
all defense spending and its 
automatic enforcement tool of 
sequestration.

The chiefs have said their bud-
gets for 2015 and beyond offer a 
balanced approach to absorbing 
those cuts because they include 
$2.1 billion in compensation 
curbs next year and $30 billion 
in pay and benefit savings over 
five years. If Congress won’t back 
those, or offer alternative offsets, 
then the arbitrary across-the-
board defense cuts of sequestra-
tion kick in.

The 28-star panel is expected 
to present fresh details on the 
consequences of that, for force 
structure, unit training, equip-
ment and facility maintenance, 
worldwide operations and overall 
readiness.

Levin also 
has invited a 
second panel, 
of military 
association 
presidents, to 
testify. At least 
some of them 
will oppose any 
rise in troop or 
retiree out-of-
pocket costs. 
To date, the 
most influen-
tial lawmakers 
on personnel 
matters are em-
bracing that 
message, and 
shrugging off 
the warnings of 
defense civilian 
and military 
leaders.

Chairmen 
and ranking 
members of the 
military personnel subcommit-
tee — Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-N.Y., and Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C.; Reps. Joe Wilson, R-S.C., 
and Susan Davis, D-Calif. — have 
suggested in recent hearings 
they will oppose any curbs on 
compensation.

The Pentagon proposals they 
bristle at would: 
� Cap military pay raises for 

several more years, starting with 
a 1 percent raise cap in January 

2015 to match the 2014 increase.
� Dampen increases in basic 

allowances for housing until BAH 
recipients, on average, pay 5 per-
cent of rental costs out of pocket.
� Consolidate TRICARE health 

insurance options into a preferred 
provider network that would have 
new fees and also higher fees.
� Make a phased cut in taxpay-

er support of commissaries so av-
erage savings on groceries drop 
from 30 percent to 10 percent. 

The Military Coalition, an 
umbrella group of 33 associa-
tions and veteran groups, has 
urged lawmakers to reject this 
“piecemeal” approach to curb-
ing compensation and await the 
recommendations of the Military 
Compensation and Retirement 
Modernization Commission due 
next February.

Retired Air Force Col. Mike 
Hayden, testifying on behalf of 
The Military Coalition before the 
House military personnel sub-
committee, lauded the commis-
sion’s “holistic” approach to pay 
reform, and dinged Pentagon ini-
tiatives as just transferring more 
costs onto “the backs of the ben-
eficiaries [to] free up additional 
funding for other priorities within 
the department.”

Davis asked Hayden whether 
it “makes a difference” if it’s the 
Pentagon this year recommend-
ing changes that affect quality 
of life for military families or if 
its an independent commission 
doing so next year.

“The differ-
ence is their 
charter. They 
are not looking 
at a budget-cut-
ting drill, which 
this definitely 
is,” Hayden 
said, pointing 
to the DOD’s 
budget.

Also, com-
mission mem-
bers have 
given assur-
ances their 
priority is not 
to cut pay and 
benefits but to 
make military 
compensation 
more efficient 
and possibly 
provide bet-
ter benefits, 
Hayden said. 
That “could end 
up improving 

retention and recruiting, which 
is the overall driver for strong 
readiness.”

The Pentagon proposal draw-
ing the harshest criticism from 
lawmakers and family advocates 
would lower the commissary 
appropriation from $1.4 billion 
down to $400 million over three 
years. Wilson praised current 
shopper savings and also the jobs 
that commissaries provide for 
family members.

“It’s unique and simply can’t be 
recreated,” Wilson said.

 Even military exchange execu-
tives reacted with alarm to a first 
draft of the legislative proposal 
to implement commissary cuts, 
warning the entire military re-
sale system could be at risk. That 
proposal is being modified. By 
mid-April, lawmakers still didn’t 
have bill language to consider.

In a March 26 memo, acting 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Christine Fox described the de-
partment’s scramble to shape a 
legislative proposal “that stands 
the greatest chance of enactment 
on a complex topic with the poten-
tial to impact not only our service 
members, their families and re-
tirees, but also the exchange sys-
tem and MWR (morale, welfare 
and recreation) funds” which are 
exchange profits used for on-base, 

quality-of-life programs.
Fox said the revised proposal 

would make two “significant 
changes to current statute” gov-
erning commissaries: lift one re-
striction that goods must be sold 
at cost, and another that commis-
saries can sell only brand names.

“These two changes will pro-
vide … enough price and product 
flexibility,” Fox wrote, for com-
missaries to save $200 million in 
fiscal 2015.

Otherwise, current store op-
erations should be sustained, she 
said, while the department re-
views “what additional changes 
to statute may be required” to 
make the Defense Commissary 
Agency self-sustaining even with 
its annual appropriation cut by $1 
billion.

“This review should consider 
… having commissaries adopt an 

Exchange-like business model
and other options for consolida-
tion of commissary and Exchange
functions,” Fox wrote.

Hayden warned that if shopper
savings fall to 10 percent, the an-
nounced target, patrons will go
elsewhere and stores will close. 
Defense officials have said that’s
not the intent but they don’t dis-
pute the possibility.

That angers family advocates. 
Kathleen Moakler, with the Na-
tional Military Family Associa-
tion, told the Senate subcommittee 
that for every dollar spent to run
commissaries last year, “mili-
tary families realized two dollars
in savings. Why are we messing 
with a successful system?”
 To comment, write Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, or email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

MILITARY

Joint Chiefs to testify in support of pay curbs
MILITARY
 UPDATE

Pentagon proposals 
� Cap military pay raises for 
several more years, starting 
with a 1 percent raise cap in 
January 2015 to match the 
2014 increase.
� Dampen increases in basic 
allowances for housing until 
BAH recipients, on average, 
pay 5 percent of rental costs 
out of pocket.
� Consolidate TRICARE health 
insurance options into a pre-
ferred provider network that 
would have new and higher 
fees.
� Make a phased cut in 
taxpayer support of commis-
saries so average savings on 
groceries drop from 30 percent 
to 10 percent. 
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UKRAINE UNREST

BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 The U.S. Air Force will main-
tain an enhanced presence in Po-
land for the remainder of the year 
as part of an effort to reassure 
allies in the region  alarmed by 
Russian aggression in neighbor-
ing Ukraine, Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel said Thursday.

Hagel also urged allies to con-
tribute to the U.S. air detach-
ment mission in Poland, where 
U.S. F-16s and about 200 troops 
have maintained a steady pres-
ence since the start of the crisis 
in Ukraine. 

“We’re committed to maintain-
ing that augmented presence to 
the end of the year,” Hagel said 
during a joint news conference at 
the Pentagon with Polish Defense 
Minister Tomasz Siemoniak.

The U.S. and Poland also will 
cooperate more in other areas 
with an emphasis on rotational 
missions and exercises, Hagel 
said. Other measures in the 
works include closer collabora-
tion between U.S. and Polish spe-
cial operations forces, additional 
Air Force training initiatives and 
pressing on with the current air 
detachment program and missile 
defense efforts.

“We should take advantage 
of the opportunity to work more 
closely,” Hagel said. 

Since Russia’s annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula, al-
lies in eastern Europe, long wary 
of Russian intentions in the re-
gion, have watched events unfold 
with growing unease.

To reassure Poland and other 
allies in the east, the U.S. quickly 
bolstered its presence in the re-
gion, including adding rotations 
of F-16s in Poland for training 
missions and bolstering air polic-
ing  over the Baltics.

NATO surveillance aircraft 
also have been deployed to Poland 
and Romania to monitor events in 
Ukraine. The  USS Donald Cook 
has been deployed to the Black 
Sea.  

Moscow has repeatedly as-
sured the U.S. and NATO that it 
has no intention of invading east-
ern Ukraine. However, on Thurs-
day, President Valdimir Putin 

said he had the authority to use 
force, but hoped that would not be 
necessary.

On Wednesday, NATO took ad-
ditional measures aimed at re-
assuring allies, focused mainly 
on an intensification of steps al-
ready underway: ramping up of 
NATO’s air policing mission over 
the Baltics and the deployment of 
more allied ships into the Baltic 
Sea and eastern Mediterranean. 
More training missions and exer-
cises also are in the works.

The U.S. also has offered ad-
ditional staff to assist NATO with 
updating its defense plans, Hagel 
said.

The next step will be for allies 
to make troop contributions for 
the new effort in the east and gen-
erate a deployment schedule.

Hagel did not offer specific de-
tails about how the U.S. will con-
tribute to those efforts, noting that 
plans were still being crafted.

Meanwhile, the U.S. also will 
supply Ukraine military and bor-
der control units with a range of 
supplies such as medical equip-
ment, helmets, and water purifi-
cation systems, Hagel said.

In light of Russian aggression 
in Ukraine, Poland has no choice 
but to invest more in defense and 

forge closer ties with the U.S., 
Siemoniak said.

“Things must not be taken for 
granted,” he said. “We want to 
watch our interest and we are 
making a significant effort to 
modernize our forces. There is no 
other way for us to guarantee our 
own security.”

When asked if he was con-
cerned Russia could aim to strike 
out against others in the region, 
Hagel did not rule out such a 
move.

“We have to look, based on 
past actions, at every possibility,” 
Hagel said.
vandiver.john@stripes.com

 BY SERGEI L. LOIKO

Los Angeles Times

MOSCOW — Russia may in-
vade southeast Ukraine to protect 
the local population, President 
Vladimir Putin said Thursday.

Speaking live at his annual 
call-in show in a Moscow tele-
vision studio, Putin implied he 
reserves the right to move Rus-
sian troops into the neighboring 
country on behalf of pro-Russian 
residents.

“We know quite well that we 
must do our best to protect their 
rights and help them indepen-
dently decide their fate and we 
will struggle for that,” Putin said. 
“I remind you that the Federa-
tion Council of Russia (the upper 

house of Parliament) empowered 
the president to use the armed 
forces in Ukraine.”

But Putin added that he hoped 
he would not have to resort to 
that.

Putin’s threat suggests that 
Russia’s armed intervention 
in Ukraine is a looming real-
ity, Ukrainian political scientist 
Vadim Karasyov said.

“Today Putin in fact set up an 
ultimatum for Kiev to either allow 
a wide federalization of Ukraine 
with vast powers for eastern re-
gions allowing Moscow to regain 
its political and economic con-
trol over them without formally 
annexing them, or to face a full-
scale armed invasion resulting 
from which Moscow will estab-

lish its military control over at 
least the southeast of Ukraine,” 
Karasyov, director of Kiev-based 
Institute for Global Strategies, 
said in a phone interview.

“He made his terms quite clear 
today.”

Putin also reiterated his posi-
tion that the southeast regions of 
Ukraine for centuries were Rus-
sian territories called Novoros-
siya or New Russia, and it was the 
Bolshevik leadership in the early 
20th century that handed those 
regions over to the newly formed 
Soviet Ukraine.

Putin lashed out at the lack of 
democracy and attacks on oppo-
sition candidates in the course 
of the current presidential cam-
paign in Ukraine and refused to 

recognize the legitimacy of the 
interim government in Kiev.

“We consider the current 
Ukraine authorities illegitimate 
as they have no national mandate 
to run the country,” Putin said. 

Putin: Russia may invade Ukraine to protect locals

Agreement 
to ease 
tensions
is reached

 The Associated Press

The turmoil in Ukraine domi-
nated the European landscape
Thursday high-level talks were 
held in Geneva  as three protesters
were killed in a clash in southern
Ukraine.

In Geneva, diplomats from the
United States, European Union, 
Russia and Ukraine reached
agreement after marathon talks
Thursday on immediate steps to 
ease the crisis.

The tentative agreement puts 
on hold — for now at least — ad-
ditional economic sanctions the
West had prepared to impose on
Russia if the talks were fruitless.
And that will ease pressure both
on Moscow and nervous Europe-
an Union nations that depend on
Russia for their energy.

U.S. Secretary of State John
Kerry called the deal the result
of a “good day’s work” but em-
phasized that the words on paper
must be followed by concrete
actions. He said he had warned 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov that Moscow would 
soon feel the brunt of new sanc-
tions should it not follow through
on its commitments under the
agreement.

 The agreement, reached after
seven hours of negotiation in Ge-
neva, requires all sides to refrain
from violence, intimidation or
provocative actions. 

It calls for the disarming of all 
illegally armed groups and for
control of buildings seized by pro-
Russian separatists to be turned
back to authorities.

It also gives amnesty to pro-
testers who comply with the de-
mands, except those found guilty
of capital crimes.

 In Ukraine, three pro-Russian 
protesters were killed and 13 in-
jured during an attempted raid 
overnight on a Ukrainian National
Guard base in the Black Sea port
of Mariupol, Ukraine’s authorities
said.

The Interior Ministry said a
mob of around 300 people armed
with stun grenades and firebombs
were involved in the bloodiest epi-
sode to date in the insurgency. 

US forces to stay in Poland until end of ’14

SERGEI GRITS/AP

Ukrainian soldiers are seen through the windshield of a military vehicle bearing bullet holes on Thursday 
in a Ukrainian National Guard base stormed the night before in Mariupol, Ukraine . Three pro-Russian 
protesters were killed and 13 injured during an attempted raid of the base, Ukraine authorities said.
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[Congress was] just looking for 
some sort of permission. They 
needed someone to go along 
with it, someone to quote (NOT 
an elected official, not subject 
to political parties) to the people 
when we come to hold them 
accountable.

— Jim Stevens  

Ending entitlements is always 
unpopular but this guy had it 
right. We are an entitlement mil-
itary that whine and whine and 
whine. ... I for one am among 
many who are just sick and 
tired of hearing the whining and 
support curbing military benefits 
even though it will directly affect 
me and my family.

— Jay  

A job that pays its employees 
to live comfortably is a must. 
Our military will attract higher 
qualified men and women if 
the pay is reasonable. These 
people in the military have 
families and need to know 
while they are away their family 
is taken care of.

— Michael Macias  

This guy needs a reality check. 
Right now we have more 
military families living off food 
stamps, welfare, WIC and other 
programs because they aren’t 
paid enough to put food on the 
table, clothes on the back of 
their children and he wants to 
lower their pay.

— Annette Mayer  

 “Marines don’t run around 
[asking] about compensation, 
benefits, retirement moderniza-
tion. That’s not on their minds.” 
That’s because the only Marines 
who are allowed to speak with 
you are the brainwashed ones 
who have been given preloaded 
questions that were devised by 
SNCOs and Officers.

— Chris Stiffler  

Taking flak on
benefits cuts

Readers respond:

In April 9 testimony, Sgt. 
Maj. of the Marine Corps Mi-
cheal Barrett told lawmakers 
that Marines were more con-
cerned about readiness than 
pay and benefits. A social 
media firestorm ensued, and 
Barrett wrote an open letter to 
Marines saying he was misun-
derstood, but that personnel 
costs must be reined in. 

stripes.com

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

MILITARY

 BY KAREN DEYOUNG

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Syria’s op-
position fighters have been sup-
plied with U.S.-made anti-tank 
missiles, the first time a major 
American weapons system has 
appeared in rebel hands.

It is unclear how the rebels ob-
tained the wire-guided missiles, 
which are capable of penetrat-
ing heavy armor and fortifica-
tions and are standard in the U.S. 
military arsenal. The United 
States has sold them in the past to 
Turkey, among other countries, 
and the Pentagon approved the 
sale of 15,000 of the weapons to 
Saudi Arabia in December. Both 
countries aid Syrian opposition 
groups.

U.S. officials declined to dis-
cuss the origin of the weapons 
but did not dispute that the rebels 
have them.

Their appearance on the 
ground in Syria coincides with a 
U.S. commitment this year to es-
calate a CIA-run program to sup-
ply and train vetted “moderate” 
rebel groups, and to improve co-
ordination with other opposition 
backers.

“The United States is commit-
ted to building the capacity of the 
moderate opposition, including 
through the provision of assis-
tance to vetted members of the 
moderate armed opposition,” Na-
tional Security Council spokes-
woman Bernadette Meehan said. 
“As we have said, we are not going 
to detail every single type of our 
assistance.”

Videos showing rebels using 
the weapons were first uploaded 
to YouTube between April 1 and 5 
by Harakat Hazm, a moderate in-
surgent splinter group, according 
to Charles Lister, a visiting fellow 
at the Brookings Doha Center, 
who was among the first to iden-
tify the so-called TOW, or Tube-
launched, Optically-tracked, 

Wire-guided, anti-tank missiles.
In an article published last 

week by Jane’s Defense Weekly, 
Lister noted that any country that 
transferred U.S. weapons to third 
parties was required to notify 
the United States and receive its 
approval.

The United States secretly sup-
plied hundreds of TOWs to Iran 
during the Reagan administra-

tion’s arms-for-hostages arrange-
ment in the 1980s. But Lister 
noted that the weapons shown 
in the newly released videos ap-
pear in good condition and with 
configurations different from the 
1980s version.

Iran is a principal backer of 
Syrian President Bashar  Assad’s 
government, the other side in the 
civil war. 

Commissioning delayed 
for USS North Dakota 

GROTON, Conn.  — The com-
missioning of the $2.6 billion sub-
marine that will become the USS
North Dakota has been postponed
because of issues with the design
of the bow and component parts,
the Navy said Wednesday.

The attack submarine was chris-
tened in November at the shipyard 
of Navy contractor Electric Boat
in Groton. It had been scheduled
to join the fleet with a commis-
sioning ceremony May 31.

Colleen O’Rourke, a Washing-
ton-based spokeswoman for Naval 
Sea Systems Command, said the
cause of the problems remains
under investigation and it is not 
clear which contractor might be
responsible. A new date for the 
commissioning ceremony has not 
been set.   

Militia leader pleads 
guilty to identity theft 

MINNEAPOLIS  — A self-de-
scribed militia commander from 
Minnesota who was charged with 
stealing identification informa-
tion from members of his former
Army unit at Fort Bragg in North 
Carolina has pleaded guilty to 
identity theft.

Prosecutors sa id Keith Michael
Novak  planned to use the stolen
information to make fake IDs for
members of his militia, the 44th
Spatha Libertas. He entered his
guilty plea Monday on the single
count in federal court in Minne-
apolis as part of a plea agreement,
according to court papers. Judge
Patrick Schiltz ordered that he
remain in custody. A sentencing 
date has not been set. 
From The Associated Press

 SCREENSHOT/YouTube.com

This screenshot from a video on YouTube reportedly shows Syrian rebels using U.S.-made TOW, or 
Tube-launched, Optically-tracked, Wire-guided, anti-tank missiles.

Syrian rebel fighters obtain 
US-made anti-tank missiles

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/openletter



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 8     F3HIJKLM Friday, April 18, 2014

BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes 

FOULENG, Belgium — Some 
townspeople here still remem-
ber that day in April 1944 when a 
burning American B-17 screamed 
low overhead,  crashed and explod-
ed in a nearby field.

Crippled by German flak, the 
bomber sailed like a flaming 
arrow into ground now occupied 
by dozens of grazing cows. Anto-
nio De la Serna, who was 11 when 
he witnessed the  crash, shudders 
when recalling the sputtering roar 
of the dying engines.

“We were quite afraid,” he said.
Seven decades later, the town of 

Fouleng celebrates that day as if it 
were a holiday. Four Americans 
bailed out before impact. One was 
captured by the Germans; three 
were rescued by local  residents. It 
was the villagers’ first brush with 
the forces that would, five months 
later, liberate Belgium. 

“The reason we are here in 
Fouleng is that we all have a duty 
to remember,” Mayor Christian 
Leclercq said in a ceremony Sun-
day, marking 70 years to the day 
that the Flying Fortress crashed 
here. “For you Americans, it is to 
show your affection to the service-
members who defended the coun-
try. For us Belgians, it is to thank 
the Americans for joining World 
War II against the invasion of the 
Nazis.”

The commemoration drew at 
least 100 people — the best-at-
tended event marking the crash 
since a church service in 1944.

Those numbers were driven 
largely by the return of Troy Hol-
lar, 94, the sole surviving member 
of that ill-fated flight, and of more 

than 20 family members of the 
crew.

Time is also a critical factor.
Commemorations across the 

continent are pulling out all the 
stops this year to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the last full year of 
World War II, with an expectation 
that by the next major milestone 
in five years there might not be 
many WWII veterans to celebrate 
with.

The Netherlands American 
Cemetery, where 8,301 U.S. ser-
vicemembers from World War 
II are buried, is the second-most 
visited American cemetery in Eu-
rope — only Normandy gets more 
traffic. Yet despite healthy at-
tendance of between 250,000 and 
300,000 visitors annually, only 
three veterans of the war have vis-
ited in the last year, said Richard 
Arsenault, the cemetery’s assis-
tant superintendent.

Not long ago, much of his time 
was spent accommodating veter-
ans and their direct descendants.

“But now we realize that we are 

getting less,” he said. Visits by the 
siblings of World War II veterans 
also are in steep decline; same, 
too, for their children. 

“We are getting a lot of, ‘He was 
our great uncle,’ or things like 
that,” Arsenault said. 

Still, interest in the cemetery 
has not waned. Numerous groups, 
many of them made up of World 
War II enthusiasts from around 
Europe, jostle to get their events 
on the cemetery’s calendar.

The crush is even more severe 
in Normandy, a large region of 

northern France where tens of 
thousands of Allied troops landed 
on five widely spread beaches on 
June 6, 1944, to establish the foot-
hold that would lead to Germany’s 
defeat. Accommodations at local 
hotels have long been booked solid 
for the days of parades, fireworks, 
re-enactments and visits by world 
leaders that will commemorate 
the largest amphibious assault in 
history.

There are scores — if not hun-
dreds — of other events around 
the Continent over the next year, 

leading up to the 70th anniversary
on May 8, 2015, of the Allied Victo-
ry in Europe . Many are organized 
by local groups and not much pub-
licized. Others draw huge crowds
and celebrities.

On April 28, a group dedicated
to preserving the history of Ex-
ercise Tiger — a large-scale re-
hearsal for the D-Day invasion of 
Normandy — will hold a memorial
service in honor of the 946 Ameri-
can servicemen who died at Slap-
ton Sands in Devon, England.  

SEE BELGIANS ON PAGE 9  

REMEMBERING WWII

Belgians recall
US bomber shot 
down in 1944

PHOTOS BY MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes

Troy Hollar, center, speaks with an American airmen moments before he is granted honorary citizenship 
in the village of Silly (Fouleng), Belgium, where his B-17 bomber crashed in World War II. Hollar and 
three others survived, bailing out before the plane hit the ground.

Town holds commemoration; 
families tend American graves

Cows graze near an American flag that marks the spot where an 
American B-17 bomber crashed in a field in Fouleng, Belgium, on 
April 13, 1944. 

Ernest Schrasser, who cares for the grave of Staff Sgt. Raymond Marz at the Netherlands American 
Cemetery in Margraten, shows a picture of his parents undertaking the same task. Schrasser’s father 
adopted the grave in 1946, and the job of caring for it has been in the family ever since. 

‘ For us Belgians, 
it is to thank the 
Americans for 
joining World 
War II against the 
invasion of the 
Nazis. ’

Mayor Christian Leclercq 
Fouleng
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REMEMBERING WWII

Families bound by aviators most never knew
BY MATT MILLHAM

Stars and Stripes

 MARGRATEN, Netherlands — 
Lois O’Keefe touched the ghostly 
white marble of her father’s grave 
marker for the first time Saturday 
— one day shy of the 70th anniver-
sary of his death.

She never knew the man, never 
met him. He died a day before she 
was born, shot down by German 
forces over Belgium during World 
War II.

Through his death, she’s become 
part of a growing ad hoc family of 
surviving family members whose 
lineages all trace back to that one 
flight. 

O’Keefe was among nearly two 
dozen members of this informal 
clan that arrived in Europe last 
week to visit the graves of rela-
tives and walk in the footsteps of 
the crash survivors.

“It both closes the loop in terms 
of seeing his grave and knowing 
where he is, and also opens an-
other channel in my life to all of 
these people who have the same 
experiences, some of whom may 
have some memories of my birth 
father,” said O’Keefe, who was ad-
opted as a baby.

Five other men died with her 
father, Calvin Anthes, when their 
B-17 Flying Fortress was downed 
by German flak guns on April 13, 
1944: Lloyd Brady, James Lavin, 
Louis Benton, James Malone and 
Raymond Marz.

Four men bailed out and sur-
vived the war: Charles Johnson, 
Harold Ashman, Edward Price 
and Troy Hollar. 

Hollar, now 94, is the sole re-
maining member of the crew and 

a conduit to a past his unofficial 
family wants to know more about. 

He doesn’t talk much about 
the war, he said. When his family 
asked him about it, “I told them I 
didn’t do anything different than 
what 10 million other guys did,” 
he said. 

But on Sunday, he opened up a 
bit as he, his children and relatives 
of some of his former crew mates 
took part in a memorial ceremony 
in Fouleng, Belgium, honoring the 
crewmembers. 

A handful of witnesses to the 
crash shared their memories with 
Hollar, who said he remembered 
parachuting into a tree and get-
ting secreted away by a member 
of the Belgian Resistance.

Harold Ashman Jr., son of one of 
those who made it out of the plane, 
was there, too, walking the same 
ground his father parachuted onto 
70 years ago.

“It means a great deal” to be 
here, Ashman said, his voice shak-
ing slightly.

It made him think of what 
his father and all the other men 
who fought in World War II went 

through.
“You just try to put yourself in 

their place — 20-, 21-, 23-year-old 

guys — the courage that they have
just blows you away.”
millham.matthew@stripes.com

MATT MILLHAM/Stars and Stripes 

Richard Arsenault, assistant superintendent of the Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial in 
Margraten,  explains the markings on the headstone of Calvin Anthes to Anthes’ daughter, Lois O’Keefe, 
who was born a day after her father died. Anthes and five other airmen died April 13, 1944, after their 
B-17 bomber was hit by German flak and crashed in Fouleng, Belgium.

‘ You just try to put 
yourself in their 
place — 20-, 21-, 
23-year-old guys 
— the courage that 
they have just blows 
you away. ’

Harold Ashman Jr.
son of one of those who

 made it out of the bomber that
 was shot down over Belgium

FROM PAGE 8

On May 18, Britain’s Prince 
Harry goes to Italy to commemo-
rate four major battles between 
January and May 1944 in which 
nearly a quarter-million Allied 
troops from Britain, the United 
States, Poland, India, France and 
New Zealand took part. Referred 
to by some as the Stalingrad of 
the Italian front, the fourth battle 
ended with the liberation of Monte 
Cassino and opened a passage for 
the Allies to advance on Rome.  

 Celebrations across France will 
dominate much of the late spring 
and early summer, starting with 
the Normandy invasion in June 
and continuing with the libera-
tion of Cherbourg June 26, Caen 
on July 9, and scores of other less-
er-known places along the route 
to Paris, which was retaken by 
friendly forces on Aug. 25, 1944. 

In Belgium, where Fouleng held 
the memorial ceremony Sunday, 
the real celebration kicks off in 
September to mark the country’s 
liberation. From Sept. 5-7, the city 
of Mons will host “Tanks in Town,” 
featuring a large collection of vin-
tage armor to commemorate its 
liberation  by forces from the U.S. 
3rd Armored Division. 

The Netherlands American 
Cemetery and Memorial will be 
host to two concerts and a film 

from Sept. 12-14 to commemorate 
the country’s liberation.

Also starting Sept. 14, the Bel-
gians and Dutch launch a week 
of celebrations marking Opera-
tion Market Garden, the Allies’ 
unsuccessful attempt to bring 
the war to an early end depicted 
in the classic war film “A Bridge 
Too Far.” Though the schedule 
isn’t set, it’s expected to include 
convoys of some 600 vintage mili-
tary vehicles that will drive from 
Leopoldsburg, Belgium, to Veghel, 
Netherlands on Sept. 14 and from 
Veghel to Nijmegen, Netherlands, 
on Sept. 20. 

After that, the winter is pep-
pered with events in remem-
brance of the Battle of the Bulge, 
the German counteroffensive that 
left some 19,000 Americans dead 
and many more wounded or cap-
tured. Thousands of people, many 
in vintage uniforms, are expected 
to take part in road marches and 
re-enactments with special at-
tention placed on the feats of the 
American 101st and 82nd Air-
borne Divisions.

Those events are expected to be 
bigger than usual because, for re-
enactors and other World War II 
enthusiasts, “if [the year] ends in a 
five or a zero, they’re going to want 
to be part of it,” Arsenault said. 
millham.matthew@stripes.com

Belgians: Many towns marking 
70th anniversary of war events
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FROM FRONT PAGE

 After that, she was handed Defense 
Department Form 2910 and told she had 
two choices for reporting rape.

She could file an unrestricted report, 
in which both she and the alleged of-
fender, whom Diana said was her boss, 
would be named and that would launch 
an investigation.

Or she could file what is called a re-
stricted report to preserve her 

anonymity. No names. No 
investigation. No 

one 

would know except doctors and a few 
specified others who did not include 
family, friends or colleagues. 

As Diana understood it, it was a prom-
ise that the U.S. military was making to 
her and she was making to the U.S. mili-
tary: This will be our secret.

The problem of sexual assault in the 
military is well known. What is less well 
understood is the extent to which the 
Pentagon has officially embraced secre-
cy and anonymity as a means of dealing 
with the problem, which has been espe-
cially rampant during the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

A recent Department of Veterans 
Affairs survey found that one in 

four women deployed to those 
wars said they experi-

enced sexual assault, 
defined as any un-
wanted contact from 

groping to rape.
At the same time, at least 

5,274 restricted reports of sex-
ual assault have been filed since 

Congress established the option in 
2005, according to Pentagon fig-

ures. Restricted reports have also 
made up an ever-larger percentage 

of the total sexual assault reports filed 
each year, increasing from 14 percent 
of the total in 2005 to nearly 25 percent 
in 2012.

Pentagon officials cite those rising 
numbers as a success, saying that 
victims might not have filed re-
ports at all or sought medical help 

without the option of complete 
anonymity.

 “We knew there were 
people not reporting be-

cause they did not want 
an investigation, who 
wanted to remain a lit-
tle bit hidden, wanted 
to keep it personal, 
but also wanted ac-
cess to medical 
care,” said Cath-
erine Wilkinson, a 
spokeswoman for 
the Pentagon’s 
Sexual Assault 
Prevention 
and Response 
Office. “So 
restricted re-
porting opens 
the door for 
them to start 
healing while 
maintaining their 
privacy.”

That is how the 
Pentagon sees it.

Diana sees it 
differently. 

In the 15 months 
since she chose the 
restricted report-
ing option, she has 
come to see how 
the decision has 
defined her life 
in ways that she 
never imagined, 
a life she can 
now divide by 
two dates.

July 5, 2012: “Ready to go,” she had 
written on her Pre-deployment Psych 
Survey.

Dec. 19, 2012: “I elect Restricted Re-
porting and have decided to confiden-
tially report that I am a victim of sexual 
assault,” read the box she initialed on 
the form.

The triggers

Fifteen months later, in a suburb of 
a Southern state, Diana’s boyfriend is 
holding a black-and-white photograph 
against the wall of their living room.

“How high do you want this?” he asks.
He deployed with her and knows what 

happened only in general terms.
“That’s good,” says Diana, glancing 

over from the couch, where she is study-
ing for a nursing exam at the end of the 
month.

Now the boyfriend is hammering, not 
realizing that the sight of tools, which 
he often leaves on the kitchen coun-
ter, makes her anxious. He doesn’t 
know exactly why she sleeps so late 
or why she stopped running, which 
she tells him is because she lost 
her iPod.

“It’s constant,” she says later, 
referring to the necessary 
evasions.

She is driving to pick up her 
new identification card at 
a veterans’ hospital, 
where there are al-
ways things to avoid. 
She parks on the top 
floor of the garage 
because she doesn’t 
like confined spac-
es. She almost always 
wears a baseball cap pulled 
snug over her hair in case she runs 
into anyone from her unit.

While veterans often clus-
ter in the hallways and talk, 
she never does that, walking 
quickly without saying any-
thing. In the elevator, she is 
quiet when an elderly man 
and a woman get on, and 
now, as the doors are 
shutting and a middle-
age man slips in, she 
stares at the floor.

He has dark hair 
and a buzz cut, and 
he stands right next 
to Diana, who is 
sweating visibly. She 
doesn’t look at him.

She exhales. Circles 
of sweat are forming on 
her shirt.

“All right,” she whis-
pers to herself and ex-
hales again.

Before and after

She was never a ner-
vous person, never one to 
avoid people.  She traveled 
abroad alone. She enlisted 
in the Navy for the college 
money and what she imag-
ined would be adventure. 
She moved up in rank rela-

tively quickly and began aiming for an 
elite job with a Special Operations unit, 
doing 13-mile training runs. When her 
support unit got orders to deploy to Af-
ghanistan, she was thrilled. 

At Bagram, she honed her tactics for 
dealing with the testosterone-driven 
world of the military at war.

When she went running, she wore 
baggy sweats and borrowed a 9mm. 
When possible, she locked doors behind 
her. She developed rules for handling 
crude comments. 

 “No one wants to work with a woman 
you can’t be yourself around because 
you think she’s going to report you,” she 
explained. “If you were the prude, you 
wouldn’t get to go to any of the cool out-
posts, the exciting places.”

She got the interview for the Special 
Operations job. Except as all that was 
happening, she was running out of ways 
to handle her boss.
SEE PAGE 11 

Speak up or stay silent
Military victims of sexual assault face agonizing choice:
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 It had started with what she thought 
was a normal concern for her well-
being. How are you doing he would write 
her in emails; how are you holding up? 
She thought nothing of it; he was mar-
ried with children.  Soon, her 6-foot-tall, 
slightly paunchy middle-age boss was 
following her around constantly. He 
started asking her why she was ignoring 
him, she said, and why she didn’t seem 
to like him.

Then one night she was alone in her 
workshop. It had a coded cipher lock on 
the door, but now someone was coming 
in.  Of course her boss had the code.

She remembers him hitting the back 
of her head first. She tried to scream, 
but then a hand was on her throat. Then 
a hand was crushing the left side of her 
face, her jaw and her mouth. Then she 
was staring at hammers and drills  on the 
wall, out of reach.

He left. She stayed a while because 
maybe he was still by the door. Then she 
went back to her room. It was December, 
cold and snowing, and she remembers 
how quiet everything was outside.  She 
said she remembers the sound of her 
own steps.  

  Every morning, she had to face her 
boss at muster, where he called her name 
like normal and she tried to answer like 
normal even though she hadn’t slept or 
eaten.  

After a few days, she became terri-
fied about diseases and sneaked over to 
the emergency room at Bagram’s main 
hospital.  

She asked to see the person who han-
dled sexual assaults. It was the first time 
she had said the phrase out loud.  An at-
tendant quickly ushered her into a spe-
cial exam room .

An hour passed before the nurse ar-
rived with  the rape kit and asked her 
to undress. After the exam — after the 
nurse took the Polaroid photos of bruises 
on her neck and scratches on her back, 
after she drew blood, plucked hairs, 
scraped under Diana’s fingernails and 
took the swab — the sexual assault per-
son came in.

She seemed nervous to Diana — say-
ing “I’m so sorry” over and over — and 
handed her Form 2910 and a pen. She 
explained that there were two choices 
for reporting rape.

 Nearly two hours had passed, and 
Diana knew she had to get back to work. 
Her boss would be looking for her.  

Option one was unrestricted reporting 
— “Reporting a Crime Which Is Investi-
gated,” as the form read. Diana would be 
named. Her boss would be named. Her 
chain of command would be notified. 
An investigation would be launched, and 
there was the possibility of a military 
trial. The full range of victim protection 
would be available.

Option two was restricted reporting 
— “Confidentially Reporting a Crime 
Which Is Not Investigated,” the heading 
on the form read. Diana could receive 
medical treatment, “but law enforcement 
and my command will NOT be notified,” 
the form read. “My report will NOT trig-
ger an investigation; therefore no action 
will be taken against the offender(s) as 
the result of my report.”

There was a blur of nine provisions 
sprawled across two pages. No one could 
know except people listed on the next 
page, said one. Another said that evi-
dence would be destroyed after one year 
and “no longer available for any future 
investigation or prosecution efforts” un-
less the victim changed to an unrestrict-
ed report during that time. Another said, 
“I understand that if I talk about my sex-

ual assault to anyone other than those 
under the ‘Restricted Reporting’ option 
… it may be reported to my command 
and law enforcement which could lead to 
an investigation.” The last provision was 
that if she didn’t choose a reporting op-
tion “at this time,” her commander and 
investigators would be notified.

Diana stared at those words. The 
young woman was waiting. The nurse 
was filling out forms, and Diana watched 
her put the rape kit in a brown paper bag, 
staple it and drop it into a desk drawer 
next to some Tootsie Pops. She remem-
bers a rush of thoughts:

No one would believe her. The possibil-
ity of a trial, much less a conviction, was 

remote. Her family would be dragged 
into it. Her career in the military, the 
elite job — all of that would be over. She 
had to get out of there.

She started signing. She was so ner-
vous that at first she signed the wrong 
box, then scratched it out and signed her 
initials next to the words “Restricted 
Reporting.” Yes to anonymity, yes to se-
crecy, yes to whatever else it said.

She left the hospital with a copy of 
the form and went straight back to her 
room.  She stuck it on a shelf with a stack 
of other papers, between a copy of Marie 
Claire and a fitness magazine her dad 
had sent.

Hiding

The form is in the black file box in the 
spare closet of the spare bedroom, where 
she also keeps her old uniforms, medals, 
promotion papers and every other re-
minder of who she was, all of it in closed 
boxes behind closed doors.

The rest of the house is half-empty. 
The walls are mostly blank except for 
the black-and-white pictures of national 
parks that her boyfriend is hammer-
ing up and a few snapshots of Diana’s 
smiling friends, who have no idea what 
happened.

This is where she hides herself most 
of the time — this sunny home on a quiet 
suburban street where she avoids run-
ning, avoids get-togethers and avoids 
getting to know her neighbors except 
when she searches the local sex offender 
registry.

She is studying when her boyfriend’s 
dad comes in. He knows she was in the 
Navy with his son but nothing else.

“How are you doing?” Diana asks.
“Fabulous!” he says and goes to look 

for food in the kitchen.
“I made some chicken, but it’s not 

ready yet,” Diana calls to him.
“That’s OK — how are you?” the dad 

yells.
“Great!” she says.

The aftermath

The first lie was something like that. It 
happened right after she hid the form in 
the magazines, when her boss knocked 
on the door and said he was writing her 
up for being late to work.

A few minutes after that, she was sit-
ting in a room with her chain of com-
mand, several middle-age men, all Navy 
chiefs, who wanted to know why she was 
late for work.

Her boss wasn’t there. So she told 
them what she wasn’t supposed to tell 
them.   She said that she had filed a re-
stricted report, and they knew instantly 
what that meant. It meant they couldn’t 
ask any questions. They couldn’t know 
who did it.  

The chiefs looked at Diana, who 
thought they looked like fathers alone 
with a teenage daughter who they would 
never understand. One looked away, she 
recalled. One asked whether she was 
OK.  

She told them that she felt fine, and 
that was the first lie.

One asked if she wanted to see a men-
tal health counselor and walked with her 
to that office.

When she came out, she said, her boss 
was standing nearby. And as the days 
went on, he kept watching her, she said, 
and she became more nervous, more 
angry and felt more out of control, until 
finally she went to her chief’s office, 
handed over her weapon and asked to go 
home.

The authorization letter from the Air 
Force colonel ordered that she was to be 
evacuated to the United States using “the 
quickest means available,” which turned 
out to be a civilian flight with a layover 
in Doha, Qatar.

So the next day she was in Doha, at 
a U.S. military base, where she had no 
idea where she was supposed to go or 
how she was supposed to explain why 
she was there.

At the front gates, some women who 
barely spoke English pointed her to an-
other building, where someone told her 
to go to another building that was a mile 
away.

It was getting dark, and Diana started 
walking, hauling her backpack and roll-
ing bag across the base.  

She was lost.
SEE PAGE 12 

MILITARY
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Then a woman pulled up in a car be-
side her and asked why she was wander-
ing around alone.  Diana thought she was 
about her mother’s age, and for the first 
time felt the urge to tell everything that 
had happened.

 Instead, Diana told the woman that 
she was going home “for medical,” and 
that was the second lie.

The woman drove her to the build-
ing to get her room assignment, which 
turned out to be a hangar-like space  set 
aside for women, but since there weren’t 
any, Diana stayed there alone. 

 The day after she arrived in the United 
States, she started seeing doctors.

“The Patient is a 26-year-old female,” 
one of them wrote. “History of head in-
jury, ‘hit on [b]ack of head 8 weeks ago 
— sexual assault.’ Dizziness worse with 
quick movement. … Feeling restless, 
feeling nervous, anxiety with persistent 
worry, with anticipation of misfortune 
to self or others, with choking or smoth-
ering sensations … fear, loneliness … 
nightmares, screaming in the middle of 
the night … social withdrawal, loss of in-
terest in friends and family, apathy, feel-
ing demoralized, feeling helpless.”

She was sent to a 28-day program at 
a private psychiatric hospital , where 
counselors repeatedly asked her to de-
scribe the sexual assault , in increasing-
ly minute detail, a type of therapy that 
was supposed to help her gain emotion-
al control over the event. She remem-
bers  crying uncontrollably at times, 
and  getting a call from the military 
recruiter, who wanted to know if she 
was still interested in the elite 
job with Special Operations.

Yes, she said, yes, defi-
nitely still interested. 

She started working 
out again at a gym, al-
though doctors limited 
that to one visit a day be-
cause they felt she was 
overexerting herself.

After the 28-day program, she 
was sent to a military base in California 
and landed in the bureaucratic limbo 
known as “Med Hold,” where the 
military futures of sick and disabled 
servicemembers are determined. 

March 18, 2013: “Pt does not 
like living in” California, a doc-
tor wrote. “She has no supports, 
and hasn’t told family about at-
tack … avoiding thinking of 
incident.”

The recruiter arrived for 
the interview. Diana put on 
her old uniform. She would 
pull herself together.

They met in an office. 
Her six-inch-thick medi-
cal file was on a desk 
between them. She 
hadn’t realized it when 
she signed the restricted 
report, but the recruiter 
was allowed to know every-
thing, because he had to as-
sess her fitness for duty. Such 
officials were among the “ex-
ceptions to restricted report-
ing” listed on the form.

So he knew about the as-
sault, she realized.

“We see you have dealt with 
MST,” she remembered him 
saying, using Pentagon jargon 
for military sexual trauma. 
He reminded her that the 
work involved being the only 
woman with small groups of 
men in remote locations. He 
wanted to know if she would be 
able to handle that.

Diana knew that one of the 
next steps was a lie detector 

test, so she told him no, she probably 
wouldn’t be comfortable with that, and 
he told her that the job was a “no-go.”

April 22: “Patient reported it is more 
painful to deal with the aftermath and 
how she was treated rather than the as-
sault itself.”

She had to go to group therapy in Cali-
fornia with about three dozen women, all 
there to deal with  sexual harassment or 
sexual assault. At one point, the group 
had to sit through a lecture from a Navy 
captain — a man, Diana noted — about 
preventing rape. At another point, there 
was a discussion about reporting rape, 
and it became clear that most of the 
women had filed restricted reports, if 
they had said anything at all.  The group 
included everyone from pilots to enlisted 
sailors with administrative jobs, some of 
whom struck Diana as so  accomplished 
that she thought “that could be the next 
commander,” except that they were 
here.

“Just crumbling,” Diana recalled. “It 
was like watching yourself.”

April 30: “No-show for appointment,” 
the group therapy leader wrote.

By May, 

Diana was sure that she wanted to leave 
the Navy. She could not possibly go back 
to her unit, where everyone thought she 
left early because she had a lump in her 
breast, which is what she had told them, 
or that she was pregnant, which is what 
she figured most of them assumed.

June 3: “She described her mood as 
‘okay,’ “ a psychiatrist wrote, noting that 
she was becoming more withdrawn.

Several months later: “You are being 
referred out of the military due to a men-
tal disorder that you developed after you 
were the victim of a military sexual as-
sault” began the letter from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Her military career was officially 
over.

She left California, bought a house, 
moved in with her boyfriend, stowed 
away everything military in the spare 
closet and ripped into little pieces all the 
descriptions of the assault she had writ-
ten, throwing them away in different 
garbage cans.

A civilian now, she started study-
ing for her nursing degree and waiting 
tables and realizing how much work it 
would be to keep her secret.

Her dad was always asking how she 
could afford such a nice house on a wait-
er’s wages, since he didn’t know about 
her disability checks.

Her mom wanted to know why she was 
always running to some appointment 
or other. “It’s just a meeting,” Diana 

would say,  since she couldn’t say she 
was seeing a neurologist about the 

numbness in her left shoulder 
from being crushed, or a 
therapist about panic at-
tacks.  Her friends wanted 

to know why she was so skinny. 
“Oh, I’m just eating healthier,” Diana 
would tell them.

Her boyfriend wanted to wake up 
early and go to Home Depot.
She couldn’t tell him that she didn’t 

want to go because she was assaulted in 
a room with tools all over the place, so 
she would just say she was tired, which 
wasn’t a lie.

December came and went, and with it 
any meaningful possibility that she could 
change her restricted report to an unre-
stricted one, since by that time — a year 
after she signed the form — the military 
was also supposed to have destroyed all 
the evidence.

Case forever closed.

Second-guessing
Now, on a sunny afternoon in March, 

Diana is describing herself as a young 
woman who feels old; a veteran who 
allows herself two medications (one 
for vertigo and a muscle relaxer 
for the pain on the left side of her 
jaw, shoulder and hip); a person 
who wakes up sweating and ter-
rified from nightmares she can’t 
remember. 

She is sitting in the corner of the 
cafe, baseball cap pulled down, log-

ging onto Facebook, where she and the 
women from the therapy group in Cali-
fornia have a confidential page they call 
“the sisterhood.”

The idea is to have one place where 
they can express themselves. But what 
they mostly do is write posts about any-
thing other than what happened. 

She closes her computer, and before 
she heads to work , she considers the mo-
ment when she signed Form 2910.  She 
wonders whether she made the right 
choice.

She wonders whether her boss has as-
saulted other women and whether those 
women filed restricted reports. She 
thinks about what circumstances might 
have led her to come forward publicly 
with an unrestricted report

“Maybe if I was not on deployment,” 
she says, beginning a train of thought 
she’s been over and over .

“Maybe if I was not in a combat zone 
and maybe if I didn’t see a future in the 
military, and if I didn’t fear retribution. 
If I didn’t fear gossip and rumors or the 
fact that the trial would be lengthy and 
the punishment wouldn’t fit the crime 
because it never does. Maybe if my fami-
ly didn’t have to find out and get dragged 
into it. There are a lot of things. ”

There is another train of thought, too, 
one that begins with who she was before 
any of this happened: an adventurous 
young woman excited for a career in the 
Navy and on the cusp of a job that would 
have taken her into Afghan villages and 
maybe around the world. 

“I don’t plan for the future as much as 
I used to, which is weird … ,” she says. 
“It’s almost like you’re no longer flour-
ishing, you’re just surviving.”

All of which makes her think that 
maybe she did make the wrong deci-
sion. Maybe her life would have been 
better if she had never gone to the emer-
gency room, if she had never signed the 
restricted report, if she had never said 
anything at all.

But she did go, and she did sign, and 
now it is time for work.

It is Friday, and the restaurant is 
crowded with middle-age men, paunchy 
and drinking . She is trying to avoid eye 
contact and to remember to breathe 
when an elderly man and woman arrive.

They always ask for Diana, ever since 
the chef told them that she was in the 
Navy. 

They had asked her where she was sta-
tioned, and she had told them California, 
and they had asked if she was on a ship, 
and she had said no, and then they had 
gotten around to asking if she had gone 
to Afghanistan, and she had said yes and 
left it at that.

Now they are back, and she walks over 
to the hostess and begs her not to seat the 
couple in her section. She doesn’t want to 
have to answer any more questions.

For the rest of the night, she wants 
to avoid conversations, to be as quiet as 
possible, which for her is like telling the 
truth.

MILITARY

“The Patient is a 26-year-old female. History of head injury,
hit on [b]ack of head 8 weeks ago — sexual assault. Dizziness

worse with quick movement. … Feeling restless, feeling nervous,
anxiety with persistent worry, with anticipation of misfortune to
self or others, with choking or smothering sensations … fear,
loneliness … nightmares, screaming in the middle of the night

… social withdrawal, loss of interest in friends and family,
apathy, feeling demoralized, feeling helpless.”
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 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Democrats 
reluctant to embrace President 
Barack Obama’s much-maligned 
health care overhaul in this year’s 
congressional elections may be 
having second thoughts now that 
enrollment in the program is 
higher than expected and cost es-
timates are lower.

“Obamacare,” has been a fa-
vorite target of the Republicans in 
many campaigns this year where 
Republicans need only six seats 
to gain control of the 100 member 
Senate.

But with the administration 
having overcome a disastrous 
rollout and good news trickling in, 
even some professionals who have 
criticized the health care law say 
the political climate has changed.

“I think Democrats have the 
ability to steal the health care 

issue back from Republicans,” 
health care industry consultant 
Bob Laszewski said. “The Dem-
ocratic Party can become the 
party of fixing Obamacare.”

Obama recently announced that 
first-year sign-ups for subsidized 
private health insurance topped 7 
million, exceeding expectations. 
And the Congressional Budget 
Office — the government’s fiscal 
scorekeeper — said the new law 
will cost taxpayers $100 billion 
less than previously estimated.

Republicans already were 
pushing their luck by vowing to 
“repeal and replace” the health 
care law without having a viable 
replacement in mind, said Thom-
as Mills, a Democratic consultant 
and blogger. Now, he said, Demo-
crats have even more reasons to 
rise from their defensive crouch 
on this topic.

“Democrats need to start mak-

ing the case for Obamacare,” 
Mills said. “They all voted for it, 
they all own it, so they can’t get 
away from it. So they’d better 
start defending it.”

Pro-Democratic activists in 
Alaska are doing just that, and a 
number of strategists elsewhere 
hope it will spread.

The independent group Put 
Alaska First is airing a TV ad that 
praises Democratic Sen. Mark 
Begich for helping people ob-
tain insurance even if they have 
“pre-existing conditions,” such 
as cancer. The ad doesn’t mention 
Obama or his health care law by 
name, but it focuses on one of the 
law’s most popular features.

Other Democrats should con-
sider such tactics, political con-
sultant David DiMartino said.

“There is still time to tell the 
story of Obamacare to voters,” he 
said.  

Openly back health care 
law, some Democrats say

15 hurt as firetruck plows into Calif. cafe
 BY JOHN ROGERS

The Associated Press

MONTEREY PARK, Calif. 
 — A Monterey Park firetruck 
heading to a blaze collided with 
another engine and then plowed 
into restaurant, injuring 15 peo-
ple including six firefighters, au-
thorities said.

The crash Wednesday after-
noon ripped through the front of 
Lu Dumpling House and left it 
littered with victims, witnesses 
said.

Wendy Wu, a waitress at the 
Chinese restaurant, was in a 
walk-in freezer when the truck 
hit and wasn’t hurt.

“There was a loud boom and 

a lot of shaking. I thought it was 
an earthquake,” she said. Walk-
ing out of the freezer, she saw a 
refrigerator pushed across the 
room and furniture in disarray.

Speaking through an inter-
preter, Wu said she saw several 
injured people bleeding and try-
ing to stand.

Waitress Vivian Lu arrived for 
her shift moments after the truck 
rammed the building. She said she 
saw “a lot of people covered with 
blood,” including a pedestrian 
with a mangled leg who had been 
knocked into the restaurant.

Most of the 15 people hurt had 
minor injuries but one person 
— not a firefighter — was hospi-

talized in critical condition, au-
thorities said.

The firetruck’s front half re-
mained embedded in the restau-
rant for hours, with shattered 
glass and rubble heaped on the 
sidewalk. Chairs and tables were 
scattered inside.

The truck finally was pulled 
free late Wednesday night.

The California Highway Patrol 
was investigating the crash be-
tween the Monterey Park engine 
and a ladder truck from neigh-
boring Alhambra.

Both were heading to a house 
fire and had their lights and si-
rens going when they collided, 
CHP and fire officials said. 

City plans 
reservoir 
flush after
urination

 BY STEVEN DUBOIS

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.  — Call it the
Big Flush 2, and this time the se-
quel promises to be much bigger
than the original.

Portland officials said Wednes-
day they are flushing away mil-
lions of gallons of treated water 
for the second time in less than
three years because someone uri-
nated into a city reservoir.

In June 2011, the city drained 
a 7.5 million-gallon reservoir at
Mount Tabor in southeast Port-
land. This time, 38 million gal-
lons from a different reservoir 
at the same location will be dis-
carded after a 19-year-old was
videotaped in the act.

“The basic commandment of
the Water Bureau is to provide 
clean, cold and constant water to 
its customers,” bureau adminis-
trator David Shaff said Wednes-
day. “And the premise behind
that is we don’t have pee in it.”

The open reservoirs hold water 
that  already has been treated and
goes directly into mains for dis-
tribution to customers.

The urine poses little risk — 
animals routinely deposit waste 
without creating a public health 
crisis — but Shaff said he doesn’t
want to serve water that was de-
liberately tainted.

“There is at least a perceived
difference from my perspective,”
Shaff said. “I could be wrong on 
that, but the reality is our cus-
tomers don’t anticipate drinking
water that’s been contaminated 
by some yahoo who decided to
pee into a reservoir.”

Water-quality test samples have
been taken from the reservoir, 
with the results due Thursday. 
The water will be drained into the
sewage system, eventually reach-
ing a treatment plant before it’s
dumped into the Columbia River.

In the meantime, Shaff said,
the city has plenty of water to
meet demand.

“It’s easy to replace those 38
million gallons of water,” Shaff 
said. “We’re not in the arid South-
west. We’re not in drought- stricken 
parts of Texas or Oklahoma.”

The incident occurred shortly
after 1 a.m., when Water Bureau
security personnel noticed three 
men on camera at Mount Tabor
Reservoir No. 5. One was seen
on video urinating through an
iron fence, officials said. Minutes
later, two other young men at-
tempted to scale the fence.

The three men, whose names
have not been released, were cited
for trespassing and excluded from 
Mount Tabor Park. A 19-year-old
was cited for public urination.

The Multnomah County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office will de-
cide whether to pursue criminal
charges.

The kidney-shaped reservoir 
built in 1911 is drained for clean-
ing each spring and fall. 

 Blast at  ammunition 
plant site kills 1

 NASHVILLE, Tenn.  — An ex-
plosion and fire at a Tennessee 
plant where ammunition is made 
killed one person and injured 
three others.

Rescue workers were called 
Wednesday afternoon to a blast 
at the Rio Ammunition plant in 
McEwen, about 55 miles west of 
Nashville, Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives 
spokesman Michael Knight said.

   Three men and one woman 
were taken to Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center, where one 
was pronounced dead, hospital 
spokesman Craig Boerner said. 

 Ex-official sentenced 
in Calif. corruption case

 LOS ANGELES  — A former 
city official who became a symbol 
of municipal greed was sentenced 
Wednesday to 12 years in prison 
— less than half the time it will 
take the nearly bankrupt Los An-
geles suburb of Bell to dig itself 
out of the estimated $150 million 
in debt he left behind.

A judge also ordered former 
Bell city manager Robert Rizzo 
to make $8.8 million in restitu-
tion, but prosecutors sa id that 
only covers the money he illegally 
took for himself.

In all, Rizzo cost the modest 
city more than $150 million in 
legal fees and illegally collected 
taxes that must be repaid, said 
prosecutors and Bell officials.

 4  expelled for flag, 
blackface incidents

 MELVILLE, N.Y. — A Long 
Island, N.Y., high school has ex-
pelled four students in separate 
incidents that the principal called 
racially offensive — the display 
of a Confederate battle flag at 
a school sports event, and post-
ing of a photograph in blackface 
along with incendiary language 
on social media.

Brother Gary Cregan, principal 
of St. Anthony’s High School in 
South Huntington, said Wednes-
day he expelled two seniors, both 
boys, who on April 9 walked into 
an  event in the gymnasium with 
the flag, which teachers immedi-
ately confiscated. 

He also expelled two girls, both 
sophomores, after they posted on 
social media a photograph of one 
of them in blackface and the ra-
cially inflammatory language.

 Judge overturns state’s 
6-week abortion ban

 BISMARCK, N.D.  — A federal 
judge on Wednesday overturned 
a North Dakota law that bans 
abortions when a fetal heartbeat 
can be detected, which can be as 
early as six weeks into pregnancy 
and before many women know 
they’re pregnant.

U.S. District Judge Daniel 
Hovland said the law is “invalid 
and unconstitutional” and that it 
“cannot withstand a constitution-
al challenge.” The state attorney 
general said he was looking at 
whether to appeal the decision by 
the Bismarck-based judge.
 From wire reports.

NICK UT/AP

Firefighters and other officials work the scene of an accident  in which two firetrucks answering a call 
collided en route to a fire Wednesday  in Monterrey Park, Calif.,   One firetruck careen ed into a restaurant .
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 BY MIKE HIXENBAUGH

The (Norfolk) Virginian-Pilot

The aircraft carrier USS 
Eisenhower was finally 
in sight.

The pilot of the F/A-18 
Super Hornet hurriedly flipped 
switches and pushed levers. The 
aviator in the backseat leaned for-
ward, straining to see the flight 
deck floating in the distance. The 
jet’s right engine had locked up, its 
landing gear had jammed and the 
main fuel tank was almost empty.

At nearly 350 mph, the Super 
Hornet hurtled over the warm wa-
ters of the North Arabian Sea last 
April. The pilot had made some 
tough decisions that day; several 
hadn’t gone his way.

Now he was out of options. He 
had one chance to land.

Connection failure
The two-seat Super Hornet had 

launched off the Eisenhower’s 
flight deck 5½ hours earlier. It was 
one of several jets from Virginia 
Beach, Va.-based Strike Fighter 
Squadron 103 tasked with provid-
ing close air support  to aid troops 
on the ground in Afghanistan.

The pilot guided the jet through 
dark rain clouds over Pakistan. 
After escaping the storm system, 
he moved toward a KC-135 Strato-
tanker, an Air Force fuel plane in 
the skies of Afghanistan.

The 600-mile flight from the 
Arabian Sea — a familiar journey 
for Navy fighter pilots after more 
than a decade of war — requires 
that Super Hornets make at least 
two midair refuelings.

 The pilot extended a refuel-
ing probe from the jet’s nose. He 
moved into position behind the 
tanker toward a fuel line that dan-
gles behind it. The pilot carefully 
steered the probe into a basket at 
the end of the fuel line.

 Jet fuel began flowing into the 
Super Hornet’s tanks. After eight 
minutes, it had taken in about 
14,800 pounds of fuel.  Unexpected 
turbulence caused  the fuel line 
to ripple violently and wrap it-
self around the basket and probe. 
The pilot eased up on the throttle 
to back out of the connection. In-
stead, the hose detached from the 

basket and began spewing fuel.
Gas streamed into the fighter 

jet’s right engine intake. Worse, 
the fuel basket was stuck on the 
probe, meaning it could no longer 
be retracted. The jet — flying over 
a war zone hundreds of miles from 
its home ship — would not be able 
to refuel again in the air. 

Initial decision
A warning tone sounded, and 

caution lights lit up the cockpit. 
Sensors told the pilot something 
was wrong with the right engine, 
which had ingested the fuel.

The pilot made some quick cal-
culations. He had 15,500 pounds 
of fuel in his tanks, enough to re-
turn to the Eisenhower and make 
six passes at the ship.

Landing in nearby Kandahar 
was a more prudent option, but 
that likely would have meant 
several days  awaiting repairs. 
The Eisenhower’s air wing com-
mander had decided earlier not to 
put a maintenance detachment in 
Afghanistan — a cost-saving mea-
sure that pilots perceived as a sig-
nal they should attempt to divert 
back to the ship .

The pilot and his backseat weap-
ons-systems officer agreed: The 
situation wasn’t serious enough 
to land immediately. They broke 
away from the group to begin the 
long return to the Eisenhower.

By the time they realized much 
of their fuel was unusable, it would 
be too late to reverse course .

Failed fuel pumps
The jet had flown more than 

400 miles, two-thirds of the way 
back to the carrier, when the avia-
tors noticed another problem.

The pumps that move fuel from 
reserve tanks on the wings into 
the main tanks are automatically 
disabled when the refueling probe 
is extended.

The pilot had been staring at 
that probe and the attached basket 
for more than an hour but failed to 
realize its effect on the fuel pumps. 
He knew the hulking metal con-
traption sticking up from the nose 
of the jet was putting extra drag 
on the aircraft, causing it to burn 
more fuel; he figured the 3,000 

pounds of gas in the wing tanks 
would more than make up for it.

The aviators didn’t panic when 
they realized that the fuel pumps 
weren’t running. The pilot would 
try to use gravity to move the gas.

He began “slipping and cross 
controlling”  —  tilting a wing up a 
few degrees while  flying straight. 
Alternating the tilt should move 
fuel from the wing tanks. But the 
maneuver also burns more fuel.

They didn’t know it yet, but even 
with the tilt, not enough gas was 
flowing.

Serious danger
The Super Hornet was about 

140 miles from the ship — most 
of the way home — when a voice 
from the Ike’s tower crackled over 
the radio with a question: “What 
would you call your usable fuel?”

“Thirty-seven-hundred pounds 
if no additional fuel transferred 
from the wings,” the pilot replied, 
then let his own words sink in. 
He had been counting on at least 
4,500 pounds, but more than 1,000 
pounds of fuel remained in the 
wings. Only about 10 or 20 pounds 
was transferring each minute.

It was at that moment, the pilot 
would later tell an investigator, 
that he first realized they were in 
serious danger.

Seconds later, the voice of Rear 
Adm. Michael Gilday broke into 
the conversation. The commander 
of the Eisenhower carrier strike 
group had been monitoring radio 
chatter.  “I want you to send 206 to 
Masirah right now,” Gilday said, 

referring to  an airfield in Oman.
Attempting to land a jet on a 

moving aircraft carrier is difficult 
under the best conditions; having 
a damaged plane attempt it with 
limited fuel would be too risky, 
Gilday would say later. If the pilot 
failed to land on the first pass, he 
wouldn’t have enough fuel to di-
vert to shore, Gilday said, calling 
it a “Hail Mary.”.

The Super Hornet, now just 
11 miles from the Eisenhower, 
turned toward Masirah, more 
than 280 miles away.

Engine failure
Twenty-four minutes later, a 

new set of warning lights lit up the 
cockpit display . The right engine   
had abruptly stopped working.

The pilot radioed the carrier. 
The officer in the tower told him 
to jettison an empty fuel tank, then 
walked him through emergency 
procedures.

The engine was locked up and 
wouldn’t restart. With just one 
engine and 1,400 pounds of us-
able fuel, landing in Masirah was 
no longer an option. The tower 
ordered the pilot to turn back to-
ward the Eisenhower, 46 miles 
away at that point. The pilot made 
the turn. He continued dipping the 
wings, hoping to capture fuel from 
the reserve tanks.

Then, without telling his back-
seater or the ship, the pilot  en-
gaged the plane’s auxiliary power 
unit in a desperate attempt to re-
start the right engine.

The engine didn’t crank. With-
out realizing it — as the ship came 
into view on the horizon — the 
pilot had drained the sole source 
of reserve power he needed to 
lower his landing gear.

Every second mattered
The officer in the tower read in-

structions  for an emergency, sin-
gle-engine landing. Without the 
right engine turning to power the 
hydraulics, the plane would have 
to use auxiliary power to put down 
the landing gear, the officer said, 
unaware that the pilot had already 
drained it. The pilot followed in-
structions and pulled the landing-
gear handle, but the wheels didn’t 

come down. The jet was 11 miles
from the ship.

The tower told the pilot to re-
move and reinsert the circuit
breakers, but the trick failed to re-
store auxiliary power. Then it told
him to try once more to restart the
right engine. No luck.

The pilot frantically repeated
all the emergency procedures and
pulled again on the landing-gear
handle. This time, the nose wheel
came down . 

He checked his fuel gauges. Just
700 pounds of fuel left in the main
tank. Every second mattered now.

The tower officer  told the pilot 
to accelerate to 350 mph, hoping
the speed would cause the right
engine to rotate in the wind and
provide enough hydraulic power 
to drop the back wheels. 

The pilot pushed the throttle. 
The left engine roared, the right 
began to rotate slowly. Finally, the 
landing gear popped out.

 A landing signal officer on the
flight deck told the pilot he was 
coming in high but was lined up .

There was no room for error;
this would be their one shot.

The jet was less than 2 miles
 away when it ran out of fuel.

Plunging into the sea
The left engine flamed out

without much warning. The digi-
tal cockpit displays went dark.
The $41 million fighter jet nosed
downward, rolled right and began 
to fall from 1,200 feet.

The backseat aviator, unaware
the pilot had lost control, leaned
forward to see how far away the
ship was. Suddenly a violent thrust
blew him into the sky. The pilot
had pulled the ejection handle
without giving him a warning.

The jet — with nearly 2,000 
pounds of fuel trapped inside —
plunged into the sea. Both aviators
blacked out, hanging limp below
parachute canopies, before hitting
the water and coming to.

Disoriented and bleeding after
the ejections, the men cut them-
selves free from their chutes.

The rescue helicopter arrived
quickly, and returned them  to the
Eisenhower’s flight deck.

Friday, April 18, 2014
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Photos courtesy of the Department of Defense

An F/A-18 Super Hornet from  Strike Fighter Squadron 103 refuels in flight with an Air Force KC-135 over Afghanistan during a mission in support of coalition forces.   The 
squadron is part of Carrier Air Wing 7 and  embarked on aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

 This report was based on an 
investigation into the April 8, 
2013, crash of an F/A-18 Super 
Hornet. Names and other identi-
fying details were redacted from 
the report, which was obtained 
by The Virginian-Pilot through 
a Freedom of Information Act 
request. The report cited ques-
tionable decision-making by the 
pilot but did not recommend dis-
ciplinary action.

About this story

OUTofofOPTIONS

Crash report outlines mistakes, danger faced by naval aviators during mission



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 15Friday, April 18, 2014

WORLD

 BY JILL LAWLESS

The Associated Press

LONDON  — North Korea has 
made a diplomatic appeal to the 
British government to get a Lon-
don salon out of its hair.

The country’s diplomats have 
complained to the Foreign Office 
about a hairdressing salon that 
put up a poster poking fun at dis-
tinctively coiffed North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

The Foreign Office confirmed 
Wednesday it had received a let-
ter from the North Korean Em-
bassy objecting to the poster, and 
was considering its response.

The Evening Standard news-

paper reported the letter urged 
Britain to take “necessary action 
to stop the provocation.”

Staff at M&M Hair Academy 
say they were visited by diplomats 
from the embassy after putting 
up a poster last week featuring 
a picture of Kim — who sports a 
distinctive short-back-and-sides 
’do — and the slogan “Bad Hair 
Day?”

The poster was advertising a 
15 percent discount on men’s cuts 
during April.

Barber Karim Nabbach said 
the salon was inspired by media 
rumors that North Korean men 
had been instructed to emulate 
the leader’s hairstyle.

He said staff refused the diplo-
mats’ request to remove the post-
er and had reported the incident 
to police.

“We haven’t had any trouble 
since then. If anything, the post-
er has become a tourist attrac-
tion,” he said Tuesday — but by 
Wednesday afternoon the salon 
was shut and the poster was not 
visible in the window. The salon’s 
phone rang unanswered.

Police said they had spoken to 
both parties and determined no 
crime had been committed.

The embassy didn’t imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment. 

 Barber 
Karim 
Nabbach 
poses 
next to 
a poster 
poking fun 
at North 
Korean 
leader 
Kim Jong 
Un’s 
hairstyle 
at M&M 
Hair 
Academy 
in South 
Ealing, 
west 
London.  
M&M HAIR 
ACADEMY/AP

Don’t mess with the hair
London salon’s Kim Jong Un ad sparks diplomatic incident

Attack on 
base kills 
10 Iraqi 
soldiers

 The Associated Press

BAGHDAD  — Militants 
launched a brazen attack on a 
military base in a restive area in 
northern Iraq on Thursday, killing 
at least 10 soldiers and wounding 
12, officials said.

The morning attack at the base 
outside  Mosul, about  225 miles  
northwest of Baghdad, started 
with a suicide bomber who deto-
nated his explosives-laden truck 
at the gates of the facility, an army 
officer and a police officer said.

A group of gunmen then opened 
fire from apparently comman-
deered military Humvees and a 
shootout ensued. At least 10 troops 
were killed and 12  wounded, the 
officials said. Eight militants  also 
were killed in the fighting.

A medical official confirmed 
the casualty figures. All officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they are not authorized to 
talk to media.

 During the past months, Mosul 
and the surrounding region have 
seen bold attacks by militants, 
mainly from an al-Qaida  splinter 
group known as the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant, against 
military and security forces.

 In the adjacent province of 
Anbar to the west,  the group 
seized control in December of 
parts of the provincial capital, Ra-
madi, and the center of the nearby 
city of Fallujah. Since then, Iraqi 
government security forces and 
allied Sunni tribal militias have 
been struggling to dislodge the 
militants.

No one immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for Thursday’s attack, 
but suicide bombings and large-
scale well-coordinated assaults 
are a hallmark of  the group. Sunni 
insurgent groups have stepped up 
attacks across the country since 
last year  in a bid to undermine the 
Shiite-led government. 
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 The Associated Press

PERTH, Australia  — Investiga-
tors were analyzing data collected 
by a robotic submarine that com-
pleted its first successful scan of 
the seabed Thursday in the hunt 
for the missing Malaysian plane, 
but say tests have ruled out that 
a nearby oil slick came from the 
aircraft.

The unmanned sub’s first two 
missions were cut short by techni-
cal problems and deep water, but 
the Bluefin 21 finally managed 
to complete a full 16-hour scan 

of the silt-covered seabed far off 
Australia’s west coast, the search 
coordination center said. While 
data collected during the mission, 
which ended overnight, were still 
being analyzed, nothing of note 
had yet been discovered, the cen-
ter said. The sub has now covered 
 35 square miles  of seafloor.

Separately, the center said the 
oil analysis done in the western 
city of Perth came up empty when 
the samples tested negative for 
aircraft oil or hydraulic fluid. The 
oil was collected earlier this week 

from a slick about  3.4 miles  from 
the area where equipment picked 
up underwater sounds consistent 
with an aircraft black box.

It was hoped that the oil would 
be evidence that officials are look-
ing in the right place for Flight 
370, which vanished March 8 
while en route from Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia, to Beijing. 

Searchers have yet to find any 
physical proof that the sounds 
that led them to the ocean floor 
where the Bluefin has been de-
ployed were from the ill-fated jet. 

Samples taken from oil 
slick not from missing jet

Official: Fate unknown for 
115 abducted Nigerian girls

 The Associated Press

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria  — The 
fate of 115 female students ab-
ducted by Islamic extremists was 
thrown into uncertainty Thurs-
day when their school principal 
denied the Nigerian military’s re-
port that almost all the  students 
had been freed.

“Up till now, we are still waiting 
and praying for the safe return 
of the students …,” the princi-
pal, Asabe Kwambura, told The 
Associated Press by telephone. 
“The security people, especially 
the vigilantes and the well-mean-
ing volunteers of Gwoza, are still 
out searching for them. The mili-
tary people, too, are in the bush 
searching.”

She said only 14 of the 129 girls 
and young women kidnapped by 
gunmen before dawn Tuesday 
have returned to Chibok town — 
four who jumped from the back of 
a truck and 10 who escaped into 
the bush when their abductors 
asked them to cook a meal.

The principal directly contra-
dicted Maj. Gen. Chris Olukolade, 
the Defense Ministry spokes-
man, who said in a statement late 
Wednesday night that Kwambura 
herself had confirmed that all but 
eight of the students have been 

accounted for. “The others have 
been freed this evening,” he said. 
He also said security forces had 
captured one of the abductors.

Olukolade could not imme-
diately be reached for further 
comment.

School principal Kwambura 
was adamant: “So let it be clear 
that all the information passed on 
to the media by the military con-
cerning 107 girls is not true.” 

The extremists have been on 
a rampage in Nigeria this week, 
blamed for four attacks in three 
days that started with a massive 
explosion at a busy bus station 
during the Monday morning rush 
hour in Abuja, the capital, which 
killed at least 75 people.

Two attacks in northeastern 
villages killed 20 people Tuesday 
night and Wednesday morning.

More than 1,500 people have 
been killed this year, compared 
with an estimated 3,600 between 
2010 and 2013.

The attacks undermine govern-
ment and military claims that se-
curity forces are containing the 
Islamic militants’ uprising that 
began five years ago in the ex-
treme northeast of the country. 

GREG WOOD/AP

A Japanese Orion aircraft takes off Thursday from Pearce Airbase, 
north of Perth, Australia, to help in the search for missing Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 370 .
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BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — Two 
U.S. Navy helicopters began as-
sisting Thursday in the search 
for survivors of a ferry that 
sank off the southwestern tip of 
South Korea a day earlier.

More than 280 people, many 
of them high school students on 
a school trip to a popular resort 
island, remain missing, and 18 
people are confirmed dead, ac-
cording to media reports.

Lt. Arlo Abrahamson, 
spokesman for Commander, 
Naval Forces Korea, said two 
MH-60 helicopters operating 
off the USS Bonhomme Rich-
ard were searching an area 
about  6 to 17 miles  from the 
disaster site at the request of 
the South Korean commander 
directing the search.

Approximately 3,000 sailors 
and Marines are aboard the 
Bonhomme Richard, an am-
phibious assault ship that also 
carries MV-22 Ospreys. The 
ship is now about  23 to 29 miles  
from the wreckage of the Sewol, 
the 6,325-ton ferry that was en 
route to Jeju Island when it sent 
out a distress signal shortly be-
fore 9 a.m. Wednesday.

The Bonhomme Richard 

had finished taking part in a 
large-scale U.S.-South Korean 
amphibious landing operation 
earlier this month and was 
conducting routine operations 
in waters west of the Korean 
peninsula Wednesday when it 
received a request to provide 
assistance.

“It was just past noon today 
(Wednesday) when we re-
ceived the call to assist and we 
immediately altered course to-
ward the site of the sinking ves-
sel and came up to ‘All Ahead 
Flank,’ our highest possible 
speed,” read a post attributed 
to Capt. Joey “JT” Tynch, the 
commanding officer of the Bon-
homme Richard, on the ship’s 
Facebook page. “The thoughts 
and prayers of all of us aboard 
BHR are with the passengers 
and crew of the Korean ferry 
Sewol and their families.”

Two MH-60s equipped with 
lifeboats were initially dis-
patched to the disaster site but 
were recalled.

“The U.S. Navy is standing by 
and ready to assist as requested 
by our Korean partners,” Abra-
hamson said. “We continue to 
keep in close contact with the 
on-scene commander.”
rowland.ashley@stripes.com
Twitter: @Rowland_Stripes

2 US Navy helos join search 
for S. Korean ferry survivorsEvacuation came too late 

for many on sinking ferry
 The Associated Press

MOKPO, South Korea — An 
immediate evacuation order 
was not issued for the ferry that 
sank off South Korea’s southern 
coast, likely with scores of people 
trapped inside, because officers 
on the bridge were trying to sta-
bilize the vessel after it started to 
list amid confusion and chaos, a 
crewmember said Thursday.

Meanwhile, the coast guard 
said it was investigating whether 
the ferry’s captain was one of the 
first ones off the sinking ship.

The first instructions from the 
captain were for the passengers 
to put on life jackets and stay 
put, and it was not until about 30 
minutes later that he ordered an 
evacuation, Oh Yong-seok, 58, a 
crewmember, told The Associ-
ated Press. Oh said he wasn’t 
sure if the captain’s order, given 
to crewmembers, was actually re-
layed to passengers on the public 
address system.

Several survivors also told the 
AP that they never heard any 
evacuation order.

 Eighteen people, including a 
female crewmember, at least five 

students and two teachers, were 
confirmed dead by coast guard 
officials Thursday night. The toll 
was expected to jump amid fears 
that more than 280 missing pas-
sengers — many high school stu-
dents — were dead. Coast guard 
officials put the number of survi-
vors Thursday at 179.

Video obtained by the AP that 
was shot by a survivor, truck 
driver Kim Dong-soo, shows the 
vessel listing severely as people 
in life jackets cling to the side of 
the ship to keep from sliding. A 
loudspeaker announcement can 
be heard telling passengers to 
stay in their quarters.

The increasingly anxious 
search for the missing was ham-
pered all day Thursday by strong, 
dangerous currents, rain and bad 
visibility. Officials said divers 
would continue trying overnight 
to enter the ship .

There were 475 people aboard, 
including 325 students on a 
school trip to the tourist island of 
Jeju in the south of the country. 
The ferry had traveled overnight 
from Incheon on the northwest-
ern coast of South Korea and 

was three hours short of its des-
tination when it began to list. The 
cause is not yet known.

The  480-foot  Sewol now sits 
— with just part of its keel visible 
— in waters off Mokpo, about  290 
miles  from Seoul.

 Passenger Koo Bon-hee, 36, 
told the AP that many people 
were trapped inside by windows 
that were too hard to break. He 
wanted to escape earlier but 
didn’t because of the announce-
ment that said passengers should 
stay put.

“The rescue wasn’t done well. 
We were wearing life jackets. 
We had time,” Koo, who was on 
a business trip to Jeju with a co-
worker, said from a hospital bed 
in Mokpo where he was treated 
for minor injuries. “If people had 
jumped into the water ... they 
could have been rescued. But we 
were told not to go out.”

It is not clear if the captain’s 
actions violated any procedures, 
and he may have believed at the 
time that it was still possible to 
control the vessel, which would 
have made the order to evacuate 
unnecessary. 
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 BY AMY MARTINEZ

The Seattle Times 

SEATTLE — Enio Aguero had never 
been to Oso, Wash., before late last month. 
But he recognized the faces.

“Faces of hopelessness, trying to find out 
why or how this could happen,” said the 53-
year-old chaplain from northern Virginia, 
a veteran of disaster relief in Moore, Okla., 
where a tornado last May obliterated entire 
subdivisions and killed 24 people.

“When a disaster like this happens, it 
touches the deepest part of our being. At 
one minute, there was everything; a min-
ute later, there was nothing,” said Aguero, 
a chaplain coordinator for Southern Bap-
tist Disaster Relief. “There’s no way we 
can make sense of this, except that God is 
in control.”

People of faith, ministers and chap-
lains have responded to the deadly March 
22 mudslide as a calling. They’re on the 
ground in Oso, Darrington and Arlington, 
Wash., trying to help shocked survivors 
pick up and go on. The transition from 
overwhelming loss to healing will be slow 
and difficult, they say.

“I’ve been ordained 38 years, so I’ve 
seen a lot, but I’ve never been a part of 
something this dramatic and all-encom-
passing,” said the Rev. Tim Sauer, pastor 
at the Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Arlington and St. John Vianney 
in Darrington.

“There is a heightened sense of numb-
ness, at least initially. It’s been 

two weeks now, so the realities 
are starting to kick in.”

In the first few days 
after the slide, local 

churches served as 
clearinghouses for 
food, water and 

other basic needs. 
Increasingly, 

though, 
griev-

ing 

families and rescue workers are turning to 
them for spiritual and emotional care.

“Even someone who does not believe in 
God lifts up their eyes and asks ‘Why?’ ” 
Aguero said.

The need to minister to people trauma-
tized by natural disasters is attracting 
more attention from faith-based organi-
zations, said the Rev. Frederick Streets, a 
social work professor at the University of 
Saint Joseph in West Hartford, Conn., and 
former chaplain of Yale University.

Grief felt over the sudden loss of a loved 
one, coupled with massive property dam-
age, can lead to health ailments, substance 
abuse and other problems if left untreated, 
Streets said.

“Grief is a natural reaction to loss, and 
it becomes more complicated when the 
loss is traumatic and unforeseen,” he said. 
“Even people who survived the mudslide 
have to deal with dislocation.”

Chad Blood, pastor at Lifeway Four-
square Church in Arlington, initially bus-
ied himself with phone calls to determine, 
“Who needs clothes, who needs water?” 
But his role changed when a volunteer 
firefighter in Darrington asked if he could 
come to the local community center, “to 

sit with people, engage with 
them and love them.”

He and others em-
phasized that 

they’re careful to not proselytize or come 
across as if they’re trying to convert some-
one to their own religious faith.

“I’ll ask at the fire department, ‘Hey, you 
need some water? Anything I can get you?’ 
Just be present,” Blood said. “Down the 
road, six months from now, when things 
quiet down and all the media has left — 
and things hit your heart a little heavier 
— they’ll know where to turn.”

He uses the term “ministry of presence” 
to describe what he sees as his main role 
nowadays: to serve as a listening ear. He 
spent one day last week running errands 
with the father of a teenage boy killed by 
the mudslide.

“You’re not asking, ‘How are you feel-
ing?’ How can someone even answer that 
question? At the same time, you can be 
with them, let them cry and express them-
selves,” he said. “As a minister, I believe 
just being with somebody allows them to 
heal.”

Sauer said he’s been going practically 
nonstop since the disaster, from 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m. daily, devoting himself to griev-
ing families from a variety of religious 
backgrounds.

Catholic Community Services 
is covering the funeral costs for 
slide victims, no matter what 
religion they followed 

or did not follow.
“In every case, those conversations have 

moved from specifics about funerals, buri-
als and expenses to their spiritual and faith 
life, and their own struggles with that,” 
Sauer said.

“It’s clear this has shaken our community
in countless ways. But in 
that process, it has brought 
to the surface for a lot of 
people questions about 
what they believe 
and what matters, 
and what role God 
has, first of all, in 
this tragedy, and 
second, in their 
lives as they go 
forward from 
here,” he said. 
“I sense that 
people are 
now look-
ing for 
spiritual 
support.” 

Gabby Kernaghan, top right, attends a candlelight vigil inside the Darrington Community Center in Darrington, Wash., on April 5.  The service honored 
victims and survivors of the mudslide in Oso, Wash., on March 22. 

PHOTOS BY MARCUS YAM, THE SEATTLE TIMES/M CT

Ministering to Wash. mudslide survivors
‘  When a disaster like 
this happens, it touches 
the deepest part of our 
being. At one minute, 
there was everything; a 
minute later, there was 
nothing. There’s no way 
we can make sense of 
this, except that God is in 
control. ’

Enio Aguero
chaplain coordinator, 

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief
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that  Isabel was arrested on a fed-
eral complaint charging him with 
production of child pornography.

Isabel is accused of placing the 
devices in a girls’ bathroom at 
Hayes Elementary School in Dav-
enport. He was recently the site 
coordinator for an after-school 
program for the district.

2 men die near finish 
line of half-marathon

NC RALEIGH — Authori-
ties said two runners 

died near the finish line of a 
half-marathon near Raleigh on 

Sunday. Race organizers said the 
men’s deaths appeared to be from 
natural causes .

About 12,000 runners were ex-
pected to participate in the half-
marathon and the full marathon 
near downtown Raleigh.

Rock ’n’ Roll Marathon Medical 
Director Dr. P.Z. Pearce said doc-
tors and race organizers spoke to 
the families of both runners, who 
asked for privacy. 

The names of the runners have 
not been released. Officials said 
the men were young and physi-
cally fit; one was 31 and the other 
was 35.

Dig for Atari ‘E.T.’ 
games set to begin

NM ALAMOGORDO 
— Organizers of a 

search in a New Mexico landfill 
for a rumored stash of what some 
call the worst video game ever 
made by Atari announced  last 
week that the dig will get under-
way this month.

The dig at the Alamogordo 
landfill where Atari reportedly 
discarded millions of “E.T. the 
Extra-Terrestrial” game car-
tridges in 1983 is scheduled for From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$185K
The amount paid 
at an auction 
in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., for a pair 
of rhinestone 
earrings that 
Marilyn Monroe 
wore to a 1955 
Hollywood film 
premiere. Julien’s 
Auctions said 
in a statement 
Sunday that the 
actress wore the jewelry when she 
attended the opening of “The Rose 
Tattoo,” a film based on a Tennessee 
Williams play. The buyer was a foreign 
collector; the auction house doesn’t re-
lease the names of buyers.

Drunken driver crashes 
into train, runs away

OR JEFFERSON — Mar-
ion County sheriff’s 

deputies said a driver crashed 
into a train before daybreak, ran 
from his burning car and asked 
neighbors for a place to sleep.

The sheriff’s department re-
ported Monday that Kyle Randall, 
24, was arrested on a drunken 
driving charge after the neigh-
bors called officers about 5 a.m. 
Saturday.

Deputies came to investigate 
and noticed a plume of smoke in 
the distance that turned out to be 
the burning car. They said the car 
was dragged 300 feet before Ran-
dall escaped. They described it as 
“burned out.”

 Dog implicated in park 
death back with owner

MO WENTZVILLE — 
Zeus, a Great Dane 

initially implicated in a fatal at-
tack of another dog at a dog park, 
was given back to his owner on 
Friday. 

Authorities said Buddy, 10, a 
golden retriever, was killed on 
March 30 at Quail Ridge Park in 
the off-leash dog area.

St. Charles County officials 
said  an autopsy of Buddy showed 
no puncture marks, crushing or 
other identifiable cause of death. 
The county has been unable to lo-
cate another dog involved in the 
attack.

Zeus’ owner agreed to put the 
dog in training and socialization 
classes and to allow future be-
havior evaluations. He will not be 
allowed in dog parks or other off-
leash animal facilities. 

Toddler found alone a 
block from his home

WI WISCONSIN RAPIDS 
— A Wood County agen-

cy took custody of an 18-month-old 
boy this week who was found wan-
dering about a block away from 
his home while his father slept.

The toddler will be turned over 
to a relative, Daily Tribune Media 
reported.

A care worker spotted the boy 
wandering around the Thousand 
Oaks Trailer Park in Wisconsin 
Rapids on Friday morning. The 
child was wearing a short-sleeved 
shirt, a diaper and one sock, police 
Lt. Brian Krzykowski said.

Officers went to the boy’s home 
and woke the father, who didn’t 
know his son was missing. Wood 
County Human Services took 
custody of the boy and will turn 
him over to a responsible relative, 
Krzykowski said.

 Man arrested in school 
bathroom camera case

IA DAVENPORT — Au-
thorities have arrested 

an eastern Iowa man accused 
of placing hidden video record-
ing devices in a girls’ school 
bathroom.

The U.S. Department of Justice 
for the southern district of Iowa 
said Ian Dishon Isabel, 29, was 
taken into custody Friday. He 
was captured in Adams County 
in western Illinois.

The Quad-City Times reported 

THE CENSUS

Holy crappie!
Colt Cannon, 4, and his grandfather, Curt Cannon, of Bakersfield, Calif., have fun together catching 
fish during the annual Isabella Lake, Calif., Fishing Derby on Saturday . They are holding a crappie they 
caught before the derby and a trout that was caught Saturday morning. 

April 26, officials with Microsoft-
owned Xbox said. The excavation
will be open for public viewing,
according to Xbox.

The company is joining with 
Fuel Entertainment and LightBox
Interactive to search the landfill.
All three companies are making 
a documentary about the project,
and Microsoft plans to release  it
on its Xbox One console. 

 Cops dress as Amish to 
target flasher of kids

PA PULASKI — A male 
western Pennsylvania

police officer has been dressing 
as an Amish woman — along with 
a female officer from a neighbor-
ing department — hoping to scare
off a man suspected of exposing 
himself to Amish children.

Pulaski Township Sgt. Chad
Adams said police weren’t able 
to charge the man because of a 
lack of evidence, but they believe
he’s the same person sentenced to 
house arrest in January for simi-
lar incidents in neighboring Mer-
cer County.

Adams said he got help from 
a female officer in Wampum. 
The Amish who live in Lawrence 
County  don’t want their children
to testify in court and agreed to
lend the police women’s bonnets,
aprons and dresses to catch or
scare away the suspect. 

 Boat burns; family bails 
out and swims to shore

OR PRINEVILLE — A
boat caught fire on the

Prineville Reservoir and sank
after family members jumped 
overboard and swam to shore.

The Crook County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported that the fire broke 
out Sunday afternoon near a boat 
launch when the operator tried to 
start the inboard motor and the
engine compartment caught fire.

Deputies said Anthony Howden,
40, of Bend, told them he tried to
use a fire extinguisher, but it 
didn’t work. Life jackets were not
at hand, so the family bailed out
without them.

The boat was about 30 yards 
from shore when deputies arrived,
and then it drifted toward shore
before sinking,  they said.

CASEY CHRISTIE, THE BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN/AP
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS

BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

It’s a generic saying, but the new V-Moda XS 
over-the-ear headphones are true to phrase 
when I say “big things come in small pack-
ages.”

Before I had my hands on the fi nal product, 
the company was touting them as “Designed for 
ultimate comfort and sleek ergonomic fi t,” which 
kind of surprised me after I saw the large box 
they were delivered in.

After unpacking the press kit and getting to the 
headphones I saw how that statement held true 
along with V-Moda’s well-deserved praise over 
the years for designing fashion-forward wearable 
technology with incredible sound.

Val Kolton, the company’s 
CEO and founder, gave me 
a sneak peek at the head-
phones late last year 
while they were in 
development. Dur-
ing our conversa-
tion he stressed 
the need to 
design the XS 
brand with 
a head-
band that 
minimizes 
the space 
between 
your head 
and the 
headband.

After try-
ing on the fi n-
ished product 
you can see and 
feel how Kolton 
achieved his vi-
sion, which was in 
development for more 
than fi ve years.

They feature a patent-
pending CliqFold hinge with 
comfortable, padded ear cups.

V-Moda conducted tests of the physical durabil-
ity of the XS’s and have stated they can withstand 
up to 60 drops on concrete and the “steelfl ex” 
headband is virtually indestructible.

I showed them to a friend whose fi rst impres-
sion was “why are they so small, they don’t even 
cover my ears.” I told him to put them on and I 
turned up the music. He was sold, as was I, the 
second I had them on my head.

The powerful sound comes from 40mm dual-
diaphragm drivers in each ear.

Other features include a 45-degree plug and 
tangle-free cords, which include a microphone 
that can be used with Apple iPhone, iPad, An-
droid and Windows handheld devices.

The headphones are available at V-Moda.com 
for $212 in matte black metal or white silver, 
which include personal customization of the inter-
changeable steel plates on each ear.

They also can be purchased without the cus-
tomization at many other locations for $199.99.

According to V-Moda, the combination of steel 
and metal materials stand up to military-level 
standards of the MIL-STD-810G testing guide-
lines.

What that means to you and me is that they are 
built to last.

Details: www.v-moda.com/XS

Most households can’t get enough USB ports 
for charging. The Anker 5-port chargers help 

ensure that every device gets a full 
charge.

It’s built with Smart Port 
quick-charge technology 

in all fi ve ports. This 
allows it to adjust 

to any device’s 
(Android, iOS, 

etc.) maximum 
charging speed 
and capacity.

As it’s ad-
vertised, just 
plug in and 
it’ll do the 
rest from 
the 40W 
AC charg-
ing device. 
This includes 
power-hungry 

tablets, which 
often require a 

higher-capacity 
charger.
I put it to the 

test by plugging in a 
pair of iPads (air and 

version 4) along with a pair 
of iPhone 5s’s and an iPhone 

4. The next morning all fi ve were 
charged up and ready for a day’s use.

Details: $25.99 for the 40W 5-port model, 
$19.99 for the 25W 5-port; www.ianker.com

Energizer’s new 200-lumen high performance 
headlight might not be a fashion statement, but 
when you need a hands-free quality light, it’s as 
good as any.

It works off of the three included AAA batter-
ies (Energizer of course) and has a removable, 
adjustable and washable headband.

The light pivots up to 90 degrees and has four 
light modes with a high and low for white spot 
light and white fl ood.

Details: $37.99; www.energizer.com

GADGET WATCH
V-Moda XS headphones worth the wait

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store 
for April 16:

1. “Happy” (from “Despicable Me 2”), 
Pharrell Williams
2. “West Coast,” Lana Del Rey
3. “All of Me,” John Legend
4. “Let It Go,” Idina Menzel
5. “Sing,” Ed Sheeran
6. “Play It Again,” Luke Bryan
7. “Turn Down For What,” DJ Snake 
& Lil Jon
8. “Talk Dirty” (Explicit), Jason Derulo 
(feat. 2 Chainz)
9. “Dark Horse,” Katy Perry (feat. Juicy 
J)
10. “Talk Dirty,” Jason Derulo (feat. 2 
Chainz)

— Compiled by MCT

Top streamed tracks on Spotify 
from April 7-13:

1. John Legend, “All of Me”
2. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
3. Jason Derulo, “Talk Dirty — feat. 2 
Chainz”
4. Bastille, “Pompeii”
5. Various Artists, “Let It Go”
6. Aloe Blacc, “The Man”
7. Lorde, “Team”
8. Coldplay, “Magic”
9. The Chainsmokers, “#SELFIE 
— Original Mix”
10. OneRepublic, “Counting Stars” 

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded 
from the iTunes Store for April 16:

1. “The Wolf of Wall Street”
2. “Ride Along”
3. “The Secret Life 
of Walter Mitty”
4. “Frozen”
5. “In a World ...”
6. “The Hobbit: 
The Desolation of 
Smaug”
7. “Anchorman 
2: The Legend 
Continues”
8. “The Nut Job”
9. “The Legend of Hercules”
10. “Philomena”

— Compiled by MCT

The editors of Game Informer rank the 
Top 10 downloadable games for April:

1. “TowerFall Ascension,” PS4, PC
2. “The Last of Us: Left Behind,” PS3
3. “Luftrausers,” PS3, PC, Vita
4. “Strider,” PS4, Xbox One, PS3, 
360, PC
5. “Mercenary Kings,” PS4, PC
6. “BioShock Infi nite: Burial at Sea 
– Episode Two,” PS3, 360, PC
7. “The Walking Dead: Season 2 
Episode 2 – A House Divided,” PS3, 
360, PC, iOS
8. “Fez,” PS4, PS3, Vita
9. “The Wolf Among Us Episode 3 – A 
Crooked Mile,” PS3, 360, PC, iOS
10. “SteamWorld Dig,” PS4, PC, 3DS

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new free apps for April 16:

ANDROID
1. Family Guy: The Quest for Stuff
2. Cut the Rope 2
3. CSR Classics
4. Cubis – Addictive Puzzler!
5. Heartbleed Security Scanner

Top 5 free apps for April 16:

APPLE
1. Microsoft Word for iPad
2. Trials Frontier
3. Family Guy: The Quest for Stuff
4. 2048
5. Don’t Tap The White Tile

— Compiled by MCT

 BY HEATHER SOMERVILLE

San Jose Mercury News

On March 7, San Fran-
cisco entrepreneur 
Kent Frankovich made 
a 10-minute prime time 

TV appearance, and went home 
with $300,000.

Frankovich, co-founder and 
CEO of startup Revolights, made 
a pitch for his LED bicycle light 
invention on the ABC reality TV 
show “Shark Tank,” a program 
notorious for its cutthroat compe-
tition. Frankovich not only stood 
up under the pressure of fi ve 
ruthlessly critical judges, he also 
impressed them enough to land 
a $300,000 investment — twice 
what he went on the show to ask 
for.

On “Shark Tank,” budding 
entrepreneurs pitch their busi-
nesses to a panel of millionaire 
and billionaire tycoons and get 
an immediate answer — either 
a resounding “yes” to investing 
for a stake in the company, or a 
defl ating “no” likely followed by 
some ruthless criticism.

Frankovich had asked for 
$150,000 in exchange for 10 
percent of his company. Revo-
lights, which Frankovich started 

with fellow Walnut Creek, Calif., 
native Adam Pettler in 2011, 
makes battery-powered LED 
bicycle lights that mount on the 
front and back wheels, illuminat-
ing the bicyclist’s path without 
shining in the bicyclist’s face or 
blinding anyone else on the road. 
The lights synchronize with the 
pedal speed, and blinking red 
tail lights alert others on the road 
when the bike is slowing.

His pitch was immediately met 
with praise — a rare response 
on the show. The investors called 
Revolights “so cool” and “very 
smart.”

Frankovich told the investors 
— called “sharks” on the show 
— that 70 percent of nighttime 
bike collisions can be attributed 
to lack of side visibility.

“We want to eliminate that 
statistic,” he said.

The $300,000 offer came from 
Robert Herjavec, founder of 
The Herjavec Group, a leading 
IT security and infrastructure 
integration fi rm. 

Frankovich said the company 
had sold $600,000 of product 
in about 10 months, primarily 
online, but Revolights was not 
yet profi table.  Revolights sell for 
$139 each or $229 for two.

ON THE COVER: Kevin Costner stars as Sonny Weaver Jr., the 
fi ctional general manager of the Cleveland Browns, in “Draft Day.”

Courtesy of Summit Entertainment

JANE TYSKA, BAY AREA NEWS GROUP/MCT

Revolights chief executive offi cer and co-founder Kent Frankovich, 
right, and co-founder Adam Pettler, left, demonstrate their product 
— wheel-mounted LED bicycle lights — in Emeryville, Calif.

Revolights shows off 
bright idea for cyclists 

V-MODA/MCT
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WEEKEND

CHECK IT OUT
Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

Aw, Jeez, ‘Fargo’ is on AFN
The new FX series isn’t a remake but rather a 
furtherance of the Coen brothers’ 1996 crime 
classic. It’s still set in rural, snowy Minnesota, but the 
characters are different. The stellar cast includes Billy 
Bob Thornton (left), Martin Freeman, Colin Hanks, Bob 
Odenkirk and Kate Walsh, among many others. But 
is it Coen approved? You betcha. Joel and Ethan are 
executive producers.
� ‘Fargo’ premieres April 20 on AFN-Spectrum.

1

Costner tackles the NFL
Kevin Costner is back in his wheelhouse, starring 
in a sports movie. He’s best known for his baseball 
films, but in “Draft Day” he’s an NFL general manager 
trying to make the most of his first-round draft pick. 
Moviegoers, you’re on the clock.
� Costner profile on Page 24.
� Movie review and a look at Costner’s sports flicks 
on Page 25.

2

Watch a clinic in songcraft
You might not be familiar with singer-songwriter Jesse 
Winchester, who died of cancer on April 11, but 
chances are a musician you admire is. A few years 
back, on the Elvis Costello talk show “Spectacle,” 
he moved indie rocker Neko Case to tears with a 
performance.
� Watch the ‘Spectacle’ performance at: 
http://youtu.be/5uKGWpqnS8E
� Winchester appreciation on Page 26.

3

Billy Bob Thornton as Lorne Malvo 
in the new FX series “Fargo.”
MATTHIAS CLAMER/FX
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WEEKEND: MOVIES

FOR LOVE OF THE GAME
Sports-movie veteran Kevin Costner 
tackles the NFL in ‘Draft Day,’ refl ects 
on the ups and downs of making fi lms

I’M SURE, IF PEOPLE TRIED TO HANDICAP ME AGAINST ALL THE ACTORS THAT YOU WOULD HAVE 
COMPARED ME TO, WHEN WE FIRST STARTED, IT WOULD BE INTERESTING.”

— Kevin Costner

BY STEVEN REA

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Kevin Costner is the 
general manager of the 
Cleveland Browns in 
his new movie, “Draft 

Day.” The Ivan Reitman-direct-
ed project — a kind of gridiron 
“Moneyball” — takes place on 
that fateful spring day when the 
32 teams in the NFL go hunt-
ing for the cream of the year’s 
college crop, signing, trading, 
strategizing, looking to fi ll holes 
in their lineups and, hopefully, 
fi nd the real talent out there, and 
the players their competition 
might have missed.

The NFL Draft has become a 
big deal in its own right, a spec-
tator sport, with the successive 
rounds of picks taking place over 
a long weekend. (The 2014 draft: 
May 8-10 on the NFL Network.)

Costner, who has had a good 
run when it comes to sports 
movies — “Field of Dreams” and 
“Bull Durham” (baseball), “Tin 
Cup” (golf) — related to “Draft 
Day’s” go-my-own-way pro-
tagonist, Sonny Weaver Jr., a GM 
being second-guessed by just 
about everyone from his coaches 
to his coworker and lover (Jen-
nifer Garner) to his mom (Ellen 
Burstyn).

Costner, 59, has been in movies 
since the start of the ’80s (“Frat 
Boy #1” in Ron Howard’s “Night 
Shift” was an early job). He was 
Elliot Ness in “The Untouch-
ables” (1987) and received best 
actor, director and picture Oscar 
nominations for his 1990 La-
kota Indian epic, “Dances with 
Wolves.” He won the directing 
and picture Academy Awards.

Costner did not miss the paral-
lels between the handicapping, 
prospecting and deal-making 
that goes on in “Draft Day,” and 
the handicapping, prospecting 
and deal-making that goes on in 
the movie biz.

“I’m sure, if people tried to 
handicap me against all the 
actors that you would have 
compared me to, when we fi rst 
started, it would be interesting,” 
the actor ruminated on the phone 
from Los Angeles recently. “How 
many have just fallen off the 

cliff, so to speak — the ones that never went past one or 
two movies?

“How do you handicap that when you look at some-
one? You know, how do you measure it? You’d be mis-
taken if you did it by looks. You’d be mistaken if you 
did it by height. ... And you’d be mistaken if you did it 
by what everybody else said versus what you think.”

He adds: “You have to analyze talent, and see if 
people have a genuine love. You know, if some-
body’s just in love with the red carpet, chances 
are that’s what they’re going to follow. They’re 
just in love with the fame, and that quickly fades, 
because it’s about longevity, it’s not about the 
moment. If you just feel like you’re going to be 
popular your whole life, that’s unlikely.”

Costner certainly has had his ups and 
downs. “Waterworld” (1995) and “The 
Postman” (1997) are famous fl ops; the 
History Channel’s 2012 “Hatfi elds & Mc-
Coys” miniseries, a huge hit; the 2010 
ensemble piece “Company Men,” a 
critical hit. He was Clark Kent’s adop-
tive dad in last year’s “Superman” 
reboot, “Man of Steel.”

So far in 2014, he’s had three fea-
tures in the multiplexes.

Costner is a veteran CIA guy 
opposite Chris Pine in “Jack Ryan: 
Shadow Recruit,” released in Jan-
uary, and a veteran CIA guy oppo-
site Amber Heard in February’s 
“3 Days to Kill.” In the former, 
his was a supporting role; in the 
latter, he was the star.  

Costner, who lives in Santa 
Barbara, Calif., has two fi lms 
in the bank. One is “McFar-
land,” directed by “Whale 
Rider’s Niki Caro and coming 
from Disney, with the star in 
the title role — a high school 
track coach working with a 
group of mostly poor Latino 
kids whose families are 
farm laborers. “They don’t 
have a lot going for them 
except their big hearts,” he 
says. “So it’s a true story 
about cross-country run-
ning here in California.”

The other, “Black and 
White,” is a contempo-
rary drama with racism 
as its central theme. 
He fi nanced the project 
himself.

“No one really 
wanted to make it, but 
I felt it was an impor-
tant movie to make. 
And I thought it was 
very entertaining,” he 
says. 

Kevin Costner,
 who got his start
 in the early ’80s,
 has had his share

 of hits and misses.
AP
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Kevin Costner plays an NFL general 
manager in “Draft Day,” the latest entry in the 
actor’s long association with sports on fi lm.

“Bull Durham” was a benchmark for 
Kevin Costner as an actor who fi ts seamlessly 
into Hollywood’s musings on baseball. He 
cemented his role as baseball’s everyman the 
following year, 1989, with “Field of Dreams,” 
as a farmer who is visited by the ghosts of the 
sport’s past, and returned to baseball in 1999 
as a major-league pitcher in “For Love of the 
Game.”

IMDB.com says he statistically has acted 
in more baseball-themed fi lms than any other 
actor, except for Dennis Haysbert, who played 
Pedro Cerrano in all three “Major League” 
movies, as well as being in “Baseball” (1992). 
Counting the little-seen “Chasing Dreams,” 
that would put Costner in a tie for the lead.

While we’re talking Costner and sports, how 
could we forget “Tin Cup” and all of those 
shots into the drink?

Don’t worry, we haven’t forgotten. Here’s 
a rundown of Kevin Costner’s fi ctional sports 
movies:

1982 — “Chasing Dreams” (baseball): 
Although he has a small role, a DVD was 
released after “Field of Dreams” with his face 
splashed across the cover. The star was David 
G. Brown, a young man who fi nds comfort 
and a career in baseball.

1985 — “American Flyers” (bicycling): 
Costner plays a doctor who reunites with his 
estranged brother when he realizes a brain 
disease runs in their family. The brothers bond 
over cycling and decide to enter a grueling 
bike race through the Rocky Mountains.

1988 — “Bull Durham” (baseball): As 
Crash Davis, the aging catcher chasing the mi-
nor-league home run title, he was a showman 
who would never make it in “the show” but 
who found his niche while helping a young, 
talented pitcher (Tim Robbins). He also set off 
a few sparks with Susan Sarandon’s Baseball 
Annie.

1989 — “Field of Dreams” (baseball): A 
down-on-his-luck Iowa farmer answers a voice 
that tells him, “If you build it, they will come.” 
He fl attens his fi elds to create a baseball 
diamond, and the redeeming qualities of 
America’s pastime take on otherworldly mean-
ings and lead to a poignant father-son reunion.

1996 — “Tin Cup” (golf): Costner’s Roy 
“Tin Cup” McAvoy is a free spirit who wants to 
live and play his way and has problems with 
rules. He has the talent to compete on the 
highest levels but not the temperament, unlike 
the champ and fi rst-class jerk played by Don 
Johnson. Oh, and sparks fl y with Rene Russo.

1999 — “For Love of the Game” (base-
ball): An aging major league pitcher fl ashes 
through his career as he gets a chance at love 
with Kelly Preston and one last chance at be-
ing pitch perfect on the mound.

1999 — “Play It to the Bone” (boxing): 
OK, this is pushing it. He plays himself as a 
fan at ringside in a movie that stars Woody 
Harrelson and Antonio Banderas as friends 
and former middleweight contenders who fi ght
each other for the fi rst time.

2014 — “Draft Day” (football): Costner 
moves into the front offi ce as the Cleveland 
Browns’ general manager. It’s time for the NFL 
Draft, and he can rebuild his team by going 
with his gut or doing what everyone, including 
the coach and owner, expects of him.

Next Season — “McFarland” (track): With 
a TBA release date, the Disney fi lm is de-
scribed by Variety as: “Based on a true story, 
Costner will play a coach, living in a predomi-
nantly Hispanic California town, who creates 
a high school track team that must overcome 
social and physical hurdles to become cham-
pions during the 1980s.”

— Sharon Eberson/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Sports flicks
are a good fit 
for Costner

Behind-the-scenes ‘Draft Day’ plays like late-round pick

Competent performer

WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“Draft Day” is playing at the 
following military facilities: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder, 
Grafenwöhr, Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Vilseck, 
Wiesbaden, Sigonella, Vicenza and 
Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Showboat, Benny Decker, 
Fleet, Negishi, Yokota, Zama 
(Sagamihara), Yongsan South Post 
No. 2, Casey, Henry, Humphreys, 
Kunsan, Osan, Foster, Futenma, 
Hansen, Keystone (Kadena), Kinser, 
Schwab and Courtney.
Online: draftdaythemovie.com

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

“Draft Day” is a “tick-
ing clock” thriller built 
around the NFL Draft, a 
movie that counts down 

to the fateful decision that one embattled 
general manager (Kevin Costner) makes 
with his team’s fi rst-round pick.

It’s a reasonably interesting — to NFL 
fans, anyway — peek behind the curtains 
at the wheeling, dealing and over-think-
ing that goes on as teams and managers 
and coaches try to avoid looking as if they 
don’t know what they’re doing. They’re 
nagged into making hasty or ill-advised 
decisions by agents and the players they 
represent, and showboating owners who 
like to “make a splash,” get their faces on 
ESPN and impress the hometown folks 
with their football acumen.

The GMs have their own slang and 
their own swagger, which makes this a 
natural for Costner, for decades the mov-
ies’ go-to guy for jock roles.

But for the casual fan and the casual 
fi lmgoer, it can be a bit of a melodramatic 
bore. This ticking-clock thriller doesn’t 
really get going until the teams are truly 
“on the clock.”

Costner is Sonny Weaver Jr., gen-
eral manager for the hapless Cleveland 
Browns. They have an antsy owner 
(Frank Langella) and a new, preening 
coach (Denis Leary) who likes to fl ash his 
Super Bowl ring under everybody’s nose. 
Will Frank pick a cocky, pushy linebacker 
(Chadwick Boseman of “42”) or trade 
up to land the Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback (Josh Pence)?

What’s fascinating in these wheeling-
and-dealing early scenes is the way gossip 

gets started, the way the veteran GMs 
play each other and read each other. Ru-
mors about the Heisman winner bubble to 
the surface.

Sports talk radio covers this sort of 
“How much does he want to play?” stuff 
from a speculative point of view. “Draft 
Day” sets out to show how a Johnny Man-
ziel or Jadeveon Clowney’s stock rises and 
falls in the hours leading up to their big 
payday.

“You only get drafted once,” Sonny tells 
his prospects. Better enjoy it.

Sonny gathers intel from his staff 
and steels himself to make a decision 
he knows the owner will not like. Then 
more gossip comes in, and he’s on the 
fence, which gets the coach all worked up. 
Everybody is playing the angles against 
everybody else.

What doesn’t work is the added melo-
drama in all this. Sonny’s dad used to be 
the Browns’ coach. His dad just died. His 
mom (Oscar winner Ellen Burstyn) won’t 
get off his back. And his not-that-secret 
inter-offi ce romance (Jennifer Garner) 
just gave him some news.

“Draft Day” is an NFL- and ESPN-
sanctioned dramedy designed to cash in 
on and maybe goose interest in the draft, 
which TV and the league have turned into 
a spring spectacle. It doesn’t have a lot 
of rough edges to it, nothing unfl attering 
to the league or the cable company in its 
back pocket, which only serves to remind 
us how this sport swallowed American 
sporting culture whole.

Costner and Garner are good and Lan-
gella properly menacing, but Leary has 
lost his fastball and seems to be holding 
back in his quarrel scenes with Costner. 
Costner has to carry the fi lm, which he 
does. But he has a hard a time making 
this tale of accountants and agents and 
athletes with off-fi eld issues exciting.

Filling the screen with character play-
ers ranging from Chi McBride (a rival 
owner) to assorted NFL Network and 
ESPN (past and present) stars, shifting 
from city to city, stadium to stadium as 
the phone calls zip back and forth doesn’t 
really ratchet up suspense or entertain-
ment value.

But for the fans, it’s a competent eye-
opener, a movie that makes you under-
stand Jets quarterback Geno Smith’s fury 
at falling out of the fi rst round and the 
sort of whispering campaigns that this 
closed culture of front-offi ce folks mount 
to let them win in May, even if they don’t 
win in the fall.
“Draft Day” is rated PG-13 for language and 
sexual references. Running time: 109 minutes.

DALE ROBINETTE, SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT/AP

Kevin Costner, left, and Jennifer Garner in a scene from the NFL- and ESPN-sanctioned dramedy “Draft Day.”
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BY MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN

The Washington Post

A good carpenter never 
blames his tools. But 
neither does he go out 
and buy a new hammer 

every time he makes a cabinet.
Using the most tried and true 

of techniques and material, 
“Oculus” director Mike Flana-
gan has crafted a satisfyingly 
old-fashioned ghost story that, in 
its evocation of shivery dread, is 
the most unnerving poltergeist 
picture since “The Conjuring.”

A remake of an earlier short 
— shot by Flanagan on the 
cheap in and around Baltimore 
in 2005 — “Oculus” is the story 
of a haunted antique mirror, 
known as the Lasser Glass. Over 
the centuries since its fabrica-
tion in 1754, dozens of owners 
have experienced madness and 
mysterious, often violent death. 
The movie depicts the efforts of 
two near-victims to destroy the 
cursed object.

The idea of an artifact inhab-
ited by a malevolent supernatu-
ral entity is, of course, nothing 
new. Nor are such horror-movie 
tropes as the spooked dog, the 
staticky television set or cam-
corder surveillance (thank you, 
“Paranormal Activity”). Yet it’s 
what Flanagan does with these 
well-worn tools that counts. The 
fi lmmaker doesn’t break new 
ground, but he marshals each of 
these tools — and more — with 
the skill of a pro, laying down a 
fresh path through familiar terri-
tory and deftly skirting cliche.

Brenton Thwaites and Karen 

Gillan play 20-something sib-
lings Tim and Kaylie, both of 
whom, as we see in fl ashbacks, 
were almost killed 10 years 
ago when their parents (Katee 
Sackhoff and Rory Cochrane) 
went bonkers after purchasing 
the mirror. In the intervening 
decade, Tim has been locked up 
in a mental facility for the killing 
of his father, while Kaylie has put 
her time to good use in tracking 
down the home accessory, which 
she blames for what happened.

Set just after Tim’s release 
from the hospital, the movie 
is structured around Kaylie’s 
elaborate plan to exonerate Tim 
by proving that the events of 10 
years earlier were the results of 
the mirror’s manipulative mind 
games. To this end, she has set 

up video cameras and other 
high-tech equipment in their old 
house to document the activi-
ties of the mirror, out of which 
she hopes to lure whoever — or 
whatever — is possessing it.

“Hello again,” Kaylie whispers 
to this home furnishing from 
hell, adding tauntingly, “You 
must be hungry.”

What Flanagan gets exactly 
right about this far-fetched sce-
nario is that he never shows us 
the “you” Kaylie’s talking to. 

 Juvenile actors Garrett Ryan 
and Annalise Basso play the 
sibling protagonists as children, 
popping up in the old house like 
they still live there — which, 
in a fi gurative sense, they do. 
The younger actors appear both 
in fl ashback sequences and in 
scenes in which their characters 
seem to be interacting with their 
adult selves. Whether it’s fantasy 
or mental illness is unclear.

That’s the most satisfying 
aspect of “Oculus” — the way 
in which Flanagan plays on the 
power of imagination. Shunning 
traditional fl ashback techniques, 
he tells the story in a twisty, 
perception-distorting way that 
messes with the audience’s heads 
as much as it does with Tim’s 
and Kaylie’s.

In that sense, using a mirror 
as the central metaphor for our 
darkest fears is a fairly brilliant 
strategy. When Kaylie and Tim 
look into the glass, of course, 
they see nothing but their own 
refl ections.
“Oculus” is rated R for creepy, violent 
images and brief crude language. 
Running time: 105 minutes.

‘Rio 2’ is a bit too much – except for the music

Unnerving ‘Oculus’ successfully skirts cliche
An unseen evil
WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“Oculus” is playing at the 
following military facilities: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, 
Baumholder, Grafenwöhr, 
Ramstein, Spangdahlem, 
Stuttgart, Vilseck, 
Wiesbaden, Aviano, Vicenza 
and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Yokota, Zama, Yongsan 
South Post No. 1, Casey, 
Henry, Humphreys, 
Kunsan, Osan, Foster, 
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena, 
Kinser, Schwab and 
Courtney. 
Online: oculus2014.com

New on base
“Rio 2” is playing at the following 
military facilities: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder, 
Grafenwöhr, Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,  Vilseck, 
Wiesbaden , Aviano, Sigonella, Vicenza 
and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Showboat, Benny Decker, 
Negishi, Yokota, Zama, Yongsan South 
Post No. 1, Casey, Henry, Humphreys, 
Kunsan, Osan, Foster, Kadena, Kinser 
and Courtney. 
Online: riomovies.com

JOHN ESTES/Lasser Productions, LLC

Karen Gillian plays Kaylie, a 20-something trying to unlock the 
mysteries of a possessed and manipulative mirror, in “Oculus.”

BY BETSY SHARKEY

Los Angeles Times

Wonderfully animated and well-
voiced, “Rio 2” is nevertheless 
too much. Too much plot, too 
many issues, too many charac-

ters. But not too much music.
Yes, the musical numbers reach satura-

tion levels, but the Latin-infl uenced jamming 
and singing are absolutely fabulous. “Rio 
2’s” music might even save the 3-D animated 
action-adventure about endangered South 
American blue macaws from the terrible 2s 
that affect so many sequels.

The eclectic animal and human cast and 
respective star voices that “Rio” introduced 
in 2011 have all reconvened to continue the 
party. And the central troika responsible for 
“Rio’s” progressive percussive sound — com-
poser John Powell, executive music producer 
Sergio Mendes and Brazilian singer-song-
writer Carlinhos Brown — are back and even 
better.

The movie starts with a massive new 
year’s celebration that looks and sounds a lot 
like Carnival. The great-looking character 
style of the fi rst has been further refi ned, 
fi lling this imaginary world with appealing 
faces and intricate plumage, color bursting 
and completely in sync with the eye-pop-
ping frivolity going on, most of it seen from a 

bird’s-eye view.
Those rare billing and cooing macaws, Blu 

(Jesse Eisenberg) and Jewel (Anne Hatha-
way), have become quite domesticated while 
raising their expanding brood. The chicks 
— studious Bia (Amandla Stenberg), adven-
turous Tiago (Pierce Gagnon) and teenage 
Carla (Rachel Crow) — are in various stages 
of becoming their own bird, which sets up 
some family friction.

Blu’s human friends, eco-activists Tulio 

(Rodrigo Santoro) and Linda (Leslie Mann), 
are off in the Amazon trying to stop unlawful 
logging in the rain forest. When Tulio spots 
a random blue macaw feather, he becomes 
convinced there are more birds to be found. 
Word of the discovery hits the 24-hour news 
cycle and Jewel decides a search for a fl ock 
is as good a reason as any to give her citifi ed 
kids a chance to connect with their inner 
wild thing. Blu, still nerdy after all these 
years, sporting a fanny pack using a GPS for 
navigation, is reluctant, but outnumbered.

This is merely director Carlos Saldanha’s 
sometimes sluggish windup. Blu, Jewel, fam-
ily and friends — Nico (Jamie Foxx), Pedro 
(will.i.am), Rafael (George Lopez) and Luiz 
(Tracy Morgan) — are heading to the Ama-
zon, but Yoni Brenner’s script is heading in a 
dozen different directions. 

Things improve signifi cantly when all the 
parties fi nally arrive in the Amazon, truly an 
animation paradise of possibilities from the 
dense undergrowth to the exotic creatures. 

Meanwhile the illegal loggers log, Tulio 
and Linda protest, Jewel goes slightly wild, 
the kids go rogue  and Blu loses his GPS. 
Whatever is a very blue blue macaw to do?

In trying to fl y too high, “Rio 2” does too 
much fl ailing and fl oundering to soar. At least 
the music never misses a beat.
“Rio 2” is rated G. Running time: 101 minutes.
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COURTESY OF THE ALMEIDA THEATRE/AP

 Actress Katie Brayben wears a mask that depicts Britain’s Prince Charles during a scene from the play “King Charles III” at 
the Almeida Theatre in London. The new play about Britain’s future king is getting rave reviews from critics. 

SEE THIS:

British royalty lampooned 

A new play about Britain’s future king that once 
would have been theatrical treason is getting 
rave reviews. “King Charles III,” running at 
London’s Almeida Theatre, imagines the current 
heir, Prince Charles, taking the throne with 
catastrophic results.

Daily Mail critic Quentin Letts said the play 
“seems anxious to provoke a serious row” and 
accused it of coming close to defamation.

But most of Britain’s newspapers applauded the 
play.

“Bold, brilliant and unstoppably entertaining,” 
said Dominic Maxwell in The Times of London. 
Charles Spencer in the Daily Telegraph found 
it “spectacular, gripping ... moving as well as 
funny.” 

Mike Bartlett’s “future history play” shows 
the new king, uncertain of his powers and moved 
by his conscience, refusing to sign a new law 
restricting press freedom. 

The king is surrounded by the affable Prince 
William, a steely Kate and the carousing Prince 
Harry. There is even the ghost of the late Diana, 
Princess of Wales, to haunt the proceedings.

John Snelson, a publications editor at the 
Royal Opera House, says that although  there are 
still taboos related to depicting the royal family 
onstage, he’s confi dent playwrights will keep 
returning to the topic. 

“It’s very much to do with how the individual 
relates to the role,” he said. “That’s where the 
drama comes through. Can they hack it?”
From The Associated Press

ENNIO LEANZA, KEYSTONE/AP

POP IN FOR POP ART:
The Museum House Konstructiv 
in Zurich is hosting an exhibition 
of the works of French painter 
and graphic designer Victor 
Vasarely, a key fi gure of the pop 
art movement of the 1960s. 
 As a pioneer of kinetic art, 
Vasarely produced paintings and 
objects that change appearance 
when the observer moves . 
“Rediscovery of the Painter” 
focuses on the artist’s painted 
works, spanning 1949-1979. 
 The exhibition runs until May 
18 but is closed Good Friday 
and Easter weekend. Find more 
information at the museum’s 
website, hauskonstruktiv.ch.

Beer in Bamberg
On Wednesday, Bamberg, 

Germany, celebrates its proud 
heritage as a town of breweries 
with its annual Beer Day. 

According to information on 
the town’s website, in the 19th 
century, the city could boast of 
being home to 65 breweries, giv-
ing it a unique standing within 
the Franconian region. 

Today’s generation of thirsty 
revelers will gather in Bam-
berg’s Maxplatz to enjoy the 
rich variety of frothy treats the 
town’s nine breweries continue 
to churn out, from wheats to pil-
sners, and, of course, the city’s 
signature brew, smoke beer. 

Those with an appreciation 
for unusual brews could also 
consider a longer stay in this 
UNESCO World Heritage site 
city or its environs. The city 
offers a package deal consist-
ing of two nights’ accommoda-
tion and breakfast; a Bamberg 
Card offering a city tour, entry 
to seven museums and exhibi-
tions, and free use of city buses; 
a “Bierschmecker” beer-tasting 
tour, entry to the Franconian 
brewery museum (April to 
October only), and a traditional 
Schlenkerla brewery meal. The 
package is bookable year round, 
and prices begin at 116 euros 
(about $161) per person based 
on double occupancy. 

Learn more at http://tinyurl.
com/qx7c384. Information is 
available in English. 

Middle Ages spectacle
Give the weekend’s holiday 

celebrations a “days of yore” 
touch by dropping in on the 
Middle Ages-themed Easter 
Spectacle taking place through 
Monday at the hulking fortress 
alongside the Rhine River 
known as the Reduit in Mainz-
Kastel, Germany. 

Time travelers can visit a 
Roman encampment and view 
crafts and weapons typical to 
the period, watch brave knights 
in battle, or be entertained by 
court jesters, dancers and other 
merrymakers. Those interested 
in handicrafts of eras past can 
learn about paper-making or ob-
serve sculptors and goldsmiths 
at work. 

Kids can play on a wooden 
carousel or see birds of prey 
close up. Cauldrons will bubble 
with  soups, pork will roast on 
spits and freshly tapped beers 

will be served in the tavern. 
As evening falls, torchlit 

stands will create a special 
atmosphere, creating the perfect 
backdrop for a fi re show.

Adult entry costs 8 euros 
(about $11); school-aged chil-
dren with student IDS or those 
wearing appropriate Middle 
Ages-style garb pay half that. 
The market runs noon to 9 
p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday. 

Download the PDF fi le (Ger-
man only) at http://tinyurl.
com/nqbxk93. 

Holland dances
Love to dance? So does much 

of Holland, or so it seems: A 
“Dancetour” will be making its 
way through the country over 
the months to come. 

The tour features 12 danc-
ing events organized in public, 
open-air venues, kicking off 
with an event Sunday in Arnem 
and concluding Sept. 4 in 
Doetinchem. Other host cit-
ies include Apeldoorn, Breda, 
Dordrecht, Goes, Leeuwarden, 
Lelystad, Maastricht, Roosend-
aal, Tilburg and Zwolle. 

Organizers note the tour is 
expected to attract over 175,000 
visitors during its run. Attend-
ees are typically youthful, and 
students are well-represented. 

The Dancetour will see some 
of the country’s best DJs take to 
the stage to bring hours of music 
to the crowd. The dancing, not to 

mention the love, harmony and 
friendship that come along with 
it, is absolutely free. 

Learn more at http://
dancetoursite.livewall.nl/events.

All things elves
The Netherlands’ largest 

castle, the Kasteel de Haar, just 
west of Utrecht in Haarzuilens, 
will serve as the backdrop 
Saturday through Monday for 
Elfi a, an annual elf fantasy fair 
that is billed as Europe’s biggest 
fantasy event.

Costumes are an integral part 
of the festivities, and prizes for 
the best ones are up for grabs. 
Registration for the Elfi a Cos-
tume Parade on the Medieval 
Stage is available  on site.

One of the judges of the pa-
rade this year will be Alexander 
Vlahos, who plays Mordred in 
the BBC series “Merlin.”  On 
Saturday and Sunday, Vlahos 
will sign autographs and give a 
talk about his adventures during 
the fi lming of the series.

 Entry for the full three days 
costs 55 euros for adults and 
28 euros for children ages 3-11 
(younger children get in free all 
days). Entry for Saturday and 
Sunday each costs 22.50 euros 
for adults and 12.50 euros for 
children. Monday prices drop to 
19 euros for adults and 11 euros 
for children. 

Find ticket details and the 
program of speakers, music and 
jousting, at elfi a.com.  
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BY NANCY MONTGOMERY

Stars and Stripes

The turquoise-domed, 
white marble basilica 
that dominates Vi-
cenza, Italy’s, historical 

city center is a sight to behold. 
Massive and gleaming, it was 
designed in the 16th century 
by Andrea Palladio, a Vicenza 
native considered among the 
greatest architects in the history 
of Western civilization.

So you could just take in the 
basilica from a seat at a cafe 
table in the Piazza dei Signori, 
have a glass of wine or a cappuc-
cino, and feel the spring sun-
shine on your face.

But you’d do even better to also 
get up and go inside. You’ll fi nd 
an exhibition of luminous land-
scape paintings that includes two 
rooms full of sublimely beautiful 
works by French Impressionist 
Claude Monet.

Yes, there are waterlilies. 
There are also beaches, for-

ests, meadows, volcanoes and a 
number of paintings of Venice by 
European and American artists.

The exhibit in the Vicenza mu-
nicipal museum, stunningly lo-
cated inside the basilica, features 
101 works — scores of them quite 
famous — illustrating the history 
of the landscape in European 
and American art from the  17th 
to the early  20th century. The 
exhibit aims to show how the 
landscape moved from mere 
background to the subject itself, 
and the evolution from romantic 
representations to realistic to im-
pressionistic, to, fi nally, Monet, 
who authorities say “strove to 
capture on canvas the very act of 
perceiving nature.”

Both I and the Italian children 
on a school trip loved the Ameri-
can painter J.M.W. Turner’s 
romantic “The Eruption of Sou-
frière on April 30, 1812,” which 
was spectacular, both gorgeous 
and a little scary.

And it was great to see a 
winter landscape painted by Paul 
Gauguin — known best for his 
Tahitian women — and a dreamy 
depiction of Venice’s St. Mark’s 

Square in pale blues and golds 
by James McNeill Whistler, best 
known for his mother.

I counted six Van Goghs in 
the exhibit, including one of blue 
olive trees titled “Uliveto,” from 
1889, touchingly signed “Vin-
cent.”

Then I got to the Monets 
and never wanted to leave. His 
method included painting the 
same scene many times, captur-
ing the changing of light and the 
passing of the seasons. So there 
are several poppy fi elds, Rouen 
cathedrals and waterlilies, one 
more lovely than the next. But 
for my money — and I did buy a 
poster — there’s nothing more 
beautiful than his San Giorgio 
Maggiore at dusk, from his only 
trip to Venice. 
 montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

Basilica at Vicenza, Italy, hosts exhibit on history of landscapes

Sublimely scenic

DIRECTIONS
Address: Basilica Palla-
diana, Piazza Dei Signori 
36100, Vicenza, Italy.

TIMES
The Verso Monet exhibi-
tion at the Vicenza city 
museum continues through 
May 4. Hours are 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday; 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday; 
closed Sunday.

COSTS
12 euros; 6 euros for 
minors and 9 euros for 
students with ID or those 
over 65.

FOOD
Numerous cafes and res-
taurants are close at hand.

INFORMATION
For an English-language 
guide to the exhibit, head-
sets are available. Basilica 
website: museicivicivicen-
za.it/en/tbc/basilica_
palladiana.php. Municipal 
museum website: 
museicivicivicenza.it/en/
mcp/index.php.

— Nancy Montgomery

ON THE QT

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

PHOTOS BY NANCY MONTGOMERY/Stars and Stripes

The municipal museum in Vicenza, Italy, which is housed in the 
Basilica Palladiana, hosts the landscape exhibit until May 4.

The Basilica Palladiana, above and at right, is a sight to behold in 
itself with its white marble and Serlian arches. 

Courtesy of wikipaintings.org

The exhibit “Verso Monet” (Around Monet) in Vicenza, Italy, includes two rooms of works by French 
Impressionist Claude Monet, including “The Beach at Trouville,” 1870, above. 
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BY MICHELLE LOCKE

The Associated Press

Easter candy is dandy. 
But Easter candy 
paired with booze? 
Now that’s something 

to put a spring in your step.
So we asked wine and spirits 

connoisseurs to come up with 
something the adults can sip on 
while the youngsters hunt for 
sugary splendors in the grass.

JELLY BEANS
Wine and chocolate can be 

a tricky pairing. But wine and 
fruity jelly beans? That can 
work.

Austin Hope, president of 
the Paso Robles’ winery Hope 
Family 
Wines sug-
gests a glass 
of Treana 
white wine 
with a hand-
ful, or two, of 
jelly beans. 
The wine is 
made up of 
equal parts 
marsanne 
and viognier 
grapes and 
has hints 
of almond 
and honey. 
Paired with 
fruit-fl avored 
jelly beans — 
pear, orange, 
peach or 
lemon — the 
wine’s crisp 
taste cuts 
through the 
sweetness of 
the candy.

Or if black licorice jelly 
beans are more your style, try 
them paired with a late bottled 
port.

PEEPS
Yes, the vividly hued marsh-

mallow treats are a pairing 
challenge, but not an insur-
mountable one.

Daniel Cubicciotti, brand 
ambassador for port produc-
ers The Fladgate Partnership, 
suggests making a “PINK 
blossom,” a cocktail made from 
mixing 3 ounces Croft PINK 
port and 1 ounce elderfl ower 
liqueur, then topping it with 
2 ounces of a sparkling wine, 
such as Domaine Carneros 
Brut 2009. The bright berry 
fl avors of the rose port add a 
spring freshness to the nos-
talgic sweetness of the chewy 
candies.

For a different take, Taryne 
Dixon, director of food and 
beverages at the Circa 59 res-
taurant in Palm Springs, Calif., 
suggests adding some bourbon 
to your basket with the Little 
Bo(urbon) Peep cocktail.

In a cocktail shaker, mix one 
egg white (use pasteurized if 
raw eggs are a concern) with 
¼ ounce Frangelico, shaking 
thoroughly to create a frothy 

mix. Add 1 ¼ ounces bourbon 
and 1 ounce amaretto, then top 
with ice, shake and strain into a 
martini glass. Garnish with the 
Peeps of your choice. The bour-
bon does a nice job of balancing 
out the sweetness of the Peep 
and the cordials, says Dixon.

“Plus, nothing says Easter 
better than 
a cocktail 
with chicks 
and eggs,” he 
says.

And Nic-
cole Trza-
ska of The 
Liberty bar 
in New York 
City has this 
suggestion 
— mixing fl a-
vored vodka 
with choco-
late liqueur 
for a candy-
like concoc-
tion she calls 
the Peep-
tini. Start 
by dipping 
the moist-
ened rim 
of a chilled 
martini 

glass in sugar to coat. Combine 
1 ½ ounces Sobieski Lemon 
Meringue Vodka with ½ ounce 
white chocolate liqueur and 1 
ounce heavy cream in an ice-
fi lled shaker. Shake and strain 
into glass. Garnish with a Peep.

CADBURY CREME EGGS
Chocolate creme eggs come 

on strong with their thick milk 
chocolate shell and rich, gooey 
fi lling. So you want to look for 
a wine with some heft. Cubic-
ciotti suggests a slightly chilled 
glass of Taylor Fladgate 10-
year-old Tawny Porto to stand 
up to the richness of the candy 
with its rich, fruity fl avors and 
notes of caramel. This forti-
fi ed wine also would be a good 
match for Jordan Almonds.

 HOLLOW CHOCOLATE 
EGGS

Trzaska has come up with a 
Sriracha spiced cocktail, the 
Hippity-Hot, that she says is 
“oddly delicious” with foil-
wrapped hollow chocolate eggs 
(or a bunny). In a shaker, she 
mixes 1 ½ ounces vodka, ¼ 
ounce vanilla liqueur, ¼ ounce 
lime juice, ¼ ounce cranberry 
juice, a drizzle of Sriracha and 
a dash of simple syrup. Then 
shake, strain into a glass and 
garnish with a lime wheel.

BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

It’s a restaurant I’ve 
frequented more than 
any other in my years in 
Stuttgart, Germany, and 

nine times out of 10 I’ve  ordered 
the same thing.

I’m a sucker for the Chicken 
Bhindi at Ganesha, the ultimate 
destination for any Stuttgart 
resident who’s a fan of Indian 
cuisine. Whether dining there 
or taking out, I can’t seem to 
resist the spicy dish accented 
with ginger and rounded out 
with okra.

However, on a recent lunch-
time excursion I decided to 
expand my experience and try 
the all-you-can-eat buffet. At a 
mere 6.90 euros, it was as aston-
ishingly good as it was cheap.

The buffet isn’t huge, but 
the selection is just right, with 
a range of fl avorful curries 
served with various chicken and 
vegetarian combinations. The 
curried potatoes and chickpeas 
are particularly good. 

Rice, naan, soup and salad 
also are offered.

Google tells me that Gane-
sha is the Hindu elephant god. 
The local chain of the same 
name has three restaurants in 
the area. I  go to the eatery in 
the eastern part of Stuttgart 
because of its cozy atmosphere. 
The rooms are dark, incense is 
always burning and the walls 
are covered with all sorts of 
Hindu art and ornate sculptures 
of the gods.

The other Ganesha locations 
are in Stuttgart West and the 
town of Fellbach, on the north-
eastern edge of Stuttgart. I’ve 
heard good things about those 
spots as well. 

Around for 10 years, Gane-
sha is well established in the 
Stuttgart area, which is a good 
thing for anyone interested in 
spices in a land better known for 
Maultashen and Spätzle.
vandiver.john@stripes.com

After Hours: Germany

Easter treats make
tasty adult drinks

Address: Lembergstrasse 19, 
Stuttgart
Hours: 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
and 5:30-11:30 p.m. Mondays-
Saturdays, noon to 11 p.m. 
Sundays and holidays.
Dress: Casual.
Cost: Most dishes are in the 
10-euro range. The restaurant 

also offers higher-end meals 
for two that include multiple 
courses for about 40 euros. I’ve 
never tried those offerings. 
Menu: In English and German.
More information: Phone: 
(+49) (0) 711-4687981; website: 
ganesharestaurant.de

— John Vandiver

GANESHA
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A glass of Taylor Fladgate 
10-year-old Tawny Porto is  
surrounded by milk chocolate 
Cadbury creme eggs.

‘ Nothing says 
Easter better than a 
cocktail with chicks 
and eggs. ’

Taryne Dixon
Circa 59 restaurant
Palm Springs, Calif.

PHOTOS BY JOHN VANDIVER/Stars and Stripes 

The lunch buffet at the Ganesha Indian restaurant in Stuttgart, Germany, is a mix of curried dishes, 
featuring chicken and vegetables. It’s a bargain at 6.90 euros. 

Ganesha’s entrance touts its all-
you-can-eat buffet.

Indian works of art art decorate the walls at Ganesha.  

This painting of the god Shiva is 
among the Hindu-inspired art that 
diners will see at the restaurant.
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BY LEAH LARKIN

Special to Stars and Stripes

It was idyllic. A small hotel 
perched on a ridge at the 
edge of the sea with the 
Mediterranean waters gen-

tly slapping the rocks directly 
below the balcony of our room. 
After arrival, I immediately 
changed into my bathing suit and 
dashed to the hotel beach, just 
a miniscule patch of sand. The 
water was perfect. I swam and 
swam and swam, with no one in 
sight. 

The Mediterranean island of 
Corsica is known for its beaches 
— much bigger than the tiny one 
adjacent to our hotel. Glorious 
expanses of golden sand inter-
rupted by jagged, rocky cliffs 
stretch for miles along the east 
and west coasts of the land 
mass, the fourth-largest island 
in the Med and 110 miles south 
of mainland France. Secluded, 
romantic coves beckon — places 
where you are alone with nature.

Nature seems untarnished in 
Corsica. Both along the coast and 
in the mountainous interior are 
vast, pristine areas bordering 
on desolate: no towns, no hotels, 
no commerce. Of course, there 
are some lively and fun coastal 
cities.

But it’s nature that attracts. Gil 
Chopin, proprietor of the coastal 
Hotel du Golfe in Tizzano, where 
we stayed, told me he was born 
in the town but worked in Paris 
and other cities. “I missed na-
ture, the sea.” 

He came back. 
“We live in harmony with na-

ture here,” he said. “Each day is 
different. Each day I am aston-
ished. For me, this is paradise.”  

Tizzano, our home for fi ve days 
in early October, is indeed a bit 
of paradise, one winding road 
down the mountain from the 
inland town of Sartène. Winter 
Tizzano population: 30 humans 
and lots of felines. In summer: 
3,000 tourists. In October: hus-
band Bicycle Bob  and  me, the 
locals, a few other tourists and 
the friendly cats. All four of the 
town’s restaurants were shut. We 
made do with picnics on the hotel 
balcony, enjoying soothing views 
of the Med.

That was the downside of an 
October visit. Many shops, hotels 
and restaurants had already 
closed for the season. However, 
we were blessed with still warm 
weather and mostly blue skies 
— and tranquility. 

Besides all the water activities 
— swimming, sailing, surfi ng, 
kayaking, diving — Corsica gets 
top ratings for hiking. It is one 
of few places where you can 
conquer a mountain trail in the 
morning, then cool off in crystal 
seas the same afternoon.

The Grande Randonnée 20 
is the island’s famous trek, a 
110-mile trail that takes at least 

15 days to complete. But there 
are many shorter, spectacular 
hikes, as well as opportunities 
for more challenging adventure, 
such as canyoning, rock climb-
ing, mountain biking, zip lining 
and rafting.  

We set off to Lac de Melu 
in the Vallée de la Restonica, 
a pretty river valley amid 
gray-green mountains near 
the interior town of Corte. Ac-
cording to my “Lonely Planet” 
guidebook and the sign posted 
at the beginning of the trail, it 
was a one-hour trek to the lake. 
Maybe for Himalayan Sherpa. 
We scrambled over rocks huffi ng 
and puffi ng for more than two 
hours before reaching the elusive 
mountain lake. 

Rocks abound in Corsica—not 

just on mountain trails. Fantas-
tic, futuristic rock formations 
sculpted by centuries of wind 
and water seem to grow out of 
the sea. We hiked past many on 
a walk from the edge of Tizzano 
through the coastal maquis, 

where thyme, lavender and sage 
fl ourish.

There were even more rocks 
at the Filitosa archaeological 
site, where we stopped en route 
to Tizzano after disembarking 
from our overnight ferry ride at 
Ajaccio, Corsica’s largest town 
and the birthplace of Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Artifacts dating to 
as early as 3300 B.C. have been 
found at Filitosa, where ancient 
civilizations lived in caves. Dur-
ing the megalithic period they 
erected menhir statues, granite 
monoliths, carved to represent 
human faces or entire fi gures. 

Bonifacio, an amazing two-
level town in the far southwest-
ern corner of the island, perches 
precariously atop a rock cliff on 
a thin peninsula. Skinny streets 
twist past ancient buildings, 
including numerous churches, 
in the haute ville, or upper town. 
We took on the challenge of the 
Escalier du Roi d’Aragon (King 
of Aragon’s Stairway): 187
CONTINUED ON PAGE 31  
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PHOTOS BY LEAH LARKIN/Special to Stars and Stripes

On the French island of Corsica, rocky fi ngers along the coast seem to grow out of the sea.

A natural beauty
French isle of Corsica offers rocky landscapes and unspoiled elements

The harbor at Erbalunga, an old fi shing village on Cap Corse .
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scary, steep steps that plummet 
straight down to the sea.

Cap Corse, the island fi nger 
at the northern tip, was our 
destination for three days before 
we boarded the ferry in Bastia, 
a city at the base of the fi nger, 
for the trip back to Toulon, the 
French coastal town where our 
Corsican journey began.

We drove along the Cap coast 
and through the middle of the 
peninsula over roads that aver-
aged more than a dozen curves 
per kilometer and led past the 
island’s grape-growing area. 
Wine is the island’s main export.  

Bastia, a town of crumbling 
splendor, is fun to explore, with  
a busy harbor, imposing citadel, 
inviting hillside park, ancient 
churches — and shops that were 
open. Throughout the trip I had 
been searching for stores where 
I could purchase Corsican deli-
cacies — cheese, sausage, honey, 
jams. No luck. In Bastia’s thriv-
ing shopping district, I found my 
treasures at last.

Years ago I visited Corsica 
with friends. We traveled around 
the island by Zodiac, a big rubber 
boat with an outboard motor, and 
camped on shore at night. Back 
then, I met a German resident of 
the island. 

“We don’t have what Majorca 
offers, such as bratwurst and 
English breakfast,” he said. 
“People either like it here the 
way it is or never come again,” 
he said.

I loved it and am glad I could  
return to marvel at Corsica’s 
dramatic scenery and enjoy its 
untamed, rugged splendor.   
Leah Larkin lives in France and can 
be contacted through her website, 
leahlarkin.com, or blog address, http://
talesandtravel.com.
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Getting there
Flights to Corsica’s principal 
cities (Ajaccio, Bastia and 
Figari) are available from 
many European cities. From 
Nice, Toulon and Marseille 
in France, as well as Genoa, 
Livorno and Savona in Italy, 
ferry service is offered, both 
overnight trips and faster 
voyages on high-speed hy-
drojets. Ferries also run be-
tween Corsica and Sardinia.  

Accommodations
Besides hotels, Corsica offers 
gites d’etape (hikers lodges), 
chambres d’hôtes (bed and 
breakfasts), and camp-
ing sites. Prices for all are 
higher in July and August. 
Recommendations:  
• Hotel du Golfe, Tizzano 
(hoteldugolfetizzano.com). 
A perfect coastal retreat. 
The simple  but comfortable 
rooms all have balconies 
above the Med.
• Hotel Castel Brando 
(castelbrando.com), Erbal-
unga, Cap Corse. Spacious 
accommodations including 
rooms with private terraces, 
a lovely garden for breakfast, 
including do-it-yourself eggs 
and pancakes, and a super 
heated pool.  

More information
Tourist season runs from 
March through October, 
although we found much was 
already shut down for the 
season in October. July and 
August are high season.

— Leah Larkin

KNOW & GO

LEAH LARKIN/Special to Stars and Stripes

Steep stairs at the Escalier du Roi d’Aragon in Bonifacio offer a breathtaking descent to the sea.
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AP

Catch Paul McCartney in 
Tokyo at National Stadium on 
May 17 and 18; and in Seoul, 
South Korea, at Jamsil Sports 
Complex Main Stadium on 
May 28.   

THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE
ON BASE

PacificWEEKEND

 Japan
Run the Cherry Blossom 5K at 
Halsey Gym with Atsugi  Athletics 
on April 25.  Visit Washi Village, 
Sake Brewery and Kawagoe on 
April 27 with Atsugi ITT Tours  . 
 Yokosuka Single Sailor Liberty 
Program has an  Ikego hike  on 
April 26.  Go whitewater rafting 
with Camp Zama Outdoor 
Recreation Center on   May 10  .

Guam
Zumba at Arc Light Park at 4:30 
April 21 at Andersen Air Force 
Base.

Okinawa
See the lily festival at Ie Island on 
April 26 with tours from Camp 
Foster and Kadena ITT  .

The Japan Meteorological Agency predicts cherry blossom trees 
will begin blooming April 24 in Aomori, Japan. For a forecast 
for Japan: tinyurl.com/jntosakura. For more events in 
Japan and South Korea: stripes.com/bloom
 • Share your pictures with us by emailing tibbetts.meredith@
stripes.com. Photographs may be used in print and on the web. By 
submitting content, you are granting Stars and Stripes a non-exclusive 
license to use your content in its newspaper, in print or in digital 
format, or in any other commercial manner of its choosing. You further 
warrant that you own or control the copyrights to the content (text 
and/or image) you are submitting and that its re-publication by Stars 
and Stripes will not violate the intellectual property rights or privacy/
publicity rights of any third party.  

CHERRY BLOSSOM 
FESTIVALS

BLEACHER SEATS: 
Tokyo Big Six Baseball League
See this intercollegiate baseball league  through 
June 1 at Jingu Stadium, a four-minute walk 
from JR Sendagaya Station on Sobu-Line or 
four-minute walk from Kokuritsu Kyogijo Station 
on Oedo-Line .

Courtesy of Tatebayashi City Sightseeing Association 

SEE THIS: Carp streamers in Japan, Okinawa
Until May 9, more than 5,000 koinobori — carp streamers — hang over the Tsuruudagawa River 
Tatebayashi city, Japan, for Tatebayashi Koinobori Matsuri. The streamers are part of Children’s Day, 
celebrated May 5 during Golden Week in Japan, a series of national holidays that includes Showa Day on 
April 29 and Greenery Day on May 4. During the week, resorts and entertainment centers are crowded 
as many Japanese workers have time off. Other koinobori events include     Hijyagawa Koinobori Festival on 
April 27 with 200 koinobori on Okinawa and  one at Ueno German Culture Village May 3 to 5, featuring 
streamers  designed by kindergartners and nursery school students in Miyakojima Island  .

IT’S ELECTRIC: 
Bright 5K
in Seoul, South Korea
This event at Seoul World Cup Park & Sky Park 
bills itself as “the world’s premier nighttime 5K 
run/walk experience.” Participants get an LED 
bracelet and glow necklace and sunglasses. 
It’s May 10; register by May 2. For more: 
electricrun.com. 

NORIO MUROI/Stars and Stripes

A visitor enjoys the view from a summerhouse at 
Haradanien Garden in Kyoto, Japan. This garden — now 
open through April 25 — is only open to the public 
during cherry blossom and autumn leaves seasons . 

IN CONCERT

For additional concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

 MCT
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BY BETH J. HARPAZ

The Associated Press

Hotels advertise “bleisure” 
packages. The Thai Tourism 
Authority is promoting “hon-
eyteering.” 

Whatever you’re doing on vacation, 
chances are there’s a made-up word to 
describe it. Combine honeymoon and vol-
unteering, you get honeyteering. Combine 
business and leisure, you get bleisure. 
Add glamour to a camping trip with wine, 
steak and scented candles, and you’re 
glamping.

Lexicographers call these blended 
words portmanteaus. The travel industry 
doesn’t have a monopoly on them — think 
“brunch.”

But they do “come in handy in a busi-
ness sector where there’s often a need 
to come up with clever marketing spin,” 

said Ben Zimmer, executive producer of 
Vocabulary.com and language columnist 
for The Wall Street Journal. “It’s niche 
marketing. You’re trying to appeal to dif-
ferent sectors of the public: ‘Well, we have 
a special kind of tourism for you and it has 
a special name.’ ”

Other examples: voluntourism, eco-
tourism and mancations — the latter, 
describing a guys’ getaway, popularized 
by Vince Vaughn in the 2006 movie “The 
Break-Up.” And while the word honey-
moon is centuries-old, one of the fi rst cited 
references to babymoons — a couple’s 
trip before the fi rst baby — was in a 2004 
promotion for luxury resorts.

Sometimes heavy marketing can make 
these blends seem like “stunt words,” 
said Katherine Connor Martin, head of 
U.S. Dictionaries for Oxford University 
Press, which publishes the Oxford English 
Dictionary. “They’re so cute and self-con-

scious.”
Their overuse can even lead to a back-

lash, as with staycations, a term that often 
elicits an “UGH!” response — mainly 
because most of us would rather go away 
than stay home if we could afford it. The 
word staycations was used before the 
recession, but it was only when people cut 
back on vacations during the economic 
slowdown that destinations started using 
the term to market themselves to locals.

“It was trying to take a bleak eco-
nomic picture and make it into something 
happy,” Zimmer said. “It had a euphemis-
tic sound.”

The suffi x “-cation” is also well-suited 
to blends, especially if you come up with a 
term that rhymes with vacations. And so, 
in addition to staycations and gaycations, 
there are nakations at nudist colonies, 
hurrications if you leave town ahead of a 
storm, and playcations, just for fun. 

Made-up words to travel by

FAR AND AWAY ADVENTURES/AP

Campers enjoy some wine on a 
“glamping” — glamour camping — 
expedition along Idaho’s Salmon River.
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BY JOSH NOEL

Chicago Tribune

Every few songs it would 
happen: The ukulele 
launched into a furious 
strum, the bass began 

to gallop, the guitar jangled 
to life, and the three powerful 
voices behind those instruments 
erupted into a harmonious whirl. 
Then someone danced.

There was no telling which 
songs would send a he or a she 
into a barroom spin to a room-
ful of cheers. At least there was 
no telling for a visitor from the 
mainland venturing out of Oahu’s 
tourist bubble to catch some 
authentic Hawaiian music.

“Oh, someone’s going to dance 
to this one,” said Cody Pueo 
Pata, a semiretired Hawaiian 
entertainer and recording artist, 
as we sat in a booth at Chiko’s 
Tavern, a dim dive bar where the 
band had just launched into “Pua 
Ahihi.”  

Sure enough, a woman with 
a long brown ponytail glided to 
the front of the room and began 
spinning slowly, arms raised in 
the air, smile affi xed to her face. 
When she fi nished, she kissed 
each of the four band members 
on the cheek and returned to her 
table.

Pata, cradling a bottle of 
Heineken, explained: “This 
music has never changed 
through four or fi ve generations. 
It’s our comfort.”

The thought of Hawaiian 
music might evoke images of 
men in leis gently 
strumming songs for 
sun-baked tourists in 
Waikiki, and, well, it 
is sort of that. But on 
intensely musical Oahu, 
live Hawaiian music 
can be found nearly 
every night  and in all 
directions: the coastal 
resorts, the small-town 
bars, the dives of Hono-
lulu and, yes, Waikiki, 
for the tourist masses.

Hawaiian music is a 
lush, languorous sound 
wholly its own, but it 
also bears obvious ties to the 
folk, bluegrass, country and even 
mariachi genres. Its appeal is 
both in refl ecting and fi tting so 
seamlessly into the islands from 
where it comes.  

Waikiki supplies some of the 
most traditional renderings of 
Hawaiian music, such as slack-
key guitar master Cyril Pahinui, 
whose gentle strums can be 
found every Wednesday at the 
waterfront Outrigger Reef Hotel.  

The Wednesday I found Pa-
hinui, he wore a red button-front 
shirt and white lei, as did his 
fellow players — men on steel 
and acoustic guitar — at a small 
stage near the hotel pool on a 
warm January evening.

Between sets, I approached the 
stage, where Tom Campbell was 

buying Pahinui’s latest CD and 
telling him, “We can’t get this 
back in Minnesota!”

“I’m sitting over there listen-
ing to that steel guitar, thinking, 

‘Oh my God, I have 
to take that home,’ ” 
said Campbell, of 
Minneapolis. “I 
can’t take the fl ow-
ers back, and I can’t 
take the smells back, 
but I can take the 
music back.”

Waikiki hotels 
do an admirable 
job of supporting 
traditional Hawaiian 
music; the Outrig-
ger Reef is among 
the hot spots, with 

nightly concerts. And the band 
Kekaniwai, a trio of men dressed 
in black with red leis, plays on 
Wednesday afternoons on a 
patio behind the Embassy Suites 
Waikiki Beach Walk, accompa-
nied by hula dancers.

But to fi nd the music played by 
locals for locals, head into town 
to a place like Corner Kitchen, 
the self-billed “musician’s play-
ground.” Corner Kitchen fea-
tures live music several nights 
of the week, and virtually all of 
the players have won a Na Hoku 
Hanohano award, the Hawaiian 
version of a Grammy. The res-
taurant sits just outside Waikiki 
but is a local haunt.

The evening I visited, Hoku 
Zuttermeister, who plays ukulele 
and guitar, strummed through a 

series of gentle Hawaiian clas-
sics with a bass player at his side. 
Every other song or so, Zutter-
meister’s vocals would reach 
into a looping falsetto, a tenet of 
Hawaiian music.

After the show, Zuttermeister 
told me that, like many Hawai-
ians, he grew up surrounded by 
traditional Hawaiian music. But 
early in his career, it was dif-
fi cult to play publicly.

“At one point you couldn’t fi nd 
Hawaiian music anywhere,” Zut-
termeister said. “Then the clubs 
came in and it’s starting to come 
back a little bit.”

Where it has come back stron-

gest are in the bars of Honolulu. 
Those are home to a fl uid scene 
of musicians  who swap in and out 
of multiple bands.

The night after Corner Kitch-
en, I visited Imua Lounge, a bar 
tucked into a strip mall about two 
miles from the heart of Waikiki. 
It’s the kind of place you could 
fi nd only by seeking it out, and it 
was culturally riveting.

I took a seat at the bar and or-
dered a Guinness. There wasn’t 
an open booth in the house, and 
if there were any other tourists 
there, I couldn’t pick them out.

 There were just four instru-
ments — ukulele, upright bass 

and acoustic and steel guitars 
— but the musicians’ frenetic 
strumming created a positively 
huge sound, like the joyful rum-
ble of a musical freight train.

 The next night I met up with 
Pata, who now focuses on Hawai-
ian arts education, at Chiko’s, 
another delightfully dim Hono-
lulu bar. That night’s band also 
featured Ho’o, this time with 
different guitar and bass players, 
though the same steel guitar 
player sat in with them.

It was another gloriously 
raw and festive scene, the band 
plowing through its set and the 
crowd taking turns twirling to 
the jangly roar. It was diffi cult 
to imagine mainlanders singing 
and dancing to the songs that 
also mattered to their grandpar-
ents.

The Hawaiian song catalog 
is hundreds of songs deep, and 
most of the players know most of 
the songs. Hence, they’re able to 
create fl uid set lists that sound 
almost like one long song.

“We all know the songs,” Pata 
said. “We all love the songs.”

Traditional Hawaiian music wafts from dives to trendy resorts on Oahu

The rhythm of the islands

•  While on Oahu, pick 
up Pulse (honolulupulse.
com), a free entertainment 
newspaper produced by the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser, 
which offers current music 
listings.

KNOW & GO

PacificWEEKEND: TRAVEL

PHOTOS BY JOSH NOEL/Chicago Tribune

Hawaiian music group Kekaniwai plays in the heart of Waikiki with hula dancers every Wednesday. 

Hoku Zuttermeister performs at Corner Kitchen, a restaurant in 
Honolulu where local musicians play most nights.

‘ This music 
has never 
changed 
through 
four or fi ve 
generations. 
It’s our 
comfort.’
Cody Pueo Pata

Recording artist
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PacificWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 When it comes to res-
taurants, some say 
location is every-
thing. But having a 

great hamburger sure helps.
The Seaside Drive-In along 

central Okinawa’s western coast 
is the place to go if you’re search-
ing for both.

The 24-hour diner is tucked 
away in the village of Nakado-
mari, just south of the island’s 
Moon Beach, and offers dining 
with a panoramic view of the 
coast. 

It’s a relatively convenient stop 
along the way to sites farther 

north, such as Busena Marine 
Park or, if you’re into long scenic 
drives off the expressway, even 
the Churaumi Aquarium. The 
round-the-clock service also 
makes for a hassle-free food 
stop if you are leaving early or 
returning late.

First opened in 1965, the diner 
appears to be infl uenced by 
U.S.-style eateries with its food, 
atmosphere and hours. The burg-
ers and club sandwiches get star 
billing , and there is a breakfast 
menu with sunny side-up eggs, 
bacon and omelets available until 
11 a.m.

There is a jukebox, a large 
pink Cadillac wall sign and a 
huge collection of model Ameri-

can cars in glass showcases.
But spend a few minutes in the 

Seaside and you’ll quickly fi nd 
it’s much more.

There is a range of burgers 
and sandwiches, but the menu 
also offers Chinese dishes, spa-
ghetti plates, traditional Japa-
nese sushi and tempura ... and 
cheesecake.

The diner’s large cheeseburg-
ers defi nitely live up to the menu 
hype. The patties are juicy and 
come on a freshly baked over-
sized bun with onion, cucumber 
and lettuce on the side.

The downfall of some ham-
burgers is an overloaded bun that 
causes the sandwich to become 
structurally unsound after the 
fi rst couple of bites. But the Sea-
side burgers’ big buns not only 
allowed a fi rm grip on the meat 
and toppings, they also tasted 
great.

On a recent visit, I also had the 
signature Seaside club sandwich 
with ham, cheese, lettuce and 
tomato. Again the diner scored 
high with a well-made, well-
presented and tasty staple of 
sandwich menus.

Of course, I didn’t want to ne-
glect the more traditional Japa-
nese dishes. The restaurant’s 
stir-fry dish of eggplant, pork 
and tofu in a miso paste sauce 
was satisfying, not only for its 
rich fl avor but also for its large 
portion size.

When dining out, it’s nice to 
sometimes order a dish you can’t 
fi nd elsewhere. The Seaside’s 
quirkiest menu item might be 
its taco balls. Spicy ground beef 
is wrapped in dough and deep 
fried. The result is a golden 
crispy ball that tastes remark-
able similar to a Taco Bell gor-
dita — in a good way!

With so many pricey dining 
options on Okinawa, one of the 

Seaside Drive-In’s most attrac-
tive features might also be its 
relatively cheap prices. The 
large cheeseburgers are 500 yen 
(about $5) and smaller burgers 
are about 250 yen. Large entrees 
will cost about 1,000 yen (or 
about $10).

So while you enjoy a view of 
the beach and ocean, you won’t 
have to be dreading the bill.
tritten.travis@stripes.com 

After Hours: Japan

PHOTOS BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN/Stars and Stripes

Above: A miso-fl avored eggplant and pork dish, left, and the Seaside club sandwich are highlights of the 
Seaside Drive-In’s menu. Right: A jukebox helps set the retro American mood.

Directions: Take Route 58 
north from Kadena Air Base 
past the Yomitan area. You 
will pass Ryukyu Mura. At 
Nakadomari take a left on 
Route 6 and continue straight 
through the village’s traffi c 
light. You will pass a middle 
school on the left. The diner is 
shortly past the school on the 
left.
Hours: Open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Breakfast 
is served 5-11 a.m.
Food: American-style sand-

wiches, Japanese and Chinese 
dishes, cake.
Cost: Small sandwiches range 
from 230 yen to 500 yen. 
Japanese and Chinese entrees 
cost between 900 and 1,300 
yen. Breakfast plates are 900 
to 1,100 yen.
Phone: 098-964-2272
Clientele: Local Japanese and 
some tourists.
Dress: Casual.
Website:  seaside-drivein.com/
index.html

— Travis J. Tritten

SEASIDE DRIVE-IN

Two glass cases of model vintage cars are on display at the diner.
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WEEKEND: MUSIC
NEW ALBUMS

Rodney Crowell
Tarpaper Sky (New West)

At 63, Rodney Crowell’s ready to cross over. On 
“Frankie Please,” a highlight on his new album, the 
Nashville singer-songwriter tosses out rhymes like 
some prolific young rapper: “Your p’s and q’s and 
don’t and do’s are all the news to light my fuse.”

Don’t worry — Crowell doesn’t rap. Instead, he 
pairs the rat-a-tat lyrics with a Chuck Berry-style 
tune. It’s good fun.

The 10 other tracks 
on “Tarpaper Sky” 
also find Crowell 
in fine form. The 
album has been in 
the works since 2010, 
when Crowell began 
recording with some 
of the musicians who 
contributed to his 
1988 breakthrough, 
“Diamonds & Dirt,” 
including stellar guitarist Steuart Smith. Other 
projects delayed completion, but the new album is 
worth the wait.

Crowell reflects on the harmony of friendship 
and the rhythm of life, but mostly has women on 
his mind. “Tarpaper Sky” is about love, lust, loy-
alty, longing and the good songs they can inspire.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Luther Dickinson
Rock ’n Roll Blues (New West)

Tennessee-born guitarist Lu-
ther Dickinson has a new album 
out, and he also is part of the 
all-star Southern Soul Assembly. 
Son of Memphis studio legend 
Jim Dickinson (on recordings 
by such as Dylan, the Stones and 
Aretha), Luther earned his own 
studio fame with R.L. Burnside 
and the Replacements before 
kicking out the jams with the 
Black Crowes, the North Missis-
sippi Allstars, and his own blunt-
force country-blues solo albums.

“Rock ’n Roll Blues” is a slice 
of good-old-fashioned Americana 
soaked in spooky backwater har-

monies (“Goin’ Country”) and 
Kentucky bluegrass openness 
(“Bar Band”). But, like those 
songs, the rest of Dickinson’s 
latest has its wild variations on 

familiar, even stark, themes (as 
on “Vandalize”). That’s his thing. 
On acoustic tracks, Dickinson 
sounds as if he just happened 
onto a lawn party and stayed to 
boogie, soft and sweetly (“Mojo, 
Mojo”), hard (the country swing 
of “Yard Man”), and harder (his 
distorted acoustics on “Some 
Ol’ Day”). Most impressive is 
Dickinson’s storytelling: He fills 
this album with tall tales, silly 
asides, and seemingly personal 
moments, forlorn and loving, 
as on the record’s fingerpicked, 
waltzing closer, “Karmic Debt,” 
featuring winsome lyrics of deep 
romance and respect.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Appreciation

Jesse Winchester was 
revered by songwriters

BY RANDY LEWIS

Los Angeles Times

It was an offhanded com-
ment by singer-songwriter 
Jesse Winchester, but it 
stopped Elvis Costello 

cold when he was chatting with 
Winchester for his short-lived 
music-interview series “Spec-
tacle” on the Sundance Channel 
a few years ago.

In an aside, the inordinately 
gifted songwriter casually identi-
fied “The Brand New Tennessee 
Waltz” (one of the first songs for 
which he’d gained acclaim in the 
early 1970s) as the first song he’d 
ever written. Then he noncha-
lantly moved on to finish the 
main point he was making about 
the art of writing songs.

Costello interrupted, in utter 
disbelief: “You mean to say that 
was actually the first song you 
ever wrote?” He knew all too well 
that it had been widely recorded 
by artists including Joan Baez, 
the Everly Brothers, Ralph Stan-
ley and Patti Page, whose 1950 
“Tennessee Waltz” was the refer-
ence point for Winchester’s song.

Winchester, who died on April 
11 at age 69 from bladder cancer, 
smiled and nodded sheepishly. It 
was characteristic of the disarm-
ing and endearing humility of a 
man lauded by other musicians 
and critics but who left little foot-
print of his own on the masses.

During his performance on 
that show — a roundtable session 
that also featured Sheryl Crow, 
Neko Case, Ron Sexsmith and 
Costello — Winchester brought 
Case to tears with one of his most 
recent songs, “Sham-A-Ling-
Dong-Ding,” a sweet reflection 
on the power of the seemingly 
silly songs people latch onto in 
their teens.

“That’s it Jesse, the show’s 
over,” Costello said shortly after 
his performance. “You’ve fin-
ished me off — again.”

Of the dozen or so albums Win-
chester released over a stretch 
of 40 years starting in 1970, 
none cracked the Top 100 of 
Billboard’s national sales chart. 
His most successful was 1977’s 
“Nothing But a Breeze,” which 
reached No. 115. He placed just 
two singles on the Billboard Hot 
100, including the album’s title 
track, which peaked at No. 86 in 
1977. The closest he ever came 
to a hit of his own was “Talk 
Memphis,” which reached No. 32 
in 1981.

But among other songwriters, 
he was a revered figure.

Jimmy Buffett recorded sev-
eral of his songs and regularly 
performed Winchester’s “Biloxi” 
in concert. Emmylou Harris 
recorded “Defying Gravity” and 
Wynonna Judd, with her mother 
Naomi along for a mini-Judds 
reunion in 1999, took on his 
song “That’s What Makes You 
Strong.” The Mavericks had a 
Top 20 country hit in 1994 with 
“O What a Thrill,” and George 
Strait did a version of “A Show-
man’s Life.”

Sometimes, the love he got 
from other musicians wasn’t all it 
was cracked up to be.

“I can remember I did a 
brief tour with Jimmy Buffett, 
opening for him,” Winchester 
told CMT News in 1999. “He’s 
recorded several of my tunes. 
Anyway, I began to play one of 
them in my set and people in 
the audience were annoyed with 
me because they thought I was 
singing one of Jimmy’s songs. It’s 
kind of the story of my life.”

He was born and raised in the 
South, and spent much of his 
early life in Memphis, Tenn., and 
across the state line in Missis-
sippi, but Winchester moved to 
Canada in 1967 to avoid being 
drafted during the Vietnam War.

Later he said he believed there 
were times it was right to fight 
for one’s country, but at 22, he 
didn’t think that was his time. 
He was discovered in 1970 by 
The Band’s lead guitarist, Rob-
bie Roberston, who produced 
his acclaimed debut album that 
year. That recording led to a 
major-label deal in the U.S. with 
Bearsville, one of the Warner 
Bros. family of labels.

In 1977, President Jimmy 
Carter issued a blanket pardon 
for U.S. citizens who left the 
country during the Vietnam War, 
and Winchester resumed touring 
but continued living in Canada.

Many of the songs he wrote 
while living in exile from his 
native country touched on the 
facets of life he missed, among 
them “Yankee Lady,” “Missis-
sippi You’re on My Mind” and 
“Talk Memphis.”

Several of those turned up on 
the 2012 album “Quiet About It: 
A Tribute to Jesse Winchester,” 
which featured Costello and Har-
ris along with Lucinda Williams, 
James Taylor, Rosanne Cash, 
Lyle Lovett, Vince Gill, Allen 
Toussaint and others. 

AP

Singer-songwriter Jesse 
Winchester, who wrote songs 
covered by the likes of Elvis 
Costello, Jimmy Buffett and Joan 
Baez, died April 11 of cancer.

Photos courtesy of New West Records

Photos courtesy of New West Records
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Shakira performs 
on NBC’s “Today”  
show on March 26 
in New York.
CHARLES SYKES, INVISION/AP

Shakira continues to captivate 
with stylistically diverse album

BY ALLISON STEWART

Special to The Washington Post

I
s there anyone alive 
who doesn’t have a spe-
cial, secret fondness for 
Shakira? Besides maybe 
that famously angry 
sea lion who attacked 
the singer in 2012 and 

was presumably unaware of her 
selfless work with the United 
Nations and had probably never 
even heard “She Wolf,” because 
he would have really liked it.

Everyone else seems to have 
long ago succumbed to Shakira’s 
hip-swiveling charms. She’s an 
avatar of pop-culture globaliza-
tion — a Colombian singer-song-
writer of Lebanese descent whose 
songs are a multicultural grab 
bag of melodies from the Middle 
East, Africa, Latin America and, 
most prominently on her new, 
self-titled album, the American 
South. She’s a social-media giant. 
Statues have been erected in her 
honor. (Okay, one statue. Made 
of metal, not the hand-chiseled 
marble she deserves. And it de-
picts Shakira wearing pants she 
probably would 
never wear. But 
it’s a start.)

Shakira has 
weird, very 
specific tastes: 
“Shakira” is not 
her first album 
to feature near-
lethal doses of 
reggae and ’90s 
alt-rock, as if 
she hasn’t real-
ized that those 
things are 
mostly awful. 
Yet she also has 
the broadest canvas of any pop 
diva in memory — she can con-
tain multitudes, from cumbia to 
country, and still sound instantly, 
recognizably like herself.

“Shakira” (RCA), her charm-
ing, awkward, immensely appeal-
ing new disc, tests this theory. It 
was assembled by a murderers’ 
row of expensive producers and 
writers, including Dr. Luke, Max 
Martin and Cirkut. Any student 
of recent pop history knows what 
comes next: dignity-killing, one-
size-fits-all dance-pop songs pre-
destined for success and oblivion 
in the same month.

Shakira submits to Dr. Luke’s 
dehumanizing ministrations and 
manages to come out the other 
end sounding only slightly less 
like herself. “Dare (La La La)” 
doubles as the background music 
for Shakira’s new commercial for 
Activia yogurt, and it sounds like 
something Lady Gaga would have 

made before she became ridicu-
lous. It’s wonderful.

Most of the rest of “Shakira” 
seems like an uneasy bargain 
between what she wants (rootsy, 
often acoustic-based pop with 
a rangy feel and an affinity for 
early Alanis Morissette) and what 
the producers want (hits). It’s 
familiar territory for the singer, 
who has routinely employed of-
the-moment production teams to 
contemporize (and Americanize) 
her sound, but seldom has the 
divide seemed so great.

The best tracks split the dif-
ference: The new wave/reggae 
hybrid “Can’t Remember to For-
get You” is an energetic duet with 
Rihanna, pop’s favorite inanimate 
object. “Loca por Ti”  is ’80s juke-
box country, finely rendered. The 
midtempo Latin pop track “You 
Don’t Care About Me” recalls 
vintage Marc Anthony.

Shakira has four fully formed 
emotions — Reproachful, Cheery, 
Let’s Dance and I Want to Do 
Things to You. That’s two more 
than Dr. Luke usually has to work 
with, and she also has a voice 
that’s hiccupy and distinct, es-

pecially at the 
wildest, warbli-
est reaches of 
her register. To 
make Sha-
kira sound like 
everybody else 
takes some 
effort. On the 
disc’s weakest 
track, “Spot-
light,” she 
sounds unerr-
ingly, depress-
ingly, like 
Taylor Swift; 
the song sounds 

like a reheated “Red” outtake, 
and the vocal similarity is too 
marked to be accidental. 

Shakira’s comfort level seems 
to ebb and flow throughout the 
album: She’s commanding on the 
Spanish-language songs, playful 
on the bangers, subdued on the 
songs that are obviously ill-suited 
for her, such as the Nashville bal-
lad “Medicine,” a collaboration 
with Blake Shelton, her fellow 
judge on “The Voice.” It’s one of 
those duets where two famous 
people from different genres are 
joined by their business man-
agers in pursuit of a crossover 
hit. They sing at each other and 
both sound as if they’d rather 
be anywhere else. Shelton, also 
at half-wattage, treats her with 
unusual delicacy, as if he was 
enlisted partly for his hit-making 
skills and partly to stop her from 
running away.
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WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

BY MICHAEL S. DARNELL

Stars and Stripes

Every so often, a game is 
released that reminds 
us all that gaming is 
ultimately not that seri-

ous of a hobby. “Goat Simulator,” 
from Coffee Stain Studios, is the 
game fl ying that particular ban-
ner in 2014. 

In “Goat Simulator,” players 
are given full control of an inde-
structible goat, armed with a full 
host of goat-related abilities and 
let loose upon a world in which 
physics are more of a suggestion 
than an immutable law of nature. 
In this world gone mad, players 
can head butt houses, jump over 
cars and backfl ip off trampolines 
— you know, basic goat stuff. 

Points are accumulated by 
successfully completing stunts 
and fi nishing side missions that 
involve things like blowing up 
a gas station or fending off all 
challengers in goat fi ght club. 
The fi rst rule of goat fi ght club 

is that we do not talk about what 
happens when you fi nish goat 
fi ght club, but it is suffi ciently 
hilarious. 

The game feels quite a bit like 
the free range modes in older 
skateboarding games. Much like 
those games, the entire point is 
to pull off crazy stunts, revel in 
silly humor and not worry about 
getting invested in a time sink. 

The game is very simple and 
straightforward, which is to be 
expected as Coffee Stain created 
the simulator during a game jam 
— a rapid-fi re game development 
challenge — and released it as 
somewhat of an April Fool’s joke. 

Much of the enjoyment you’ll 
get from “Goat Simulator” is tied 
to how funny you fi nd sending an 
indestructible mammal hurtling 
into the sky after trying to head 
butt a semi-truck. If that sounds 

dumb (it’s sort of meant to), then 
this game is probably not for you.  

Accumulating points don’t 
unlock anything for players, but 

there are plenty of little secrets 
and Easter eggs to be found 
scattered around the world. Ad-
venturous players can fi nd a jet 

pack, unlock an evil goat avatar 
and ride a hang glider . 

I found “Goat Simulator” to 
be a fun little diversion, but 
ultimately it’s a joke, and like 
any joke, the more you hear it, 
the less entertaining it is. I had a 
blast sending my goat down a wa-
terslide, bouncing it off a trampo-
line and sending it rocketing into 
lower orbit, but that’s really all 
there is to the game. 

It’s a bit pricey ($10) for what it 
offers. It’s not an exorbitant price 
tag — more akin to a mobile 
phone game than a full-fl edged 
release. This game with a lower 
price tag and on mobile plat-
forms would have been perfect .   

Bottom line: C+  If you’re a 
fan of silly humor and want a 
change of pace from the normal 
indie-platformer and early-ac-
cess titles littering budget PC 
gaming, give “Goat Simulator” 
a shot. All others might want to 
avoid it. 

Platforms: PC exclusive
Online: goat-simulator.com

No joke: ‘Goat Simulator’ for real, more or less

Long live nostalgia 
‘Mercenary Kings’ an enjoyable throwback to gaming’s past

Overall grade: C+

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

MCT

“Mercenary Kings” is a masterpiece of old-school 2-D presentation, fi lled with clever 
nods to older games, but with a distinct style and backgrounds all its own.

Coffee Stain Studios

“Goat Simulator” is for fans of PC games who would fi nd it amusing 
to fl ing an indestructible goat around in various settings.

BY MATT MILLER

Game Informer Magazine

When certain games release, 
you fi nd yourself wondering 
why more developers haven’t 
done the same thing before. 

“Mercenary Kings” is one of those games. 
While few inherently new ideas are at play 
in Tribute’s latest project, the combined 
whole is an impressive effort that mixes 
classic shooting (inspired by games like 
“Metal Slug” or “Mega Man”) and injects 
some of the customization, storytelling, 
and ancillary mechanics more prevalent 
in modern games. Whether playing alone 
or with friends, this massive adventure 
should keep most players busy for hours.

You are one of the Kings, a mercenary 
force brought back to life through a secret 
scientifi c formula to rid a tropical island 
of the terrorist threat named CLAW. 
Before each mission, you wander through 
camp purchasing fi rst aid kits, equipping 
new bionic mods, and customizing equip-
ment. Once your soldier is up to snuff, 
you tackle missions that have you rescu-
ing hostages, taking down giant robotic 
bosses, gathering supplies, or infi ltrating 
ancient temples. More than 100 missions 
are available, but many of these out-
ings see you returning to the same maps 
again and again. While all of “Mercenary 
Kings’” maps are suitably large, it’s a 
grind coming back to the same location 
the seventh or eighth time.

The level designs and enemy place-
ments are top notch, exhibiting a strong 
eye for a gradual challenge curve that al-
ways keeps players on their toes, whether 
through tough platforming, challenging 
baddies or a severe time limit. More than 
100 distinct enemy types await your at-

tack, constantly demanding new tactics. 
The shooting mechanic feels purposefully 
stiff, only allowing you to shoot in straight 
lines up and down or left and right — a 
direct homage to the games that inspired 
“Mercenary Kings.” Little touches like an 
active reload system (a la “Gears of War”) 
add a modern touch, forcing you to time 
your shots and movement to coincide with 
when bullets remain in your magazine.

While a number of boss models are 
repeated or show up in only minor varia-
tions, they are usually excellent fi ghts. 

With time and patience, each telegraphs 
its movements, helping you to gain a sense 
of mastery. However, I’m not a fan of the 
odd approach to tracking down a boss. In 
any given stage, you might need to track 
your targets to one of several possible 
locations on the map. If they aren’t there, 
you must run across the stage again to the 
next location. If they are there, they’re 
usually on a timer, and they fl ee to the 
next location before you can fi nish them 
off. It’s a frustrating mechanic that I could 
have done without, even though the game 

provides a couple of ways to work around 
the issue.

One of the biggest features that sets 
“Mercenary Kings” apart is its rewarding 
customization. After acquiring money and 
materials on missions, you can upgrade 
your character’s armor for more hit 
points, install new bionic mods that offer 
effects like faster speed or higher damage, 
or change your outfi t colors. However, the 
weapon system far outstrips everything 
else, offering around 300 distinct weapon 
pieces that can all be mixed and matched 
to create an arsenal for any occasion. By 
the end, you might have a handgun that 
shoots electric bullets, or a shotgun with a 
sniper-rifl e scope that looks like a trom-
bone.

As I explored Mandragora Island, my 
admiration for the gorgeous art, anima-
tion, and music grew. “Mercenary Kings” 
is a masterpiece of old school 2-D pre-
sentation, fi lled with clever nods to older 
games, but with a distinct style to the 
characters and backgrounds all its own .

“Mercenary Kings” is a testament 
to the idea that you can get too much of 
a good thing. The slick art, old-school 
shooting and deep customization options 
are immensely fun, as are the stages that 
you play through — the fi rst few times. 
As it is, this style of shooting action feels 
like it’s stretched thin over such a lengthy 
campaign, and some of the missions might 
have been more fun if I hadn’t already 
explored the maps so thoroughly. That 
tedium certainly isn’t enough for me to 
warn people away from such a richly illus-
trated tribute to the roots of the shooter.

Platforms: PlayStation 4, PC
Online: mercenarykings.com
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 Black Nativity”: “Black Nativity” rises above 
the standard holiday fi lm because of the strong 
writing, acting and music. There’s always going 
to be a certain amount of sentimentality that 
comes with such emotional redemption tales. 
That’s cushioned by the smart choices director 
Kasi Lemmons makes. The standard approach 
to this kind of story is to have the protagonist 
already well down the path of sin. Bringing 
someone back from such a long and winding 
road often feels manipulative or forced. Because 
Lemmons quickly shows that the fi lm’s central 
fi gure has a good heart and is only facing bad 
decisions, the transformation that eventually 
comes feels real and grounded.

WEEKEND: ENTERTAINMENT

 BY NINA METZ/Chicago Tribune 

NEW ON DVD

Young ‘Mad Men’ star 
has her act together

Kiernan Shipka plays Sally 
Draper  on “Mad Men.”

 AMC/MCT

Can we agree that Don Draper sunk to a 
new low of lousy parenting last season 
on “Mad Men” when he barely took 
pains to hide his infi delity with the 

neighbor lady? That recklessness pretty much 
ensured that someone would walk in on one of 
his assignations. That someone turned out to be 
his preteen daughter, Sally.

“Sorry about that!” Jon Hamm joked to 14-year-old 
co-star Kiernan Shipka at a recent PaleyFest event in Los 
Angeles. The funny thing is, it wouldn’t take much effort 
to make a supercut called “Sorry about that!” featuring 
scene after scene after scene of adults going rogue in 
Sally Draper’s presence.

As former Chicago Tribune critic Maureen Ryan once 
put it: “You could almost sum up the AMC drama by 
calling it a prelude to Sally Draper’s inevitable years of 
therapy.”

That, or a full-blown counterculture-fueled rebellion. 
Let the sunshine in, Sally.

Originally from Chicago , Shipka moved to Los 
Angeles when she landed the role on “Mad Men.” 
She was  6 .

Fame at a young age can warp reality, but 
you don’t sense that with Shipka, even as 
she’s become increasingly interested in 
fashion. Serious designers provide her 
red carpet looks, and she wears their 
clothes with considerable more style 
and self-assurance than most seasoned 
actresses.

 The seventh and fi nal season of 
“Mad Men”  started in the U.S. on 
April 13.

  Where are you in terms of wrap-
ping things up on “Mad Men”?

We’ve done the fi rst seven episodes, 
and we’re in sort of a little bit of a 
hiatus right now, and then we go back 
in a couple of weeks to fi nish up the rest 
(which will air next year). I think we’ll 
be done by June. It defi nitely feels like 
it’s ending. I think it’ll feel that way more 
once we get back, because it’ll truly be 
the last of everything, and it’s sad!

 What year are you in school?
I’m just fi nishing up my senior year.
Wait, you’re 14!
I do an independent study pro-

gram, so it’s little more concen-
trated. It’s just a different work 
schedule, so I can get done 
with it faster. It’s called Laurel 
Springs, and it’s a full online 
curriculum that’s K-12. It defi -
nitely caters to young actors.

 When I watch “Mad Men,” 
I’m always reminded that girls 
dressed younger for longer in 
the 1960s compared with today’s 
fashion. What goes through 
your mind when you put on the 
costumes for Sally?

It’s fun because a lot of those 
clothes I wouldn’t wear in real 
life — they’re not my style — so 
I think it’s cool that I get to 

go that route and dress up as this different person. And 
really, unless (costume designer) Janie (Bryant) and her 
team make a piece, it’s all vintage. It’s all from that time 
period. So it’s one more step into that world.

Is there one fashion trait from the ’60s that you hate?
That’s so easy. It’s the pants. The pants — ugh! They’re 

so stiff, and they’re high-waisted. If I had to choose one 
thing (to ditch) that would probably be it. I like the style 
of the pants; it’s just comfort-wise, no.

In the past, you’ve said you haven’t watched “Mad 
Men” because you were too young. Is that still true?

Now I’ve seen the show. I was sick in bed with a cold, 
so I just decided to start. You know, that typical Netfl ix 
binge-watching. So far I’ve seen all of Season 1 and tid-
bits of everything else.

What’s it like watching yourself as a 6- or 7-year-old 
kid, all these years later?

I was so tiny. It’s like all this home video footage of me 
running around and saying things with a lisp. I think 

I’m going to have to watch it again 
because the fi rst time, all these 

memories were coming back.
When I was little, I was 
just doing my scenes. 

And that was pretty 
much all I knew. I 

knew that there 
was a whole show 
beyond what I 
was doing, but 
I was more 
focused on the 
Sally parts. 
So going back 
and see-
ing why my 
character was 
saying certain 
things and how 

it all played out, 
it was cool to look 
back and get the 
full picture. 

 20TH CENTURY FOX/AP

 Ben Stiller plays the title character in “The 
Secret Life of Walter Mitty.”  

“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: A timid 
magazine worker goes on a true-life adventure. 
Ben Stiller stars as Mitty, a man who has lived 
most of his life dreaming of adventure. That’s 
the nature of Mitty. Despite the fi lm’s endearing 
qualities, it loses its way when Mitty goes from 
dreamer to doer. It is a beautifully shot movie.

“Nut Job”: The fi lm is strictly fun for kids. 
They will go nuts for the tale, but adults may 
just go nuts waiting for the rather redundant 
comic humor to end. “The Nut Job” is fi lled with 
colorful woodland creatures that inhabit an 
idyllic park. Winter’s coming and they are dan-
gerously low on food. A new supply is needed, 
especially when squirrel loner Surly (voiced by 
Will Arnett) puts an even bigger damper on the 
winter menus. There’s little to distinguish this 
fi lm — from its video game looking landscapes 
to the characters.

“The Invisible Woman”: The fi lm shows 
how Charles Dickens was living a life of great 
expectations as the perfect father who was also 
sharing his love with a mistress, Ellen Ternan, 
better known as Nelly. The fi lm, directed by and 
starring Ralph Fiennes as the Victorian writer, 
lovingly turns back the pages on Dickens’ life 
to show the emotional turmoil that he faced. 
Fiennes crafts a fi lm that is content to walk 
around the edges of events so that the focus is 
more cerebral and less sexual. It’s presented 
much the same way a novel during the Victorian 
Era would treat salacious elements, with more 
innuendo than direct examination.

Also available on DVD:
“Philomena”: Judi Dench plays a woman 

searching for her son.
“Better Living Through Chemistry”: Phar-

macist starts a drug-and-alcohol-fueled affair.
 “Ride Along”: High school security guard 

(Kevin Hart) must prove his worth on patrol.
“Boys of Abu Ghraib”: American soldier 

forms bond with a prisoner he’s guarding.
  “Camp Dread”: Director wants to resurrect 

summer camp horror genre.
“Making of a Lady”: Educated but penniless 

Emily Fox Seton (Lydia Wilson) struggles with 
love.

 “Saint Seiya: Sanctuary”: Follows fi ve mysti-
cal warriors called the “Saints.”

“Ripper Street: Season Two”: The job of pro-
tecting London’s Whitechapel district has never 
been harder for Detective Inspector Edmund 
Reid.

“Flowers In The Attic”: Mother hides four 
siblings in the attic.

 — Rick Bentley /The Fresno Bee 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Dr. Robert Lustig’s YouTube lec-
tures about the dangers of sugar 
have raised a few eyebrows in 
recent years and even drawn 

some criticism. 
But the pediatric endocrinologist’s 

proclamations are supported by research 
his team has done at the University of 
California, San Francisco, with steady 
confi rmation from other scientifi c studies 
linking sugar with chronic disease and 
early death. Among his points are:

• Sugar is poison.
• Sugar is  unhealthful in any form.
•  There are good calories and bad calo-

ries, the latter including those from sugar.
• Obesity is not a prerequisite for 

metabolic illness. Eighty percent of those 
with obesity do have metabolic disease or 
resulting chronic illness. But 40 percent 
of people of normal weight also have such 
diseases.

• Don’t blame those who are obese or 
chronically ill for their conditions. It’s not 
so much poor lifestyle that creates obesity 
and illness as it is biochemical exposures 
to sugar and other unhealthful ingredients 
that  manufacturers routinely put into food 
products, with consumers often being 
unaware.

 Lustig’s latest YouTube video, “Fat 
Chance: Fructose 2.0,” has received 
155,000 views and climbing. But his 
2009 YouTube lecture, “Sugar: the Bit-
ter Truth,” which details the biological 
consequences of high fructose corn syrup, 
is approaching 4.5 million views. He also 
has two books on the topic.

But he defers to Will Smith — as Agent 
J in “Men in Black 3” — to answer the 
question Agent K (Tommy Lee Jones) 
asks: “What’s the most destructive force 
in the universe?”

“Sugar?” Agent J says, with an inquisi-
tive lilt.

“He got it right,” Lustig said. “We know 
these substances are addictive and haz-
ardous to health. Hollywood knows this. 
Why don’t you?”

 Sugar is listed in Nutrition Facts food 
labels by 56 names, including various 
malts and syrups. Most people might 
be unaware that dextran, athyl maltol, 
treacle, panocha, lactose and sorbitol  are 
names for sugar.

Fructose has drawn attention with the 
increased use of high fructose corn syrup 
in foods and soft drinks. The sweetener 
produced chemically from corn starch 
provides better texture and improves 
shelf life.

Sucrose, or table sugar, is half fructose, 
which is metabolized in the liver, and glu-
cose, which is blood sugar that produces 
cellular energy to muscles and organs.

In the liver, excess fructose is trans-
formed into fat, which can be a factor in 
elevated cholesterol and arterial plaque. 
High fructose corn syrup used in soft 
drinks has a 55-45 ratio of fructose to 
glucose.

Lustig says sugar is addictive, although 
not everyone agrees. Some research-
ers  say people eat too much sugar rou-
tinely because of its overabundance in the 
American culture and diet.

A recent study by Lustig’s team con-
cludes that 25 percent of type 2 diabetes is 
caused  by sugar consumption.

Studies also conclude that sugar 
consumption leads to fatty liver, high 
triglyceride and bad LDL cholesterol 
levels, plaque in blood vessels and insulin 
resistance leading to metabolic syndrome 
and diabetes.

“There defi nitely are a number of stud-
ies that show within big populations a big 
relationship between sugar consumption 
and every metabolic disease we have ,” 
said Kimber Stanhope, a University of 
California, Davis, nutritional biologist.

 In February, a study published in the 
journal JAMA Internal Medicine found 
that “most United States adults consume 
more added sugar than is recommended 
for a healthy diet,” with fi ndings of “a 
signifi cant relationship between added 
sugar consumption and increased risk for 
cardiovascular disease mortality.”

Those whose added sugar consumption 
was more than 10 percent but below 25 
percent of  daily calories face a 30 percent 
higher risk of cardiovascular disease than 
those whose sugar consumption was less 
than 10 percent. The risk of cardiovascu-
lar disease nearly tripled for those whose 
diet consisted of 25 percent or more of 
added sugar, according to the study.

The study also said that fi ndings were 
largely consistent across age groups, 
gender, race or ethnicity (except for non-
Hispanic African-Americans), education, 
physical activity and body mass index.

“A higher percentage of calories from 
added sugar is associated with signifi -
cantly increased risk of cardiovascular 
disease mortality,” the study concludes. 
“In addition, regular consumption of 
sugar-sweetened beverages is associated 
with elevated cardiovascular mortality.

“Our results support current recom-
mendations to limit the intake of calo-
ries from added sugars in U.S. diets,” it 
concludes.

The American Heart Association rec-
ommends fewer than 100 calories of sugar 
daily for women and 150 calories a day 
for men — about 5 percent or less of total 
daily calories.

New Nutrition Facts labels proposed 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion, expected to be in place in two years, 
would require companies to list not only  
total sugar but also “added sugar” to help 
people differentiate between naturally 
occurring sugar in grains, nuts, fruits and 
vegetables from those added by the manu-

No sugarcoating  
More experts warn of dangers of consuming sugar

facturer for taste, texture or shelf life.
 High fructose corn syrup is used in nu-

merous processed foods, including many 
soft drinks, such as Coca-Cola and Pepsi.

Fructose in fruit isn’t considered a 
health risk because levels are so low and 
because the fruit fi ber slows the rate of 
metabolism. Sucrose is made up of equal 
amounts of glucose and fructose. Too 
much  overwhelms the liver, which causes 
it to turn some of the fructose into fat .

“Fat can stay in the liver, which may 
interfere with the liver’s ability to use 
insulin properly,” Stanhope said. “This is 
called insulin resistance, and it increases 
risk for diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease. Or the liver can send the fat made 
from fructose into the blood stream where 
it can increase risk of cardiovascular 
disease.”

 While research likely will never provide 
absolute proof of sugar’s impact on human 
health,  studies reveal a close association 
between sugar consumption and metabol-
ic disease. That among growing evidence 
from diet intervention studies raise red 
fl ags about its harm , Stanhope added.

 In his latest video, Lustig noted that 
“old medicine” recognized infection as 
the main cause of disease with the vector 
being the various microbes — viruses, 
bacteria and fungi. Nowadays, he says, 
medicine must focus on chronic disease 
with the vector being “multinational cor-
porations,” if we place the blame on food 
manufacturing and marketing.

Food and beverage companies, mean-
while, maintain that there is no proof that 
consuming sugar makes a person more 
likely to get sick.

A Q&A on the Pepsico website quotes a 
person asking about the reported health 
risks of diets high in fructose.

“Some studies have found that con-
sumption of unusually high amounts of 
pure fructose may trigger health con-
cerns,” Pepsico replies. “However, these 
concerns do not apply to HFCS (high fruc-
tose corn syrup). Despite its name, HFCS 
is not high in fructose. HFCS and table 
sugar contain about the same amount of 
fructose, and neither has been shown to 
be harmful.”

But Stanhope , who consumes sugar only 
on special occasions (about once a month),  
said evidence is more than suffi cient to 
advise people against its consumption.

“I think the data we have are strong but 
not defi nitive,” she said. “People should 
be looking and listening and realizing that 
there are no risks associated with reduc-
ing sugar intake, but there may be risk in 
continuing to eat high amounts of sugar 
while waiting for more defi nitive scientifi c 
evidence. Parents should get their kids 
off sugar and they should get off sugar 
themselves.”  

THE SEATTLE TIMES/MCT

‘ There definitely are a 
number of studies that show 
within big populations a big 
relationship between sugar 
consumption and every 
metabolic disease we have .’

Kimber Stanhope
nutritional biologist 
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My husband and I traveled to Ohio this month 
for a friend’s retirement ceremony at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base. It was a journey 
through military family history, both indi-

vidual and collective. 
The retirement celebration was a toast to our friend’s 

history and his future. Funny stories were told. Col-
leagues spoke of his leadership and kindness. His 
family’s military life fl ashed before our eyes in a slide 
show of memories.

 Afterward, we visited the National 
Museum of the Air Force, also at 
Wright-Pat, for another trip through 
history. The hanger-sized exhibit 
halls contain the saga of fl ight, from 
the Wright brothers to space travel.

The museum is packed with planes, 
but the vessels I most wanted to see 
were not for fl ying. In a glass case 
beside a B25 is a collection of 80 
silver goblets, each engraved with the 
name of one who offered his life for 
his country.

Eighty goblets, 80 names. Sixteen 
crews of fi ve men each, who took off 
on a risky fl ight 72 years ago today: The fi rst bombing of 
mainland Japan on April 18, 1942, an all but impossible 
mission led by then Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle.

Four months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the raid 
was a boost to American morale and a warning to Japan 
that the sleeping giant was indeed awake. “Doolittle’s 
Tokyo Raiders” became decorated national heroes. 

Sixteen B25 bombers launched from an aircraft carrier 
— something never before attempted — in the Pacifi c 
Ocean. They were to bomb key targets in and around 
Tokyo and fl y toward China while their fuel lasted. The 
crewmen, all volunteers, knew it was likely a one-way 
mission. They went anyway, and Doolittle promised the 
men a party when it was over. 

Three were killed on the mission. Eight were captured 
by the Japanese. Three of those were executed; the rest 
were held throughout the war. One died in captivity. 
Many of the surviving raiders went on to serve on other 
battlefronts, and 11 more gave their lives. Sixty-two sur-
vived the war.

In 1945, Doolittle was fi nally able to fulfi ll his prom-
ise. He gave a party in December, where the returning 
Raiders raised a toast to those who didn’t return. The 
gathering and the toast became a yearly tradition on the 
anniversary of the raid. Each Raider Reunion took place 
in a different city, and included a local charity benefi t.

The silver goblets were presented to the Raiders in 
1959 by the city of Tucson, Ariz., that year’s location. 
At following reunions, the goblets of those who had died 
since the previous reunion were turned upside down. 
Each cup is engraved twice with the name of a Raider, 
right side up and upside down, so that when the cup is 
upended, the name can still be read.

Four cups remain upright, but today there is no re-
union. With few exceptions, the Raiders have gathered 
every year since 1945, but in 2013, the remaining Raid-
ers, all in their nineties, decided that reunion would be 
their last and planned a fi nal toast for Veterans Day at the 
National Museum of the Air Force. 

In November, joined by dignitaries, families and 
friends, three of the four living Raiders, Richard Cole, 
David Thatcher and Edward Saylor, gathered. Robert 
Hite was too ill to attend.

Cole opened a long-reserved bottle of cognac and the 
trio lifted their silver cups one last time.

“To those we lost on the mission and those who have 
passed away since: Thank you, and may they rest in 
peace,” said Cole, offering the toast.

The planes in the museum carried many heroes on 
many missions. The silver goblets carry memories of 
smiling faces, acts of leadership and sacrifi ce. They rep-
resent friendship and a bond that outlasted war, hardship 
and loss.

Whatever cup you lift today, remember the Raiders, 
and raise it high for all who gave a life or a lifetime in 
military service.
Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a 
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@stripes.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.

SPOUSE CALLS

Silver goblets
honor sacrifice

BY LEANNE ITALIE

The Associated Press

The rising cost of child care 
is among likely reasons 
for a rise in the number of 
women staying home full-

time with their children, according 
to a Pew Research Center report 
released early this month.

Other factors cited by Pew to ex-
plain the increase include more im-
migrant mothers, who tend to stay 
home with children 
in greater numbers 
than U.S.-born moms; 
more women unable 
to fi nd work; and 
ambivalence about 
the impact of work-
ing mothers on young 
children.

The share of moth-
ers who do not work 
outside the home 
rose to 29 percent in 
2012, the study found. 
That’s up from 23 
percent in 2000, ac-
cording to the report. 

The at-home moms 
include women who 
are married, single, 
disabled, enrolled in school or un-
able to fi nd work.

Pew cited a 2010 U.S. census 
report that singled out the expense 
of child care as a factor. In infl ation-
adjusted dollars, the average weekly 
child care expense for families with 
working mothers rose more than 70 
percent, from $87 in 1985 to $148 in 
2011, according to government esti-
mates. That represented 7.2 percent 
of the income for such families.

Tricia Williamson, 30, of Lib-
erty, N.C., quit her job as an editor 
and producer at a TV station after 
crunching the numbers and realiz-
ing her salary after the birth of her 

son a year ago would go primarily 
to commuting and child care. Her 
husband earns about $44,000 a year 
as an electronics technician.

“We’re not rich by any means. We 
live paycheck to paycheck, but it’s 
completely worth it,” she said. “My 
son wouldn’t be getting the attention 
he needs one-on-one. He’s got Mom 
24-7.”

The largest share of at-home 
mothers — roughly two-thirds of 
10.4 million — had working hus-

bands. A growing share 
— 6 percent in 2012, up 
from 1 percent in 2000 
— said they could not 
fi nd a job, according to 
Pew, which relied on U.S. 
Census and other govern-
ment data.

No matter what their 
marital status, mothers 
at home are younger and 
less educated than work-
ing counterparts, the 
report said. Most mar-
ried moms said they were 
home specifi cally to take 
care of the kids, while 
single mothers were 
more likely to say they 
couldn’t fi nd a job, were 

ill, disabled or in school.
Among all at-home mothers in 

2012, 51 percent had at least one 
child age 5 or younger, compared 
with 41 percent of working mothers.

The researchers said one of the 
most striking demographic differ-
ences between at-home mothers and 
working mothers is their economic 
well-being, with about 34 percent of 
at-home mothers living in poverty, 
compared with 12 percent of work-
ing mothers.

Relatively few married at-home 
mothers with working husbands 
qualify as “affl uent,” at nearly 
370,000 with at least a master’s 

degree and a median family income 
of over $75,000 a year in 2012. 
That number amounts to 5 percent 
of married at-home mothers with 
working husbands.

The “elite” marrieds stand out 
from other at-home mothers as 
disproportionately white or Asian. 
About 69 percent are white and 19 
percent are Asian. Only 7 percent 
are Hispanic and 3 percent are 
black.

Mothers more likely to stay home 
are among demographic groups on 
the rise in the U.S. For example, 
40 percent of immigrant mothers 
were at home with their children, 
compared with about a quarter of 
U.S.-born mothers.

Among at-home mothers living 
in poverty in 2012, 36 percent were 
immigrants, the report said.

The report points to stagnant 
incomes for all but the college-edu-
cated as a possible factor for less-
educated workers in particular who 
might be weighing the cost of child 
care against wages and deciding it 
makes more economic sense to stay 
home.

While attitudes over the decades 
toward working mothers have im-
proved, “most Americans continue 
to believe that it’s best for children 
to have a parent at home,” said 
D’Vera Cohn, a senior writer at Pew 
who worked on the report.

Since 2008, about 70 percent said 
when questioned in an ongoing 
social survey that a working mother 
is just as capable as an at-home 
mother of establishing the same 
“warm and secure” relationship 
with her children. But 60 percent of 
Americans in a recent Pew survey 
said children are better off when a 
parent stays home to “focus on the 
family,” compared with 35 percent 
who said children are “just as well 
off with working parents.”

More moms stay home
Census names child care cost as a factor

COURTESY OF RICK WILLIAMSON/AP

Tricia and Mike Williamson pose with their 1-year-old son, Adam, at their home in Liberty, N.C. Tricia quit her job 
as an editor and producer at a television station after crunching the numbers and realizing that her salary after 
the birth of her son would go primarily to her commuting and child care expenses. 

Terri Barnes

The 
average 
weekly child 
care expense 
for families 
with working 
mothers rose 
more than 70 
percent, from 
$87 in 1985 
to $148 in 
2011.
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“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. E-mail him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.

GUNSTON STREET RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD
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 BY ALICIA RANCILIO

The Associated Press

 Paul Wesley admits to experienc-
ing jitters on his first day of di-
recting the episode airing April 
17 in the U.S.  of the CW’s “The 

Vampire Diaries,” particularly when it 
came to saying the word “action.”

“I had been hearing the word ‘action’ for 
15 years, but it was always from behind 
the camera,” explained the 31-year-old 
actor in a recent interview. “To say it was 
really a weird feeling.”

On “The Vampire Diaries,” Wesley 
plays Stefan Salvatore, a 165-year-old 
vampire with a conscience, who happens 
to look eternally youthful because he was 
“turned” at a young age.

Wesley has long been fascinated by di-
recting, admiring the likes of Stanley Ku-
brick and Ingmar Bergman, and says that 
after developing a good relationship with 
the brass at the network and on the show, 
he got the OK to get behind the camera 
this fifth season. He was convinced they’d 
give him a lighter episode to start with, but 
instead was thrown a “cool” challenge.

“I did blue screens, I had stunts, I had all 
sorts of visual effects, I had flashbacks,” 
he said. “I mean, it was really an action-
packed episode. I was surprised at how 

much they gave me. I thought they were 
really gonna go easy on me, it was gonna 
be incredibly generic, but it wasn’t.”

Now that he’s experienced it once, 
Wesley is itching to direct more.

“This is not something that is 
sort of a one-time thing for 
me ... I’m gonna do more epi-
sodes next year, but I think 
it’s about doing other things 
that aren’t ‘Vampire Diaries.’ 
There’s some cable shows 
that film during my hiatus 
which I’d love to direct, so I’d 
love to take a swing at that.”

He said it’s just a matter of 
time before he directs a fea-
ture film.

Wesley is also interested in 
other aspects of filmmaking. 
He produced and co-starred 
in “Before I Disappear” with 
Emmy Rossum and Richard 
Schiff, where he helped make 
creative decisions.

“I loved it. For me, it was 
an incredibly gratifying 
experience.”

The movie won the Audience 
Award at this year’s South 
by Southwest Film 
Festival. 

 The Associated Press

 A former child model and aspiring actor 
is accusing “X-Men” franchise director 
Bryan Singer of sexually abusing him 
as a teenager in a federal lawsuit filed in 
Hawaii.

The lawsuit filed Wednesday says the 
prominent director of the forthcoming 
“X-Men: Days of Future Past” forced Mi-
chael Egan III into sex during parties in 
California and Hawaii when he was 17 in 
the late 1990s.

Singer’s attorney, Marty Singer, said 
in a statement that the claims are absurd 
and defamatory. 

“It is obvious that this case was filed 
in an attempt to get publicity at the time 
when Bryan’s new movie is about to open 
in a few weeks,” said Marty Singer, who 
said he is not related to the director.

“X-Men: Days of Future Past” is set for 
release May 23.  It’s the fifth film in the 
blockbuster franchise.

Egan and his attorney, Jeff Herman, 
planned a news conference Thursday in 
Los Angeles. The lawsuit claims Egan was 
lured into a sex ring with promises of audi-
tions for acting, modeling and commercial 
jobs. He was paid as an actor for a digital 
entertainment company, but forced to have 
sex with adult men at parties notorious 
within Hollywood’s entertainment indus-
try, the lawsuit said.

The lawsuit says that Bryan Singer at-
tended several of the parties and forced 
Egan into sex, giving him drugs and 
threatening Egan when he resisted ad-
vances. It does not accuse the director of 
luring Egan into the ring.

 The lawsuit does not specify a total 

dollar amount, but says Egan is seeking 
more than $75,000 on each of four accu-
sations: intentional infliction of emotional 
distress, battery, assault and invasion of 
privacy .

   Young takes break from band
 Malcolm Young is taking a break from 

AC/DC to focus on his health, the band 
said.

The announcement saying the 61-year-
old guitarist is in “ill health” was posted 
on the band’s Facebook page. No details 
were provided.

 AC/DC includes vocalist Brian John-
son, drummer Phil Rudd, bassist Cliff 
Williams and guitarist Angus Young, 
Malcolm Young’s brother. The Rock and 
Roll Hall of Famers said in the statement 
they “will continue to make music.”

Young co-founded the Australian clas-
sic rock band. He has performed with AC/
DC for 40 years.

  WWE performs in Middle East
 Pro wrestlers with the WWE, including 

John Cena and champion Randy Orton, 
are in Saudi Arabia for three days of 
matches in the capital, Riyadh.

World Wrestling Entertainment Inc. 
says it is the first time its franchise has held 
matches in the ultraconservative Muslim 
kingdom, home to Islam’s holiest sites.

WWE is wildly popular across the Mid-
dle East. WWE has an Arabic website and 
debuted live in the region in Egypt in 2012. 
Matches also have been held in Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates since.

Ticketmaster says on its website the 
matches in Saudi Arabia are for males 
only.

  Other news
�  Court records show Will Arnett has 

filed for divorce from 
Amy Poehler more than 
18 months after the co-
medians announced their 
separation. Arnett filed 
a divorce petition in Los 
Angeles Superior Court 
on April 8 citing irrecon-
cilable differences. His 
filing seeks joint custody 
of the pair’s  sons,  ages 3 
and 5.  

�   Jenny McCarthy had big news to 
share Wednesday on “The View”: She’s 
engaged to Donnie Wahlberg , star of CBS’ 
“Blue Bloods” and a member of New Kids 
on the Block. He proposed  last weekend .

   �  ABC’s “The View” will gather all 11 
past and present co-hosts to salute Barba-
ra Walters as she retires from daily tele-
vision. The network said Wednesday the 
first-ever reunion will air live on the May 
15 episode of “The View,” the day before 
Walters says goodbye as series co-host.

   � The Budweiser Made in America 
music festival is coming to Los Angeles, 
but who is performing and how the city 
will manage the two-day concert are still 
mysteries. Jay Z and L .A . mayor Eric 
Garcetti held a news conference Wednes-
day to announce the festival, planned for 
Labor Day weekend and held simultane-
ously with one in Philadelphia .

 Paul Wesley  stars on the TV show 
“The Vampire Diaries.” He 

directed an episode that aired 
Thursday in the U.S.  The 

show airs on AFN-Family.
 RICHARD SHOTWELL, 

INVISION/AP

 RODALE BOOKS/AP

 “The Kind Mama: A Simple Guide to Su-
percharged Fertility, a Radiant Pregnancy, 
a Sweeter Birth, and a Healthier, More 
Beautiful Beginning,” is a new book by 
actress Alicia Silverstone.  “I knew there 
was another way and it would be a more 
enjoyable, lovely way,” she says. “So I 
started talking to doctors and medical 
experts, doing tons of research and found 
that there was so much support for this 
way. I wanted to make a guide for women 
so they could have that experience that 
they deserved to have.”

 Actor sinks teeth into directing

Director Bryan Singer accused of sex abuse in lawsuit

FACES

 BY ALICIA RANCILIO

The Associated Press

She’s famous as an actress for
“Clueless.” But Alicia Silverstone is also 
famous for her sometimes controversial
ideas about mothering, and now she’s put
those philosophies down in writing in a 
just-published book, “The Kind Mama” 
(Rodale).

Silverstone, 37, whose son Bear Blu
is almost 3, says she had a wonderful
pregnancy and wants other women to feel
as good as she did.

“I knew there was another way and it 
would be a more enjoyable, lovely way,” 
said Silverstone in a recent interview. “So
I started talking to doctors and medical
experts, doing tons of research and found
that there was so much support for this 
way. I wanted to make a guide for women
so they could have that experience that 
they deserved to have.”

As a vegan, Silverstone advocates a
plant-based diet over meat and dairy. 

“When you take plants as your medicine
and you use these nourishing miracles
to truly get well, everything’s easier,”
she said, adding, “You get to have happy,
healthy mommas and babies and when
mommy feels good, everybody feels good. 
And when babies feel good they act really
well. They’re not uncomfortable and just
struggling to process everything that’s 
being done to them. They feel amazing and
they thrive.”

She also recommends a lying-in period
after birth, where a mother can bond with
her baby. Silverstone says she took 10 days
after birth to stay in bed with her son.

Silverstone has made a few headlines in 
the past for advocating practices that are 
out of the mainstream: After giving birth, 
she ate pills made from the placenta, and in
2012, she aired a video of herself practicing
pre-mastication — pre-chewing food for
her baby and spitting it in his mouth. 

 Silverstone 
out with book 
‘Kind Mama’

 Poehler  and 
 Arnett 
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BY MICHAEL MORAN 

A bitter debate has raged in the 
Pentagon for several months 
about the wisdom of taking the 
nuclear aircraft carrier George 

Washington out of service to save money. 
The Washington, at 24 years old a relative-
ly young vessel, is due for a costly refit, a 
routine procedure that all of the 11 large 
carriers in service undergo regularly.

The Navy fought hard against moth-
balling the giant ship. But Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel has warned that when the 
two-year reprieve Congress granted from 
sequester cuts expires in 2016, the George 
Washington will be back on the chopping 
block. Moreover, the chief of naval opera-
tions said last month that the Navy plans 
to remove 11 of its 22 Ticonderoga-class 
cruisers from active duty to save on operat-
ing costs, as well as removing from service 
early the last frigates in the fleet.

But the critics are right. This hardly 
seems the moment to be scrapping them, 
with China expanding its fleet and acting 
aggressively in the South and East China 
seas and the ongoing need to keep a signifi-
cant carrier force near the Persian Gulf.

Instead, what about taking a page from 
history and transferring surplus warships 
to allied navies?

Imagine Australia, India, Brazil and Brit-
ain — the latter struggling along with no ac-
tive carrier at the moment — operating the 
five oldest active-duty U.S. carriers. The 
offer of such superpower bling might prove 
irresistible, even with the high maintenance 
costs that come with them.

There is ample precedent. When World 
War II ended, the U.S. Navy had a fleet that 
included 28 large aircraft carriers and 71 
smaller escort carriers — more by far than 
any other nation, and far more than the 
peacetime world seemed to demand.

Hundreds of other warships, overnight, 
went from vital weapons systems to costly 
maintenance inventory. Many of them 
found their way to scrap yards, others to 

the reserve fleet, where they sat rusting for 
a few decades before their own date at the 
breaking yard came due.

A select few, mixed and mingled with cap-
tured German battleships, Japanese subs 
and some Allied hulks, were moored off Bi-
kini Atoll and vaporized in an atomic test.

But not all of America’s wartime invest-
ment in its huge fleet met such ends. Aware 
that the cost of keeping a ship at sea would 
be prohibitive, the Navy hit on a perfect way 
to balance its desire to downsize and its need 
to fill the gap in maritime security that Brit-
ain’s shrinking Royal Navy was creating 
across the globe. Rather than mothballing 
every ship or selling them for scrap, the 
U.S. transferred entire fleets of destroyers, 
cruisers and other vessels to allied navies.

For much of the Cold War, in fact, the 
navies of some of America’s closest al-
lies were led by ships that once fought the 
Japanese off Okinawa or hunted German 
submarines in the Atlantic. Greece, Tur-
key, Spain — as well as Peru, Colombia, 
Argentina and even former enemies like 
Japan, Italy and West Germany — all took 

delivery of warships they could never have
afforded to build or purchase.

 During the 1940s and ’50s, dozens of
smaller warships were sent to navies around
the world, a stopgap measure to check the 
sudden rise of Soviet naval power. Greece
and Turkey operated so many Fletcher-
class destroyers that they occasionally fired
warning shots at their own ships, mistaking
them for the enemy. The General Belgrano,
the Argentine cruiser sunk by a British sub-
marine during the Falklands War at a loss 
of 323 people, began its life in the 1930s as 
the Phoenix, a Brooklyn-class light cruiser
that survived the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 How might such transfers play out today?
For one thing, transferring a handful of the
11 big nuclear carriers in the U.S. fleet to
our allies would eliminate the need to moth-
ball many other ships. It would also free 
up money to develop the next generation 
of platforms, including the pilotless drone
carriers. 
Michael Moran is the New York-based managing 
director of a global political, integrity and secu-
rity risk consultancy. 

 BY MEGAN KIMBLE 

The chickens are out of feed. Before 
they can make a dash through 
the coop’s open door, I hoist the 
round metal feeder from its hook 

and squat-walk backward until I can stand 
straight again. I turn my back on the flock, 
fill the feeder and crouch back into the 
coop.

I am one-twelfth of the Chicken Ten-
ders, a Tucson chicken-tending attempt at 
collective urban homesteading. Months 
before, we’d each contributed $90 to cover 
the costs of building three backyard coops 
at three host homes, bought chicks from a 
local farmer, weeded out the males as their 
maleness became apparent and set a rotat-
ing tending schedule. Once a week, each of 
us would visit one of the houses, refill feed 
and water, tidy the coop and go home with a 
carton of fresh eggs.

I joined the Chicken Tenders because 
I like eggs and knowing where they come 
from. I’d failed to consider the possibility 
that I might not like chickens. That, in fact, 
chickens kind of freak me out, with their 
feathers fluffing and souls a-strut. When I 
reveal this to my sister, she asks, “Then why 
did you join a chicken cooperative?”

I work as the managing editor of a local 
food magazine. I’m a longtime member of 
a community-supported agriculture pro-
gram. Two years ago, I stopped buying 
processed food and started doing it myself.  
So when the invitation arrived, I thought: 
Yes! I should definitely join a chicken 
cooperative. 

 As we divorce ourselves from producing 
food, we become helpless, dependent and 
ignorant about its origins. We subsidize fac-
tory farms, waste energy and imbibe chem-
ical additives. So, the logic goes, we should 
bake bread, make cheese, butcher a pork 
shoulder. We should raise chickens.

But there is a limit to this way of thinking. 
My do-it-yourself devotion taught me this: 
We cannot play a role in determining where 
all of our food comes from, not if we want 
to edit magazines, order tacos from carts or 
travel to Mexico.

I was mostly a vegetarian until, paradoxi-
cally, I spent two harrowing days helping to 
butcher a sheep. Instead of turning me off 
meat completely, the experience elicited a 
surge of respect and gratitude for the ranch-
ers at the farmers market who, week after 
week, muster the necessary reverence to 
deliver the animals they so carefully raise 
to local slaughterhouses and follow them 
through the butchering process. I didn’t 
want to process a sheep again, but I decided 
I could eat meat, as I realized, viscerally, 
one reason we humans clustered into com-
munities was to specialize, to choose differ-
ent paths and perfect our endeavors.

There is, in short, a legitimate space be-
tween DIY and outsourced food produc-
tion. Money spent on sustainably, mindfully 
produced local goods has a power that mul-
tiples and ripples through communities. Ac-
cording to a study by Local First Arizona, if 
a community the size of Tucson shifted 10 
percent of its spending to local businesses — 
a 10 percent shift, not an increase — within 

one year, it would create nearly $140 mil-
lion in new revenue for the city. Spend $100
at a local business and $73 of it will stay in
your community, meeting payrolls, cover-
ing rent, creating accountability; spend that 
same money at a national corporation and
only $43 sticks around.

At the Tucson Food Conspiracy Co-op, $5
buys me a dozen eggs produced at ReZoNa-
tion Farm, where Jaime DeZubeldia and his
wife, Kara, struggle to turn a profit on their
300 foraging heritage chickens and 100 
beehives. My $5, week after week — along
with other people’s $5 — helps to keep these
small farmers in business and ensures that
their land, about 25 miles from Tucson, will
remain farmland. 

There are many examples of successful
chicken cooperative programs across the
country. It is not a bad idea. We should all
join more cooperatives, should all be linked
to one another in more enduring and ac-
countable ways, and connected to our food.  

That said, investing in small-scale pro-
fessional producers through the everyday
dollars we spend is as important a step to 
building strong local food systems as is pro-
ducing food ourselves. Money spent on eggs,
vegetables, meat and cheese made well and
made in our communities will support and
empower the farms and businesses that
are integral to building sustainable, secure
local food economies.

After all, we don’t all have to like
chickens.
  Megan Kimble is the managing editor of Edible 
Baja Arizona and blogs at megankimble.com. She 
wrote this article for the Los Angeles Times. 

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

The Navy’s oldest aircraft carrier, USS Enterprise, left, passes  the USS George H.W. 
Bush during a transit of the Bab-el-Mandeb  strait.

Local goods: Good for you and your community

Transfer surplus warships to allies
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 Rwanda offers a lesson
The Tampa (Fla.) Tribune 

It has been 20 years since the genocide 
that took as many as a million lives and left 
Rwanda in ruins. So it is illuminating that 
a new report shows that life expectancy in 
the formerly splintered African nation has 
doubled in that time.

The development reveals what can hap-
pen when murderous, corrupt regimes 
are replaced with leadership focused on 
maintaining peace and improving living 
conditions.

Harvard professor Paul Farmer, along 
with Rwandan health experts, just pub-
lished a study of the life expectancy data 
in The Lancet, the world’s most prestigious 
medical journal.

“In the aftermath of one of the worst 
spasms of mass violence in recorded his-
tory, few imagined that Rwanda might one 
day serve as a model for other nations com-
mitted to health equity,” their report notes.

The 1994 genocide, carried out chiefly by 
the country’s Hutus against their rival Tut-
sis, killed nearly 20 percent of the nation’s 
population and displaced millions more.

 ... The story now goes far beyond the life 
expectancy data, which obviously were 
going to improve somewhat once the mass 
killings ended.

In Rwanda today, the genocide — while 
it will never be forgotten — has been put 
aside as the victims and the perpetrators 
join hands in a remarkable effort to build 
a better nation. Investment in Rwanda has 
nearly tripled since 2005, and although it 
lacks many natural resources, the country 
has become economically vibrant.

Moreover, most of the population is cov-
ered by health insurance, and malaria 
deaths have fallen more than 85 percent 
since 2005. The crime rate is low, and 
Rwandan women can now safely walk the 
streets at night.

If this kind of reconciliation and revival 
can happen in a forlorn corner of the world 
like Rwanda, couldn’t it also happen in 
other places?

In fact, it has happened elsewhere: Just 
last week, Michael D. Higgins became the 
first president of Ireland to ever visit Brit-
ain’s Parliament and be received by Queen 
Elizabeth at Windsor Castle.

Given the bloody history of Ireland’s con-
flicts with the United Kingdom, it is encour-
aging the two sides are on friendly terms.

And although it took 20 years to overcome 
the horrors of Rwanda’s genocide, we can 
only hope that the reconciliation, like that 
between Ireland and Great Britain, offers 
similar hope to other troubled parts of the 
world.

 Africa expansion unwarranted
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The Defense Department’s Africa Com-
mand, created in 2008, continues to expand 
U.S. military activities in Africa, now in at 
least 18 countries.

The operations are taking place in Burki-
na Faso, Cameroon, the Central African 
Republic, Chad, Djibouti (which hosts a 
major U.S. base), Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Libya, Mali, Niger, Senegal, the Seychelles, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Togo, Tunisia and 
Uganda. The United States has operated 
drones out of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Niger and 
the Seychelles. A U.S.-trained officer led a 
coup d’etat in Mali in 2012.

Last month, a U.S. Special Operations 
force commandeered a tanker in interna-
tional waters that Libyan rebels were at-
tempting to use to export Libyan oil for 
their own profit. The armed intervention 

was carried out at the request of the  Libyan 
government and responded to the desires of 
American oil companies operating in Libya. 
A parallel use of U.S. military forces to pro-
tect the assets of American oil companies is 
the guard function they carry out on a pipe-
line in Colombia, South America.

In March, President Barack Obama au-
thorized the insertion of U.S. forces into 
Central Africa to aid the Ugandan military 
in what have been unsuccessful efforts to 
track down the Lord’s Resistance Army 
of Joseph Kony. This action was taken in 
spite of previous failures to trap the LRA 
and public criticism of the Ugandan gov-
ernment of President Yoweri Museveni for 
a law that its legislature has passed and he 
has signed that is sharply discriminatory 
against homosexuals.

It is difficult to argue that America has 
important strategic interests in any of these 
countries. Absent the agreement of any Af-
rican nation to the establishment of a U.S. 
Africa Command headquarters on its soil, it 
remains based in Stuttgart, Germany.

It is hard to fathom why U.S. military ac-
tivity is on the rise in Africa, but it may be 
driven to a degree by Pentagon fears that 
its budget will be cut in the post-Iraq and 
post-Afghanistan era, now that Americans 
are tired of distant wars. The problem is the 
activity is expensive — planned expansion 
of the Djibouti base alone is estimated to 
cost $750 million — and it risks involving 
the United States in unnecessary military 
adventures. Someone needs to “red pencil” 
the expansion before it proceeds further.

 Sad truth on Obamacare
Las Vegas Review-Journal 

On the afternoon of April 1, President 
Barack Obama pulled out the pom-poms 
and assumed the role of cheer captain at the 
White House Rose Garden to celebrate the 
great Obamacare victory. The Affordable 
Care Act had reached its purported goal 
of 7 million sign-ups, and by the March 31 
deadline, no less.

Not 7 million paid consumers. Not 7 mil-
lion who were previously uninsured, which 
we were told was the primary objective of 
the law. Just 7 million people who at least 
chose a plan via healthcare.gov or the state 
exchanges. ...

 The Obama administration continues to 
demonstrate an extreme lack of transpar-
ency on the president’s signature legislation, 
particularly with regard to paid enrollment 
and the number of sign-ups who were previ-
ously uninsured.

The sad truth about Obamacare: It large-
ly has resulted in a churning of the insured. 
 ... An extensive study released Tuesday 
by Rand Corp.  ... estimates that, through 
March 28, 3.9 million people were covered 
through the federal and state Obamacare 
exchanges. That’s not exactly 7.1 million. 
Granted, the study doesn’t include a dead-
line surge of enrollees  ...

As for paid enrollees, Forbes.com’s Avik 

Roy used the Rand study and a report last 
month from management consulting firm 
McKinsey to determine that 76 percent of 
those who have paid their first month’s pre-
mium were previously insured, while just 
24 percent were previously uninsured. A 
separate Forbes report estimates that 15 to 
20 percent of enrollees haven’t paid.  ...

This was not what was promised. As Roy 
rightly notes, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, in its original estimates, predicted that 
the vast majority of those eligible for subsi-
dies on the exchanges would be previously 
uninsured individuals. Instead, the vast 
majority are previously insured people. The 
only notable achievement of Obamacare 
thus far is the expansion of Medicaid (5.9 
million added, per Rand), which could have 
been accomplished without the law.

For Americans who had become unin-
surable because of disease or a debilitating 
condition, Obamacare is working.  ... But 
Congress could have helped these people 
obtain coverage without ruining health 
care for everybody else. .. 

 Sebelius gets good sendoff
Kansas City Star 

By agreeing to serve as President Barack 
Obama’s health and human services sec-
retary five years ago, Kathleen Sebelius 
assumed a front-and-center role in a his-
torical effort.

Presidents since Harry S. Truman have 
tried to end the moral injustice that left mil-
lions of Americans without access to afford-
able health care. Obama and the Democrats 
in Congress, who at the time controlled both 
chambers, had a mission and an opportuni-
ty to change the system.

Sebelius ’ role in getting the Affordable 
Care Act up and running was never easy, 
and it would become excruciating. But Se-
belius, who resigned her post on  April 11, 
contributed a great deal toward creating 
a fairer and better health care system for 
America.

Obama tapped Sebelius because she’d 
been insurance commissioner in Kansas 
and she’d succeeded as a Democratic gov-
ernor in a state as Republican as they come. 
But Sebelius had the good fortune in Kan-
sas to work with a Legislature populated at 
least in part by moderate Republicans who 
were willing to work with her for the good 
of the state.

Washington was different. For five years, 
the top priority of Republicans in Congress 
and in many state legislatures has been to 
sabotage the president’s health care law.

States refused to create their own insur-
ance exchanges, leaving the Health and 
Human Services Department with a bigger 
job than had been envisioned. Congressio-
nal Republicans refused to release money 
to properly promote the marketplaces.

None of that excuses the epic website de-
bacle that nearly derailed the entire health 
care law.  ...

As Kansas governor, Sebelius was a wonk-

ish, detail-oriented executive. But she lost 
control of the development of HealthCare.
gov, the insurance marketplace. The wrong 
people were in charge, lines of authority 
were unclear and too much was required in 
too short a time.

Sebelius either didn’t realize the extent 
of the problems or she downplayed them to 
Obama. Both scenarios are equally bad.

The turnaround of HealthCare.gov has 
been as dramatic as its crash. By the March 
31 deadline, enrollment in the insurance 
exchanges exceeded expectations. 

After catching blame for the failure, Se-
belius received little credit for the success. 
The White House staff that engineered the 
turnaround had little use for Sebelius and 
her team.

It was time for the secretary to leave. 
Obama’s choice of Office of Management 
and Budget Director Sylvia Mathews Bur-
well to replace Sebelius indicates his de-
sire to have a proven manager in charge 
as health care reform progresses. She is a 
good choice, and Congress should speedily 
confirm her.

As for Sebelius, history will treat her ef-
forts more kindly than the headlines that 
are accompanying her departure.  ...

Thanks in part to her work, millions of 
Americans can see a doctor and deal with 
serious medical problems without fear of 
financial ruin. Insurance policies can’t be 
canceled when a consumer becomes seri-
ously ill or reaches a lifetime limit on treat-
ment. Hospitals are reducing errors and 
controlling costs.

Getting kids insured has always been a 
priority for Sebelius. So it’s fitting that her 
resignation should come at the same time 
as a report showing the uninsured rate for 
children dropped 2.2 percentage points 
while she was in office, to 7.5 percent. That 
piece of good news makes for a very satisfy-
ing sendoff.

 Oppose SNP on nuke subs
Wall Street Journal 

Proponents of Scottish independence 
have made the removal of nuclear-armed 
British submarines from Scotland’s waters 
a centerpiece of their campaign ahead of a 
Sept. 18 referendum. In Edinburgh, anti-
nuclear politics reign.

Since the days of the Cold War, the Royal 
Navy has operated submarines armed with 
ballistic nuclear missiles out of Faslane, a 
base on the river Clyde, 25 miles northwest 
of Glasgow. Trident missiles are also stored 
at a Royal Navy armaments depot near 
Coulport village .

The left-wing, pro-independence Scottish 
National Party views the Trident as a sym-
bol of British imperialism. “For decades 
we have been part of a Westminster system 
that has sought to project global power,” the 
SNP’s pro-independence white paper says. 
“Trident is an affront to basic decency with 
its indiscriminate and inhumane destruc-
tive power.”

Should the Scottish people vote to leave 
the United Kingdom, the SNP says, the 
Trident subs will have to be removed from 
Scotland’s waters by 2020. SNP leaders 
seem to be indifferent to the practical head-
aches and up to £20 billion in estimated 
costs London will have to bear to relocate a 
fleet of nuclear submarines.

An independent Scotland, the SNP ar-
gues, can still join NATO as a non-nuclear 
member no longer obliged to host strategic 
weapons. Yet NATO is a nuclear alliance, 
and the SNP position is a classic case of 
freeloading: The party wants Scotland to 
enjoy the benefits of the British and Western 
nuclear deterrent without having to bear its 
historical responsibility for maintaining it.

On Tuesday, Russia test-fired the RS-24, 
a new ICBM that, according to the Russian 
media, “can carry multiple, independently 
targetable nuclear warheads designed to 
evade missile defense systems to a range of 
12,000 kilometers.” The SNP may imagine 
that the need for nuclear deterrence is a 
thing of the past, but sober people shouldn’t. 
The SNP’s nuclear dodge is another reason, 
if more were needed, for voters to reject its 
feckless politics. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden stand with outgoing Health 
and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, second from left, and his nominee 
to be her replacement, Budget Director Sylvia Mathews Burwell, on April 11 at the 
White House .
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 75 53 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 58 38 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 56 30 PCldy
Albuquerque 74 47 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 56 32 Cldy
Amarillo 72 39 Cldy
Anchorage 47 36 Cldy
Asheville 62 36 Cldy
Atlanta 64 52 Cldy
Atlantic City 51 37 Cldy
Austin 78 58 Cldy
Baltimore 57 37 Cldy
Baton Rouge 78 58 Cldy
Billings 64 39 Cldy
Birmingham 67 50 Cldy
Bismarck 53 28 Clr
Boise 61 45 Cldy
Boston 45 34 PCldy
Bridgeport 50 33 Cldy
Brownsville 81 68 Cldy
Buffalo 61 38 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 56 28 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 51 24 PCldy
Casper 70 33 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 67 49 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 70 37 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 64 41 Cldy

Chattanooga 69 46 Cldy
Cheyenne 72 32 PCldy
Chicago 52 38 Cldy
Cincinnati 65 43 Cldy
Cleveland 56 40 Cldy
Colorado Springs 71 34 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 66 47 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 69 53 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 65 42 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 52 26 Clr
Corpus Christi 77 65 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 76 57 Cldy
Dayton 63 43 Cldy
Daytona Beach 78 66 Rain
Denver 76 37 Clr
Des Moines 60 35 PCldy
Detroit 57 45 Rain
Duluth 39 21 PCldy
El Paso 79 59 Cldy
Elkins 66 30 PCldy
Erie 52 36 Cldy
Eugene 63 44 Cldy
Evansville 67 47 Cldy
Fairbanks 47 23 Cldy
Fargo 49 26 PCldy
Flagstaff 60 31 Cldy
Flint 54 43 Rain
Fort Smith 74 48 PCldy

Fort Wayne 58 44 Cldy
Fresno 84 56 PCldy
Goodland 75 36 Clr
Grand Junction 75 43 Cldy
Grand Rapids 53 39 Cldy
Great Falls 56 43 Clr
Green Bay 46 29 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 61 35 PCldy
Harrisburg 56 34 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 54 30 PCldy
Helena 58 40 Clr
Honolulu 84 69 Clr
Houston 80 58 PCldy
Huntsville 67 49 Cldy
Indianapolis 62 45 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 76 55 Cldy
Jacksonville 70 61 Rain
Juneau 46 36 Rain
Kansas City 65 36 PCldy
Key West 83 76 Cldy
Knoxville 68 42 Cldy
Lake Charles 78 57 Cldy
Lansing 52 41 Rain
Las Vegas 82 66 Cldy
Lexington 66 40 Cldy
Lincoln 68 36 PCldy
Little Rock 73 49 Cldy
Los Angeles 70 57 Cldy

Louisville 67 43 Cldy
Lubbock 72 44 Cldy
Macon 67 52 Cldy
Madison 52 31 Cldy
Medford 72 44 PCldy
Memphis 73 54 Cldy
Miami Beach 82 74 Rain
Midland-Odessa 76 51 Cldy
Milwaukee 45 35 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 47 26 Cldy
Missoula 53 37 Cldy
Mobile 72 57 Cldy
Montgomery 68 54 Cldy
Nashville 68 45 Cldy
New Orleans 73 61 Cldy
New York City 50 36 Cldy
Newark 50 37 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 57 45 Cldy
North Platte 70 34 Clr
Oklahoma City 74 46 Cldy
Omaha 64 36 PCldy
Orlando 82 67 Rain
Paducah 70 47 Cldy
Pendleton 59 41 Clr
Peoria 61 42 Cldy
Philadelphia 54 37 Cldy
Phoenix 86 68 Cldy
Pittsburgh 65 33 Cldy

Pocatello 63 42 Clr
Portland,Maine 42 30 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 61 44 Cldy
Providence 50 32 Cldy
Pueblo 79 36 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 62 34 PCldy
Rapid City 68 33 PCldy
Reno 73 46 Cldy
Richmond 60 38 Cldy
Roanoke 61 34 Cldy
Rochester 61 36 Cldy
Rockford 55 35 PCldy
Sacramento 79 52 PCldy
St Louis 66 45 PCldy
St Petersburg 78 69 Rain
St Thomas 85 77 Cldy
Salem,Ore. 61 42 Cldy
Salt Lake City 75 53 Cldy
San Angelo 78 55 Cldy
San Antonio 82 61 Cldy
San Diego 68 59 Cldy
San Francisco 67 52 Cldy
San Jose 71 51 PCldy
Santa Fe 71 36 Cldy
St Ste Marie 36 29 Cldy
Savannah 68 53 Cldy
Seattle 59 44 Cldy
Shreveport 77 53 PCldy

Sioux City 67 35 Cldy
Sioux Falls 62 32 Cldy
South Bend 53 41 Cldy
Spokane 56 40 PCldy
Springfield,Ill 63 45 Cldy
Springfield,Mo 67 43 PCldy
Syracuse 58 30 Cldy
Tallahassee 67 61 Rain
Tampa 79 68 Rain
Toledo 56 45 Cldy
Topeka 68 35 PCldy
Tucson 83 61 Cldy
Tulsa 72 46 PCldy
Tupelo 72 51 Cldy
Waco 76 54 Cldy
Washington 57 38 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 82 73 Rain
Wichita 70 38 PCldy
Wichita Falls 74 49 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 56 30 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 53 36 Cldy
Yakima 63 37 Clr
Youngstown 57 37 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 103, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., -9, Spincich Lake, Mich.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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FRIDAY IN EUROPE
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (April 18) ........................$1.4205
Dollar buys (April 18) .......................€0.7040
British pound (April 18) ....................... $1.72
Japanese yen (April 18) .....................100.00
South Korean won (April 18) .........1,011.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6816
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0996
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2207
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.3953
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9873
Euro ........................................ $1.3835/0.7228
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7543
Hungary (Forint) .................................222.01
Israel (Shekel) ..................................... 3.4767
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 102.18
Kuwait (Dinar) ....................................... .2816
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9783
Philippines (Peso).................................44.40
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7504
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2499
South Korea (Won) ......................... 1,038.53
Switzerland (Franc)...............................8806
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.18
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.1227
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.10
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.04
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.45

Why high oil prices can benefit airlines
 BY SCOTT MAYEROWITZ

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Airline execu-
tives frequently complain about 
fuel costs. But the truth is higher 
prices actually have been good 
for business.

In the past six years, airlines 
have overhauled the way they op-
erate to adjust to this new reality. 
They’ve shown more discipline 
by offering fewer seats, which en-
sures airfares are high enough to 

cover costs. Unprofitable routes 
have been eliminated. And every 
expense has been scrutinized.

Those changes, along with high 
oil prices, have created an insur-
mountable roadblock to startup 
airlines that hope to undercut es-
tablished carriers.

 A decade ago, airlines were 
paying just $1.42  per gallon for 
fuel, when adjusted for inflation. 
Last year, they paid an average of 
$3.03  per gallon, according to the 
Bureau of Transportation Statis-

tics. Fuel now accounts for more 
than a third of airlines’ expenses, 
overtaking salaries, wages and 
benefits as the single biggest 
line item. U.S. carriers burned 
through 16 billion gallons of jet 
fuel last year at cost of $48.4 bil-
lion. That’s up nearly $23 billion 
from 10 years ago — when the 
airlines consumed 2 billion more 
gallons of fuel.

So why is that good?
High oil prices forced the major 

airlines to do business differently. 

They grounded older, gas- guzzling 
jets. Then they charged extra for 
checking baggage and raised 
other fees. More passengers were 
packed into planes and merg-
ers helped push airfares higher. 
The average cost of a round-trip 
domestic ticket — including bag-
gage and reservation change fees 
— grew to $378.62 from $351.48 
in the  past five years, when ad-
justed for inflation.

All of that has them on pace for 
a fifth consecutive year of profits. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of April 19-25

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.888 $4.060 $4.213 $4.189
Change in price +5.5 cents +5.4 cents +4.8 cents -0.7 cents

Netherlands -- $4.878 $5.172 $5.054
Change in price -- +7.6 cents +7.9 cents +3.6 cents

U.K. -- $3.995 $4.148 $4.124
Change in price -- +5.4 cents +4.8 cents -0.7 cents

Azores -- -- $4.482 --
Change in price -- -- no change --

Belgium -- $3.851 $4.164 $4.190
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.445 $4.057*
Change in price -- -- no change -0.7 cents

Italy $3.936 -- -- $4.239
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.819 -- $4.949
Change in price -- +6.0 cents -- no change

Okinawa $3.649 -- -- $4.949
Change in price +6.0 cents -- -- no change

South Korea $3.909 -- $4.229 $4.209
Change in price +6.0 cents -- +5.0 cents no change

Guam $3.899** $4.069 $4.229 --
Change in price +5.0 cents +5.0 cents +5.0 cents --
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Mustang, GT Premium 5.0,
2013 $33000.00 Deep Impact
Blue with white Shelby stripes.
Black leather interior and fully
loaded. Perfect throughout but it
must go. 015251078101

Rex 125cc, Roller, 2013
$999.00 Purchased new July
2013, only 300 km. warranty
until July 2015. scottdude71@h
otmail.com

Volvo, C30, 2008 $9000.00,
98,000kms. 1.6 liter diesel mo-
tor. Vehilce is in great shape.
New summer tires, winter tires
o n  r i m .  0 1 7 2 6 4 1 0 5 2 4
j_reuter80@yahoo.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

BMW, X6, 2011 $51000.00 x
Drive 35i. Black Sapphire Metal-
lic. Beige interior. MSRP
$72,000. Under 5,000.00 miles.
numerous packages including
new snow tires. Price is
$51,000. Call Sam at
01757005558.

Musicians Wanted. Looking for
musicians to jam with between
the ages of 16-45 in Bavaria,
Germany that are into punk hard
core metal alternative rock mu-
sic. Please email amarettoleeks
@icloud.com if you are interes-
ted.

Entertainment 450

Volkswagen , Passat SEL,
2012 $24795.00 Top of the Line
Passat SEL with V-6. Has all the
bells and whistles. US Spec with
extended warranty. only 15,000
miles. Sunroof, 6 sp auto, Call
0 1 5 2 0 - 5 7 7 - 4 3 7 3 ,
candrean@verizon.net

BMW, 523i, 1999 $5700.00
6cyl, 5sp, Heated Leather
Seats, 6 disk CD changer, and
32 MPG! NEW: Tires, Brakes,
suspension, drives like brand
new! Call: 0174-925-6999

PCS Sale $100.00 Four Sum-
mer Tires, Goodyear Eagle
P195 60Hr15 Fit Prius abd other
cars. Used about 8000 miles
$100.00 obo 01520-577-4373
candrean@verizon.net

5port switch 10 100 $15.00 I am
selling Hama 5port switch 10
100. I have 2 but selling each for
$15 or together for $25.
ss2day@gmail.com

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Audi, TT Quattro , 2005
$10500.00 Great fun car to
drive. Super in snow and rain
with the Quattro AWD system.
Easy miles and dealer main-
tained. Great condition, Glacier
Blue, and black interior. Winter
and Summer tires and rims.
priced below KBB. Email
gratia1979yahoo.com. or call
01726657460 for pictures or
questions.sandnsurf79@gmail.
com

PCS Sale 780
Honda, Accord EX, 1999
$2500.00, Great Mechanical
Condition. Passed Inspection 31
March 2014. Price: $2,500
(OBO) Make: Honda Model:
Accord Trim: 4dr Sedan EX
Engine: 4 Cylinder, VTEC, 2.3
Liter Trans: 5 Speed Manual
Fuel: Gasoline Color: White
Miles: 165,000 Location: Wies-
baden Area Additional Details:
Front Wheel Drive, 4-Wheel
Disc Brakes, 6 Speakers, Front
Bucket Seats, Front Cup hold-
ers, ABS brakes, AM&FM radio,
Air conditioning, Alloy wheels,
CD player, Driver door bin, Drive
andrew.christen@eu.dodea.edu

Computers 360
Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $22000.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,500 mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged and adult ridden, no
issues at all. Over $6K in
upgrades (full V&H exhaust,
Dynojet Power Vision, 12" Wild
1 apes, monotubes, Mustang
seat with driver backrest, quick
detach tour-pak, and lots of
extra chrome!). Too much to list
here; send me a message for
additional details and pics. Pri-
vate sale and I have the Title in
hand. The bike is located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 275 18471

Toyota, Prius, 2008 $12795.00,
US Spec, 53,000 miles, Air,
Leather Seats, Backup Camera,
Garage Kept, Non-Smoking,
Dealer Maintained, Dark Grey
Color, Fog Lights, Two sets of
tires, Great mileage, Call
01520-577-4373 or email
candrean@verizon.net

Travel 1000

BMW, 520i, 1996 $3200.00,
Just passed inspection. Runs
and drives great. AC, Double
sun roof, very clean. Light rust
drivers door. Five door wagon.
High mileage but very well
maintained. New brakes. Any
questions or for a test drive call
or email. 01799157882,
schroe19k@yahoo.com

Audi, TT , 2005 $10500.00
Beautiful sky blue exterior...rare
color. BLK interior. European
specs. Popular Quattro all wheel
drive. Winter & summer tires &
rims. Runs like new. Great
shape and fun to drive. E-mail:
gratia1979@yahoo.com for
questions and pictures. sun.bu
m.1@hotmail.com

GIBSON Lucille BB King Elec-
tric Guitar, 2011 $2700.00
NEAR MINT Condition. I am
selling because I am ETSing in
a few months and need $$.
Includes free hardshell custom
case. +32 484 11 6532
huntg01@gmail.com

BMW, 318i, 1993 $425.00. It
runs but needs some work and
bodywork. If you are a hobbyist
or Mechanic and want a project
for fun or resale this is for you.
ss2day@gmail.com

Musical Instruments740
Harley Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra, 2011 $21500.00 Ready
for summer riding season. US
Spec, 103cu inch EFI, 6speed
trans, ABS, CD player, pre-
wired for microphone, cruise
control, fixed fearing, factory
custom paint-Merlot Sunglow.
Service completed by HD certi-
fied dealer. porkchopbayern@g
mail.com

Suzuki, Esteem, 2000 $600.00
Four cycliner, four door auto-
matic. Has 129,800 miles. Radio
with CD player. Newer all
weather tires and newer battery.
Runs good but had some
external blemishes. Dark blue.
Wiling to consider best offer. We
are selling because it has
American specs and we are
losing our IDs. 06258-51692 or
tdullmaier@yahoo.com

Ford, Ranger XLT 2WD, 2008
$6900.00 6 years young very
well maintained vehicle, excel-
lent for every day needs. Boast
great gas mileage of 27 MPG
highway. Great dependable
truck that is in good condition.
AC; AM&FM CD MP3; Sliding
glass rear window; Bed liner; 5
speed; 2WD 6Foot Bed; Excel-
lent Pirelli Tires; Recent Oil
Change, Brakes replaced a year
ago; Excellent Maintenance Re-
cords using synthetic fluids.
93000 miles, 80% highway.
0 1 5 1 2 2 6 4 3 9 4 2
crewsl64@yahoo.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- We Buy Cars -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

BMW, 135i, 2008 $20750.00
300HP Twin Turbo 3.0L 6-Cyl
Engine, 6 Sp Man Trans, US
Spec, Original Owner, All Svcs
by BMW, Xtra All Season Tires,
Options: Sedona Red & Black
Int,, Premium Sound, IPOD USB
Conn, Sport Pkg with Pwr
Seats, Active Steering, Comfort
Access. 061194118572

TREK 1000 Road Bike $500.00
54 CM TREK 1000 Road Bike,
lightly used. Recently completed
a full tune-up at the WAAF
Outdoor Rec and has a new
back rim, two new tubes,
Shimano clip-ins, and a full
install of Shimano SORA gears
($350 value alone). Bike will
come with a spare parts bag, a
repair multi-tool, a digital sped-
ometer & odometer, a bike
pump, a 54-62cm Specialized
bike helmet, and a pair of size
10 clip-in riding shoes.
015146647812 mgray502512@
yahoo.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, ROAD
GLIDE, 2002 $10500.00 JUST
SHIPPED FROM MIAMI,
BLACK STOCK HD ROAD
GLIDE, PERFECT,,ALWAYS
GARAGED, NEVER DROP-
PED, NEW TIRES, BATTERY!
MUST SEE! 061446621
barrio73@yahoo.com

Toyota, Tacoma Pre-Runner
SR5, 2008 $21000.00 Pre-
Runner SR5 package,41k miles.
Excellent condition. A&E cold air
intake, Pioneer touch screen
DVD player, 12'' MTX sub, Bed
liner, Leather bed cover, Air
Conditioning, Cruise control,
Cup holders, Power locks, Pow-
er mirrors, Running boards,
Hood protector, 3'' Rev-Tech lift,
17'' alloy Moto Metal wheels, 33''
Cooper STT tires, Tinted win-
dows, Westin bull bar with
Westin off road lights, custom
Tacoma set covers, LED tail
lights, LED brake light, plus all
factory parts. stephen.parker20
06@gmail.com

Exciting Career in
Network Marketing!

Earn $2000 to $3000 a month.
We Train. More info Call Jay @

01522.353.0383
or visit

http:/jaysmoneymachine.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Sporting Goods 980
Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Dodge, Charger Rallye, 2011
$20000.00 292 HP 3.6 L V6
Automatic 21800 Mile Factory
Warranty NADA Value $23,525
Priced below Trade-In Accepting
Reasonable Offers Power Ev-
erything, Sports suspension. Al-
pine stereo, cockpit mounted
controls, 20" Wheels, Summer
a n d  W i n t e r  T i r e s
0160-981-86175 david.dollins@
gmail.com

Ducati, Monster,  2001
$7500.00 Ducati Performance
50MM Spaghetti Exhaust (High
Mount) Termignonis with remov-
able DB Killer Ducati Perform-
ance ECU Power Commander
(Custom Map) BCM Filter Sili-
con Hoses Rizoma foot gear &
Mirrors and controlls ARB bars
Tons of Carbon Fiber Slipper
Clutch Very strong bike, quick
harloww@hotmail.com

Mercedes, S-Class Large Lim-
ousine, 2005 $14500.00 Diesel,
quad-barrel (AMG) sport ex-
haust, Real Leather & Wood
Interior, Chrome, Power Windo
ws-Seats-Sunroof, 4 Rial Per-
formance Rims (245 45 18) +
orig MB Rims & set of snow
tires, Command Center (orig) +
$1k 7" Media-Receiver (CD
DVD, DVB-T, BlueTooth, Nav,
Remote), Dash-Computer, auto
foldaway mirrors, auto premium
lights & wipers, new windshield
& tires, Air Suspension with diff
driving modes, ESP, park sen-
sors, Multi-AC. Reg maintained,
excellent condition. Easy
160MPH Books out more than
$20k 01602076899

Wanted New Members The
Darmstadt Retired Military
Group is looking for new mem-
bers. We meet once a month to
share ideas and help each
other. No Dues. If you are a
Retired U.S Military Service
Member or surviving spouse
and are interested please con-
tact Larry at 06151-52548 or at
lemery1366@yahoo.com for de-
tails.

English Teachers
Freelance / Part-Time

LANGUACOM
www.languacom.com

Requirements: Looking for
friendly, motivated, native pro-
fessionals with an academic
degree (Bachelor or Master).
German knowledge welcomed.
On-the-job training offered.
Location: Frankfurt & Stuttgart.
Please send us your resume

jobs@languacom.de or
call: 071159600-660

Spacious town home
in Mantel, 195 sqm, 10 min to
Graf and 20 min to Vilseck, 5
bedrooms, 2 full bathrms, plus a
powder room for guests, walk-in
pantry. balcony and patio lead-
ing to small backyard, built-in
kitchen, two parking spaces,
1000- Eur/mo (utilities not inclu-
ded), If interested, call

09605-924352 or
0176-93571466 after 6:00 pm.

Dodge, RAM 1500 SLT Quad
Cab, 2005 $9000.00 Has
USAREUR vehicle registration.
Truck currently has 99,750
miles. New brake rotors and
brake pads installed at 99,166
miles, Fog lights, Towing Pack-
age, Rear cargo area and
railings are protected with Line
X spray, Cargo extender device
(used with tailgate down to
extend cargo area) Power win-
dows, doors and driver seat, Tilt
steering wheel, Cruise control,
Air conditioning. Available im-
mediately. Please contact Jeff
0 1 6 2 2 7 1 7 1 4 5  o r
jgershen@hotmail.com

Events 041 Jobs Offered 630
House Unfurnished 878Trucks 174

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
for help with a drinking problem call

+49 (0) 1803 224 357 or visit
www.alcoholics-anonymous.eu

Jeep Grand Cherokee, Laredo
E GRP, 2012 $27500.00 Black
3.6 LT V6, 5 SP Auto, Laredo
with E GRP Equipment, X-
Package, All Weather Capability
GRP and Sunroof, . Dealer
maintained, mostly driven on
autobahn Call 01743229616

Tramag 75 Watt Transformer.
$15.00 Selling a Tramag 75
W a t t  T r a n s f o r m e r .
ss2day@gmail.com

Announcements 040
(DIESEL) Kia, Cee'd_SW
Sports Wagon (42 MPG!!!),
2007 $7400.00 DIESEL
(42MPG comb.) 5400 Euros (or
best offer) Factory Navigation
German Spec 5-speed manual
Hands-free, Bluetooth SD Card
Reader iPod & iPhone connec-
tor DVD CD mp3 Player 32GB
HDD AC ISOFIX (Latch) 601⁄20
fold-flat rear seats Dealer main-
tained (Kia) 7 year guarantee)
Built in Europe Recently serv-
iced New brakes, rotors, clutch
master & slave cylinders Ex-
tremely reliable drove it every-
where in Europe. Great family
car. We are selling it to make
room for a minivan (3rd child on
the way) 0162 242 3057
edkim33@yahoo.com

Metal Outdoor Dog Kennel
$200.00 Large metal dog kennel
and dog house. Gate and roof.
Comes apart for moving and is
expandable. 00352 26361883
cahilldd@yahoo.com

Panasonic Cordless Phone
$22.00 I am selling a Panasonic
Cordless Phone (European
Plug). ss2day@gmail.com

CycleShell, Motorcycle Enclo-
sure, 2013 $400.00 Bike owners
in Germany..this waterproof en-
closure totally protects our "toys"
from the rain and snow. CYCLE-
SHELL is a full enclosure
designed for motorcycle protec-
tion and storage. No assembly
and collapsible to five inches
thick, your bike is parked on a
hard platform off of the ground
and completely sealed. CYCLE-
SHELL thoroughly protects a
motorcycle against damaging
exposure to sun, rain, snow,
d u s t . . .  i P h o n e T e x t :
0175-251-7575 or email:
redleg89@me.com $400BO
0 1 7 5 - 2 5 1 - 6 9 5 7
redleg89@me.com

Home Electronics 570 Pet Accessories 822

Yamaha, R1, 2009 $7500.00 8K
HID lights Installed Integrated
Tail light (Dark Smoke) Side
Flush mount lights Dark Smoke
OEM R1 Windscreen Fender
Eliminator Very Fast and Strong
Bike I have all original OEM
lights for the side lights and rear
license plate mount. I have not
changed the exhaust on this
bike due to Germany strict law
on Db. levels. Please serious
buyers only! 015143141016 mu
hammadh81@hotmail.com

Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$85.00 Selling a Tacima Trans-
former 2000 Watts Model num-
b e r  S C  5 5 6 5 .
ss2day@gmail.com

Home Electronics 570
Honda, Element,  2007
$11000.00 Upgraded stereo
components, JL Audio Stealth-
box subwoofer, Polk Audio
900W Amp, Polk Audio Marine
Car Audio Speakers (front &
rear) 165W, Tsunami Cap Lite-
wave Series, Pioneer DVD head
unit, Blue Tooth access. OEM
Honda Foglights, Interior Bike
Attachment, allows your bike to
stand upright with the fork
locked down, SS Chrome Run-
ning Boards, New Chrome Grill,
New Rear Spoiler, Set of
Bridgestone Snow Tires with Alu
Rims, Surfboard Attachment for
roof rack, and much more.
E x c e l l e n t  C o n d i t i o n .
0151-588-14271 newrobbi@ear
thlink.net

Corvette Coupe, 2004 Com-
memorative Ed., only 25,500
miles. U.S, Spec. Exc. Cond.
LeMans Blue, New Michelin
Pilot Sport Run Flat Tires,
Leather, 4 spd Auto, Comfort
Access, Air conditioner, Cruise,
Power Everything, Security, Du-
al Airbags, Power Seats-
Memory, Moon RoofTarga,
HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
Sport Exhaust. $28,000. Write
f o r  m o r e  p i c s -
slutz2004@gmail.com or call
0711 722 48 680.

BMW, F650 GS, 2006 $4000.00
This is a great little commuter
bike. It's also just fun to ride on
weekends or for touring as well.
Light weight and very maneu-
verable. It has relatively low
mileage and comes with a
touring package. Reason for
selling is I just don't have time to
ride it. Bike is located in the
Sembach area. 063029815599
Tegoode@hotmail.com

Piaggio Vespa, BV Tourer
500ie, 2009 $4000.00 BV Tour-
er 500ie, Black, Radiator cooled,
4 stroke, electric start, immobil-
izer alarm system, Top condi-
tion, Top case included, great
for long trips. 01717070879,
towduso@yahoo.com

Queen Sleeper Sofa $50.00
Sleeper sofa slightly worn.
0 0 3 5 2  2 6 3 6 1 8 8 3
cahilldd@yahoo.com

Motorcycles 164

Furniture 510 Person to Person 800

Harley Davidson, Ultra Limited,
2011 $20000.00, Vivid Black,
Excellent condition, 7500 Miles,
Over $2,000 worth of upgrades
including Supertrapp Exh, Ce-
ramic Header, Stage 1 wK&N,
PC5, Hwy Pegs, and more. Call
0173-8241703 for more info.

Honda, Civic, 2005 $4995.00
Silver 2005 Honda Civic Coupe
VP, approximately 98,000 miles.
Some cosmetic scrapes. In
perfect mechanical condition.
Uses synthetic oil. Installed a
Sony MP3 USB and CD Radio
that comes with a remote. Dark
grey&black interior. New brake
pads installed AUG 2013, New
all season tires installed Winter
2012, New floor mats Winter
2013. Manual locks and Win-
dows, Automatic transmission.
More pictures on request. Clean
title. I was the second owner. 2
year registration qualified.
01724694351

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $12.49 Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes- Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16"
Alloy Wheels - Steering Wheel
with touch control - Engine 3.3L
V6 0151-2606-7460, onassisro
mero@yahoo.com

VW Golf, GTI, 2009 $14.99 A
must see black Golf GTI ,
heated sport Recaro Seats,
Xenon Lights, Sun Roof, Power
Locks and Windows, Tinted
Windows, 6 gear Transmission,
Chip tuned (from 200 to 250 hp),
Subwoofer with Amp, Summer
tires with black and red alloy
rims, Winter Tires with steel
rims, Multifunctional Steering
Wheel, AC. This Car is very
clean and Garage kept.
0152-341-36001 Hs280567@g
ooglemail.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON, SUPER
GLIDE CUSTOM, 2012, In
excellent condition. Comes with
saddlebags, new Arlen Ness
grips and 8 inch handlebars.
$11,700. OBO. Contact
cat21100yahoo.com for pics.
Based in Spangdahlem, Germa-
ny. 032212284768

Announcements 040 Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142
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Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Motorcycles 164 Medical 690
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Ford, Escape XLT FWD Sport,
2011 $17000.00 Very good
condition - 1 owner. Color Black
w/ Charcoal Black interior. Sun
Roof w/inside closure. Premium
Black wheels and Sports pack-
age. Priced to sell at 17k -
FIRM! Kelly Blue Book Prices:
Excellent = 18,957 Very Good =
18,457 Good = 17,900
010-2619-5073

2011 Cardio Schwinn 860
Treadmill $1000.00 Paid
1330.00 new 010-2619-5073

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Custom Road Bike w/Internal
Geared Hub $3000.00 Speed-
hound Bikes "The One" Custom
Frame Size 56cm (5'8" - 6')
Shimano Alfine Internal Geared
Hub 8 Speed Shimano Alfine
Group (Crank, Hydraulic Brakes,
Shifters) Gates Centertrack Belt
Drive w/Carbon Fiber Belt Ritch-
ey Speedmax Cross Tires
(35mm) & Continental Gatorskin
Road Tires (28mm) Cane Creek
Thudbuster ST Seat Post Axiom
Streamliner Pro rear pannier
rack w/ Ortlieb Back Roller Plus
Panniers Pitlock security for
wheels and headset 730-1026
myrkba@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods 980
Ford, E350XLT Super Duty
Conversion VAN, 2008
$19000.00 Rocky Ridge Con-
version VAN 7 Passenger, Like
Brand New, V-8/5.4L All Leath-
er, Deluxe Wood Interior Power
Door-Locks Windows Mirrors
Captain's Chairs, Dual Front &
Rear AC & Heat 19 inch LCD
TV with DVD player JVC Stereo
w Bluetooth Ph and iPod
docking 3D Navi with traffic
condition, Rear view camera w
backup sensors, HD BlackBox
Wireless headsets, PS2 Game
console, Philips LED DRL, Third
row seat can be a flat bed Can
drive on highway BUS lane, 20
in Chrome Wheels, $19000
O B O  0 1 0 - 9 9 2 4 - 8 3 3 2
010-9924-8332

2011 Sony Bravia 3D HDTV 55
(54.6'') $1500.00 Like Brand
New 010-2619-5073

Bicycles 220

2011 BOSE Lifestyle V25
$1500.00 Awesome system!
010-2619-5073

2009 JVC 52'' HD LCD $500.00
Like new and used seldom since
2011 010-2619-5073

Home Electronics 570
Jeep, Cherokee Laredo, 2012
$26500.00 Great condition, ga-
rage kept and less than 2 years
old. Asking under blue book
value. Vehicle has extended
warranty. Contact for more
details. 01026884747

DAEWOO, DAEWOO MAGNUS
V6, 2003 $2600.00 2003 DA-
WOO MAGNUS V6 automatic.
PCSing to CONUS in early May
so need to sell soon. Minor
dings and scratches but other-
wise very dependable car to
drive in and around Seoul
Metropolitan Area. Air condition
works nicely in the summer and
heater runs great in the winter.
Call 723-6363 (day) and
01054468640 (night) to test
d r i v e .  7 2 3 - 6 3 6 3
anthony.h.choi.milmail.mil

Nissan, Cube, 2002 $1500.00
Located at Yokosuka navy Base
Make: Nissan cube, white Year:
2002 MILEAGE: 114K km
SELLING FOR: $1,500 JCI
insurance Expire: 2/17/2015
Japanese Inspection Due:
1/10/2015 Base Inspection Due:
1/10/2015 Last Oil Change and
Safety inspection: 12/12/13
NOTE: o ETC card reader
installed o Drives great! Used to
commute between Yokohama,
Yokosuka and Camp Zama o
power windows, AC and heater,
o NON-SMOKING o Pet free
080-9191-9816 daisy2406@hot
mail.com

2011 Bedroom set Queen
Sleigh Style Bed w/mattress
$700.00 Very good condition
010-2619-5073

Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Japan 146
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College baseball

Pro soccer

Golf

Deals

Wednesday’s scores
EAST

Adelphi 6, Pace 2
Assumption 10, Merrimack 7
New Haven 4, S. Connecticut 1
S. New Hampshires 2, Franklin Pierce 

1
SOUTH

Belhaven 13, Tougaloo 4
Boston College 7, Mass.-Lowell 6, 10 

innings
Campbellsville 5, Union (Ky.) 3
Coker 7, GRU Augusta 0
Cumberland (Tenn.) 7, Tenn. Wesleyan 

6
Cumberlands 10, Centre 3
Duke 11, NC Central 2
Erskine 9, Brevard 5
Georgia Southern 7, Charleston 3
King (Tenn.) 12, Tusculum 7
Lenoir-Rhyne 4, Montreat 2
Lindsey Wilson 7, Brescia 3
Maryland 11, Navy 4
Miami 2, FAU 1
North Carolina 5, Elon 4
Randolph-Macon 9, Methodist 3
Thomas More 14, Wittenberg 6
Virginia 11, William & Mary 2
Va. Wesleyan 3, Hampden-Sydney 2
Wake Forest 4, Appalachian St. 2
West Alabama 12, Spring Hill 0

MIDWEST
Kent St. 4, Pittsburgh 1
Ohio 2, Rio Grande 0
Notre Dame 4, Toledo 3

SOUTHWEST
Texas A&M 20, Abilene Christian 2

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 3 1 1 10 8 5
Toronto FC 3 2 0 9 5 5
Sporting KC 2 1 2 8 5 4
D.C. 2 2 1 7 5 6
New England 2 3 1 7 4 8
Philadelphia 1 2 4 7 9 10
New York 1 2 4 7 8 11
Houston 2 3 0 6 7 8
Chicago 0 1 5 5 9 10
Montreal 0 3 3 3 6 10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 4 1 1 13 15 9
Colorado 3 1 1 10 8 5
Seattle 3 2 1 10 12 10
Real Salt Lake 2 0 4 10 10 6
Vancouver 2 2 2 8 8 6
Los Angeles 2 1 1 7 5 2
Chivas USA 1 2 3 6 7 11
Portland 0 2 4 4 8 11
San Jose 0 2 2 2 5 7

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s game
New York 2, Philadelphia 1

Saturday’s games
Houston at Philadelphia
New England at Chicago
San Jose at Colorado
Los Angeles at Vancouver
D.C. United at Columbus
Toronto FC at FC Dallas
Montreal at Sporting Kansas City
Portland at Real Salt Lake
Seattle FC at Chivas USA

Wednesday, April 23
Houston at New York

Saturday, April 26
Colorado at Seattle FC
Philadelphia at Montreal
FC Dallas at D.C. United
Sporting Kansas City at New England
New York at Columbus
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake
Chivas USA at San Jose

Sunday, April 27
Portland at Houston

Wednesday
Red Bulls 2, Union 1

Philadelphia  0  1—1
New York  0  2—2

Second half—1, New York, Henry 2 
(Miller, Alexander), 57th minute. 2, New 
York, Sam 1 (Alexander), 67th. 3, Phila-
delphia, Le Toux 2 (penalty kick), 80th.

Goalies—Philadelphia, Zac MacMath; 
New York, Luis Robles.

Yellow Cards—Alves, Philadelphia, 
17th; Olave, New York, 82nd; Henry, New 
York, 89th.

Red Cards—Sekagya, New York, 78th.
A—14,765 (25,189)

NWSL
W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA

Seattle  1  0  0  3  3  0
Western NY  1  0  0  3  3  1
Portland  1  0  0  3  1  0
FC Kansas City  0  0  1  1  1  1
Sky Blue FC  0  0  1  1  1  1
Chicago  0  0  0  0  0  0
Houston  0  1  0  0  0  1
Washington  0  1  0  0  1  3
Boston  0  1  0  0  0  3

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
FC Kansas City at Washington
Western New York at Chicago
Portland at Sky Blue FC

Sunday’s games
Houston at Boston

Wednesday, April 23
Washington at Seattle FC

Saturday, April 26
Washington at Chicago
FC Kansas City at Portland

Lotte Championship
LPGA Tour

Wednesday
At Ko Olina Golf Club Course

Kapolei, Hawaii
Purse: $1.7 million

Yardage: 6,383; Par: 72 (36-36)
First Round

a-denotes amateur
Hyo Joo Kim 34-34—68 -4
Se Ri Pak 34-34—68 -4
So Yeon Ryu 34-34—68 -4
Ayako Uehara 36-33—69 -3
Amy Anderson 35-35—70 -2
Ha Na Jang 33-37—70 -2
a-So Young Lee 35-35—70 -2
Inbee Park 33-37—70 -2
Michelle Wie 34-36—70 -2
Christel Boeljon 35-36—71 -1
Katie M. Burnett 35-36—71 -1
Pornanong Phatlum 35-36—71 -1
Lindsey Wright 36-35—71 -1
Danah Bordner 35-37—72 E
Silvia Cavalleri 37-35—72 E
Victoria Elizabeth 38-34—72 E
Moriya Jutanugarn 37-35—72 E
Danielle Kang 35-37—72 E
Kim Kaufman 37-35—72 E
Cristie Kerr 36-36—72 E
Jennifer Kirby 38-34—72 E
Lydia Ko 38-34—72 E
Brittany Lang 36-36—72 E
Paula Reto 35-37—72 E
Angela Stanford 35-37—72 E
Paula Creamer 38-35—73 +1
Shanshan Feng 35-38—73 +1
Tiffany Joh 36-37—73 +1
Ariya Jutanugarn 38-35—73 +1
Hyun Soo Kim 38-35—73 +1
Katherine Kirk 37-36—73 +1
Meena Lee 37-36—73 +1
Mi Hyang Lee 34-39—73 +1
Azahara Munoz 35-38—73 +1
Haru Nomura 39-34—73 +1
Morgan Pressel 38-35—73 +1
Lizette Salas 37-36—73 +1
Jenny Shin 36-37—73 +1
Thidapa Suwannapura 36-37—73 +1
Chella Choi 36-38—74 +2
Veronica Felibert 38-36—74 +2
Julieta Granada 34-40—74 +2
Juli Inkster 35-39—74 +2
Nicole Jeray 39-35—74 +2
Haeji Kang 38-36—74 +2
Christina Kim 40-34—74 +2
Alejandra Llaneza 37-37—74 +2
Mo Martin 37-37—74 +2
Lisa McCloskey 38-36—74 +2
Ai Miyazato 36-38—74 +2
Giulia Molinaro 39-35—74 +2
Jennifer Rosales 37-37—74 +2
Giulia Sergas 36-38—74 +2
Karen Stupples 36-38—74 +2
Yani Tseng 36-38—74 +2
Amy Yang 38-36—74 +2
Heather Bowie Young 36-39—75 +3
Dori Carter 38-37—75 +3
Na Yeon Choi 37-38—75 +3
Caroline Hedwall 37-38—75 +3
Hannah Jun Medlock 39-36—75 +3
Sarah Kemp 38-37—75 +3
Mirim Lee 36-39—75 +3
Caroline Masson 36-39—75 +3
Kristy McPherson 37-38—75 +3
Sydnee Michaels 38-37—75 +3
Brooke Pancake 38-37—75 +3
Hee Young Park 36-39—75 +3
Gerina Piller 34-41—75 +3
Erica Popson 35-40—75 +3
Kris Tamulis 37-38—75 +3
Anya Alvarez 39-37—76 +4
Carlota Ciganda 40-36—76 +4
Irene Coe 36-40—76 +4
Kathleen Ekey 38-38—76 +4
Hee-Won Han 38-38—76 +4
Dani Holmqvist 39-37—76 +4
Mindy Kim 36-40—76 +4
P.K. Kongkraphan 37-39—76 +4
Ilhee Lee 40-36—76 +4
Jee Young Lee 40-36—76 +4
Rebecca Lee-Bentham 40-36—76 +4
Xi Yu Lin 38-38—76 +4
Brittany Lincicome 37-39—76 +4
Megan McChrystal 39-37—76 +4
Paola Moreno 36-40—76 +4
Anna Nordqvist 36-40—76 +4
Ji Young Oh 38-38—76 +4
Mariajo Uribe 36-40—76 +4
Line Vedel 37-39—76 +4
Kim Welch 38-38—76 +4
Sun Young Yoo 37-39—76 +4
Julia Boland 38-39—77 +5
Cydney Clanton 38-39—77 +5
Perrine Delacour 39-38—77 +5
Laura Diaz 39-38—77 +5
Lindy Duncan 39-38—77 +5
Moira Dunn 38-39—77 +5
Mina Harigae 38-39—77 +5
Mi Jung Hur 38-39—77 +5
Pat Hurst 37-40—77 +5
Eun-Hee Ji 40-37—77 +5
Stacey Keating 36-41—77 +5
Sei Young Kim 38-39—77 +5
Amelia Lewis 38-39—77 +5
Mika Miyazato 37-40—77 +5
Becky Morgan 38-39—77 +5
Belen Mozo 38-39—77 +5
Ryann O’Toole 35-42—77 +5
Jane Rah 37-40—77 +5
Hee Kyung Seo 39-38—77 +5
Ashleigh Simon 40-37—77 +5
Sarah Jane Smith 37-40—77 +5
Jennifer Song 39-38—77 +5
Kelly Tan 39-38—77 +5 

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
HOUSTON ASTROS — Selected the 

contract of OF George Springer from 
Oklahoma City (PCL). Reinstated RHP 
Scott Feldman from the bereavement 
list. Optioned OF Robbie Grossman to 
Oklahoma City. Designated RHP Lucas 
Harrell for assignment.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Placed OF 
Kole Calhoun on the 15-day DL. Selected 
OF Brennan Boesch from Salt Lake City 
(PCL). Transferred RHP Ryan Brasier to 
the 60-day DL.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Recalled RHP 
Shane Greene from Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre (IL) and will option him back to 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre following the 
April 16 night game.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Claimed RHP 
Marcus Walden off waivers from Toronto 
and optioned him to Sacramento (PCL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Recalled INF 
Nick Franklin and OF James Jones from 
Tacoma (PCL). Placed OF-DH Logan Mor-
rison on 15-day DL, retroactive to April 15 
and RHP Blake Beavan on the 15-day DL.

National League
NEW YORK METS — Selected the con-

tract of RHP Daisuke Matsuzaka’s con-
tract from Las Vegas (PCL). Sent LHP 
John Lannan outright to Las Vegas.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Agreed to 
terms with LHP Adam Loewen on a mi-
nor league contract and assigned him to 
extended spring training.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Suspended Los Angeles Clip-
pers’ F Blake Griffin a one game after 
receiving his 16th technical foul of the 
2013-14 season.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS — Announced 
owner Herb Kohl will sell the franchise 
to New York investment firm executives 
Marc Lasry and Wesley Edens.

NEW YORK KNICKS — Signed F Lamar 
Odom for the remainder of the season.
Women’s National Basketball Association

MINNESOTA LYNX — Traded G Sugar 
Rodgers to New York for the rights to 
swap third-round picks in the 2015 draft.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed P T.J. 
Conley.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Agreed to 
terms with QB Matt Flynn.

NEW YORK JETS — Agreed to terms 
with RB Chris Johnson.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Agreed to 
terms with WR Sidney Rice.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Announced goalie 
coach Jim Corsi will not return next sea-
son and the contract of assistant coach 
Teppo Numminen will not be renewed. 
Announced assistant coach Joe Sacco 
and Jerry Forton have been offered jobs 
within the team’s hockey department.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Recalled G 
Mac Carruth from Rockford (AHL).

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Signed D 
Viktor Loov to a three-year entry-level 
contract.

WINNIPEG JETS — Signed coach Paul 
Maurice to a four-year contract exten-
sion.

MOTORSPORTS
INDYCAR — Fined driver Sebastian 

Saavedra $10,000 and placed him on pro-
bation through the Indianapolis 500 for 
a rules violation at Long Beach on April 
13.

SOCCER
MLS — Awards an expandsion team to 

Atlanta.
COLLEGE

ARIZONA STATE — Announced sopho-
more G Jahii Carson will enter the NBA 
Draft.

CINCINNATI — Named Matt Cosinuke 
women’s assistant soccer coach.

KANSAS STATE — Signed men’s bas-
ketball coach Bruce Weber to a one-year 
contract extension through 2018-19.

KENTUCKY — Announced junior QB 
Jalen Whitlow will transfer.

MIDDLE TENNESSEE — Named Tom 
Hodges women’s assistant basketball 
coach.

POST — Announced the addition of 
women’s bowling and women’s golf, be-
ginning in the 2014-15 academic year.

TEXAS A&M — Announced QB Matt 
Joeckel will transfer with one year of eli-
gibility left.

Tennis

Monte Carlo Masters
Wednesday

At The Monte-Carlo Country Club
Monte Carlo, Monaco

Purse: $4.8 million (Masters 1000)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Teymuraz 
Gabashvili, Russia, 6-4, 6-1.

Stanislas Wawrinka (3), Switzerland,
def. Marin Cilic, Croatia, 6-0, 6-2.

Roger Federer (4), Switzerland, def.
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-
2.

Milos Raonic (8), Canada, def. Lu Yen-
Hsun, Taiwan, 6-7 (4), 6-2, 6-1.

Fabio Fognini (10), Italy, def. Roberto
Bautista Agut, Spain, 7-6 (6), 6-4.

Tommy Robredo (11), Spain, def. Ju-
lien Benneteau, France, 4-6, 6-0, 6-1.

Grigor Dimitrov (12), Bulgaria, def. Al-
bert Ramos, Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Nicolas Almagro (15), Spain, def. Nico-
las Mahut, France, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Lukas Rosol, Czech Republic, def. Mi-
chael Llodra, France, 6-4, 6-4.

Andreas Seppi, Italy, def. Pablo Andu-
jar, Spain, 7-6 (5), 5-7, 6-4.

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. Al-
exandr Dolgopolov (17), Ukraine, 6-1, 7-5.

Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, def. Gael 
Monfils, France, 6-3, 7-6 (6).

Doubles
First Round

Romain Arneodo and Benjamin Baller-
et, Monaco, def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Neth-
erlands, and Horia Tecau, Romania, 2-6, 
6-3, 10-8.

Second Round
Bob and Mike Bryan (1), United States, 

def. Lukas Rosol and Radek Stepanek,
Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Marcelo Melo 
(3), Brazil, def. Jeremy Chardy and Gilles 
Simon, France, 6-2, 6-7 (3), 13-11.

Rohan Bopanna, India, and Aisam-
Ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan, def. Lukasz
Kubot, Poland, and Robert Lindstedt (7),
Sweden, 6-3, 6-0. 

Malaysian Open
Wednesday

At Royal Selangor Golf Club
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Dominika Cibulkova (1), Slovakia, def. 
Pemra Ozgen, Turkey, 6-1, 6-3.

Second Round
Patricia Mayr-Achleitner (4), Austria, 

def. Danka Kovinic, Montenegro, 6-4, 3-
6, 6-1.

Zarina Diyas (6), Kazakhstan, def. Giu-
lia Gatto-Monticone, Italy, 6-1, 6-4.

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Lyudmyla
Kichenok, Ukraine, 6-1, 6-2.

Doubles
First Round

Jarmila Gajdosova, Australia, and 
Hsieh Su-wei (3), Taiwan, def. Chuang
Chia-jung, Taiwan, and Rika Fujiwara, Ja-
pan, 6-3, 6-4.

Chan Chin-wei, Taiwan, and Xu Yi-Fan,
China, def. Erika and Yurika Sema, Japan, 
6-3, 5-7, 10-8.

Lyudmyla Kichenok and Olga Savchuk, 
Ukraine, def. Karolina and Kristyna Plis-
kova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 4-6, 10-8.

Eleni Daniilidou, Greece, and Magda
Linette, Poland, def. Alyssa Boey, Malay-
sia, and Yang Zi, China, 6-0, 6-0.

Timea Babos, Hungary, and Chan Hao-
ching (1), Taiwan, def. Aleksandra Kru-
nic, Serbia, and Ana Vrljic, Croatia, 4-6, 
6-0, 13-11.

Hsieh Shu-ying, Taiwan, and Arina Ro-
dionova, Australia, def. Eri Hozume and 
Miki Miyamura, Japan, 6-7 (0), 6-2, 10-3.

Quarterfinals
Jarmila Gajdosova, Australia, and 

Hsieh Su-wei (3), Taiwan, def. Chan Chin-
wei, Taiwan, and Xu Yi-Fan, China, 6-3, 
6-3.

Boxing

Fight schedule
 April 19

At Manchester, England, Scott Quigg 
vs. Tshifiwa Munyai, 12, for Quigg’s WBA 
super bantamweight title.

At the D.C. Armory in Washington, 
D.C., Bernard Hopkins vs. Beibut Shu-
menov, 12, for the WBA Super World-IBF-
IBA light heavyweight titles; Peter Quillin 
vs. Lukas Konecny, 12, for Quillin’s WBO 
middleweight title; Shawn Porter vs.
Paulie Malignaggi, 12, for Porter’s IBF 
welterweight title.

April 23
At Osaka, Japan, Shinsuke Yamanaka 

vs. Stephane Jamoye, 12, for Yamanaka’s 
WBC bantamweight title; Kiko Martinez
vs. Hozumi Hasegawa, 12, for Martinez’s
IBF junior featherweight title.

April 24
At Agua Caliente Casino, Rancho Mi-

rage, Calif., Josesito Lopez vs. Aaron
Martinez, 10, light welterweights; Thom-
as Williams Jr. vs. Enrique Ornelas, 10,
light heavyweights.

April 25
At Moscow, Russia, Richard Abril vs.

Eduard Troyanovsky, 12, for Abril’s WBA 
World lightweight title; Denis Lebedev
vs. Guillermo Jones, 12, for Lebedev’s
WBA World cruiserweight title.

AP sportlight
April 18

1908 — Tommy Burns knocks out Jew-
ey Smith in the fifth round in Paris to re-
tain the world heavyweight title.

1959 — The Montreal Canadiens win 
their fourth consecutive Stanley Cup 
with a 5-3 victory over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the fifth game.

1962 — Boston’s Bill Russell scores 30 
points and grabs 40 rebounds to lead the 
Celtics to a 110-107 overtime win over 
the Los Angeles Lakers and their fourth 
consecutive NBA title.

1966 — Bill Russell is named the coach 
of the Boston Celtics to become the first 
African American head coach of an NBA 
team.

1967 — Rick Barry scores 55 points as 
the San Francisco Warriors beat Phila-
delphia, 130-124, in Game 3 of the NBA 
Finals.

 1988 — Ibrahim Hussein of Kenya 
battles past Juma Ikangaa of Tanzania 
in the final 100 yards to win the Boston 
Marathon by 1 second, the closest ever. 

Pro baseball

MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 9 6 .600 —
Toronto 8 6 .571  A
Baltimore 7 7 .500 1A
Tampa Bay 7 8 .467 2
Boston 6 9 .400 3

Central Division
Detroit 6 5 .545 —
Chicago 8 7 .533 —
Cleveland 7 7 .500  A
Kansas City 6 7 .462 1
Minnesota 6 7 .462 1

West Division
Oakland 10 5 .667 —
Texas 8 7 .533 2
Seattle 7 7 .500 2A
Los Angeles 7 8 .467 3
Houston 5 10 .333 5

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 10 4 .714 —
Washington 9 6 .600 1A
New York 8 7 .533 2A
Philadelphia 6 8 .429 4
Miami 6 10 .375 5

Central Division
Milwaukee 11 4 .733 —
St. Louis 9 6 .600 2
Pittsburgh 7 8 .467 4
Cincinnati 6 9 .400 5
Chicago 4 10 .286 6A

West Division
San Francisco 10 5 .667 —
Los Angeles 9 6 .600 1
San Diego 7 8 .467 3
Colorado 7 9 .438 3A
Arizona 4 14 .222 7A

Wednesday’s games
Baltimore 3, Tampa Bay 0
N.Y. Yankees 3, Chicago Cubs 0, 1st 

game
N.Y. Yankees 2, Chicago Cubs 0, 2nd 

game
Cleveland 3, Detroit 2
Texas 3, Seattle 2
Boston 6, Chicago White Sox 4, 14 in-

nings
Kansas City 6, Houston 4, 11 innings
Toronto at Minnesota, ppd., rain
L.A. Angels 5, Oakland 4, 12 innings
Cincinnati 4, Pittsburgh 0
Milwaukee 5, St. Louis 1
N.Y. Mets 5, Arizona 2
Atlanta 1, Philadelphia 0
Washington 6, Miami 3
San Diego 4, Colorado 2
San Francisco 2, L.A. Dodgers 1

Thursday’s games
Cleveland at Detroit
Toronto at Minnesota
Seattle at Texas
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Toronto at Minnesota
Boston at Chicago White Sox
Kansas City at Houston
Atlanta at Philadelphia
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco
Colorado at San Diego
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh
St. Louis at Washington

Friday’s games
Toronto (Hutchison 1-1) at Cleveland 

(Masterson 0-0)
L.A. Angels (Weaver 0-2) at Detroit 

(Smyly 1-0)
Baltimore (Tillman 1-1) at Boston 

(Lackey 2-1)
N.Y. Yankees (Kuroda 2-1) at Tampa 

Bay (Bedard 0-0)
Seattle (C.Young 0-0) at Miami (Eovaldi 

1-1)
Chicago White Sox (Paulino 0-1) at 

Texas (M.Perez 2-0)
Minnesota (Nolasco 1-1) at Kansas 

City (Vargas 1-0)
Houston (Cosart 1-1) at Oakland (Gray 

2-0)
Cincinnati (Simon 1-1) at Chicago Cubs 

(Samardzija 0-1)
Milwaukee (Lohse 2-1) at Pittsburgh 

(Morton 0-1)
St. Louis (Wacha 2-0) at Washington 

(G.Gonzalez 2-1)
Atlanta (Harang 2-1) at N.Y. Mets 

(Niese 0-1)
Philadelphia (Pettibone 0-0) at Colo-

rado (Chatwood 0-0)
Arizona (Miley 2-2) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Greinke 3-0)
San Francisco (M.Cain 0-2) at San Di-

ego (T.Ross 1-2)
Saturday’s games

Toronto at Cleveland
L.A. Angels at Detroit
Baltimore at Boston
Minnesota at Kansas City
Houston at Oakland
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Chicago White Sox at Texas
St. Louis at Washington
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets
Seattle at Miami
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers
Philadelphia at Colorado
San Francisco at San Diego

Sunday’s games
Toronto at Cleveland
L.A. Angels at Detroit
N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay
Minnesota at Kansas City
Chicago White Sox at Texas
Houston at Oakland
Baltimore at Boston
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets
Seattle at Miami
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh
St. Louis at Washington
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers
Philadelphia at Colorado
San Francisco at San Diego
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Around the track

Driver standings
 1. Jeff Gordon .......................... 297
 2. Matt Kenseth ....................... 296
 3. Carl Edwards ....................... 278
 4. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ..................271
 5. Jimmie Johnson ....................270
 6. Kyle Busch ........................... 269
 7. Brad Keselowski ................... 246
 8. Joey Logano ......................... 245
 9. Ryan Newman ..................... 236
10. Austin Dillon ........................ 235
11. Greg Biffle............................ 227
12. Tony Stewart ........................ 224
13. Brian Vickers ....................... 224
14. Kyle Larson .......................... 223
15. Denny Hamlin ...................... 223
16. Clint Bowyer .........................219
17. Marcos Ambrose ...................216
18. Paul Menard ........................ 206
19. A J Allmendinger .................. 202
20. Jamie McMurray ...................195

Sprint Cup schedule
Feb. 23 — Daytona 500 (Dale 

Earnhardt Jr.)
March 2 — The Profit on CNBC 

500, Avondale, Ariz. (Kevin Harvick)
March 9 — Kobalt 400, Las Vegas 

(Brad Keselowski)
March 16 — Food City 500, Bris-

tol, Tenn. (Carl Edwards)
March 23 — Auto Club 400, Fon-

tana, Calif. (Kyle Busch)
March 30 — STP 500, Ridgeway, 

Va. (Kurt Busch)
April 7 — Duck Commander 500, 

Fort Worth, Texas (Joey Logano)
April 12 — Bojangles’ Southern 

500, Darlington, S.C. (Kevin Harvick)
April 26 — Toyota Owners 400, 

Richmond, Va.
May 4 — Aaron’s 499, Talladega, Ala.
May 10 — Kansas 400, Kansas 

City, Kan.
May 25 — Coca-Cola 600, Con-

cord, N.C.
June 1 — Dover 400, Dover, Del.
June 8 — Pocono 400, Long 

Pond, Pa.
June 15 — Quicken Loans 400, 

Brooklyn, Mich.
June 22 — Toyota/Save Mart 350, 

Sonoma, Calif.
June 28 — Quaker State 400, 

Sparta, Ky.
July 5 — Coke Zero 400, Daytona 

Beach, Fla.
July 13 — Camping World RV 

Sales 301, Loudon, N.H.
July 27 — The Brickyard 400, 

Indianapolis.
Aug. 3 — GoBowling.com 400, 

Long Pond, Pa.
Aug. 10 — Cheez-It 355 at the 

Glen, Watkins Glen, N.Y.
Aug. 17 — Pure Michigan 400, 

Brooklyn, Mich.
Aug. 23 — Irwin Tools Night Race, 

Bristol, Tenn.
Aug. 31 — Atlanta 500, Hampton, 

Ga.
Sept. 6 — Federated Auto Parts 

400, Richmond, Va.
Sept. 14 — Chicagoland 400, 

Joliet, Ill.
Sept. 21 — Sylvania 300, Loudon, 

N.H.
Sept. 28 — AAA 400, Dover, Del.
Oct. 5 — Hollywood Casino 400, 

Kansas City, Kan.
Oct. 11 — Bank of America 500, 

Concord, N.C.
Oct. 19 — GEICO 500, Talladega, 

Ala.
Oct. 26 — Goody’s Headache 

Relief Shot 500, Ridgeway, Va.
Nov. 2 — AAA Texas 500, Fort 

Worth, Texas
Nov. 9 — Quicken Loans 500, 

Avondale, Ariz.
Nov. 16 — Ford EcoBoost 400, 

Homestead, Fla.

SPRINT CUP

Next race: Toyota Owners 400, 
April 26, Richmond International 
Raceway, Richmond, Va.

Last week: Kevin Harvick won the 
Southern 500 at Darlington to become 
the first repeat winner this season. 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. was second.

Online: nascar.com

NATIONWIDE SERIES

Next race: ToyotaCare 250, April 
25, Richmond International Raceway, 
Richmond, Va.

Last week: Chase Elliott won at 
Darlington for his second straight 
series victory. He’s the 18-year-old son 
of NASCAR great Bill Elliott.

Online: nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

Next race: SFP 250, May 9, Kan-
sas Speedway, Kansas City, Mo.

Last race: Defending series 
champion Matt Crafton won the rain-
delayed race at Martinsville on March 
30 for his fourth career victory. Darrell 
Wallace was second.

Online: nascar.com

FORMULA ONE

This week: Chinese Grand Prix at 
Shanghai, China.

Track: Shanghai International Circuit 
(road course, 3.39 miles).

Race distance: 189.7 miles, 56 laps.
Last year: Ferrari’s Fernando Alonso 

pulled away for a 10-second victory.
Last race: Lewis Hamilton won 

in Bahrain on April 6 for his second 
straight victory, beating Mercedes 
teammate Nico Rosberg by a second.

Fast facts: The race is the fourth of 
the season. Rosberg won the season-
opening race in Australia and also was 
second behind Hamilton in Malaysia.   
...  Hermann Tilke and Peter Wahl de-
signed the track. The course is shaped 
like the Chinese character “shang,” 
which stands for “high” or “above.”

Next race: Spanish Grand Prix, May 
11, Circuit de Catalunya, Barcelona, 
Spain

Online: formula1.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

Next event: O’Reilly Auto Parts 
NHRA SpringNationals, April 25-27, 
Royal Purple Raceway, Baytown, 
Texas.

Last week: Robert Hight became 
the first two-time Funny Car winner 
in the NHRA Four-Wide Nationals, 
beating John Force, Alexis DeJoria 
and Tim Wilkerson in the final. Antron 
Brown won the Top Fuel division, 
Sweden’s Jimmy Alund topped the Pro 
Stock field to become the first Euro-
pean winner in the series, and Andrew 
Hines won in Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Online: nhra.com

VERIZON INDYCAR

Next race: Grand Prix of Alabama, 
April 27, Barber Motorsports Park, 
Birmingham, Ala.

Last week: Mike Conway won at 
Long Beach for Ed Carpenter Racing, 
taking the lead when Scott Dixon 
stopped for fuel two laps from the 
finish.

Online: indycar.com 
— The Associated Press

NASCAR notebook

AUTO RACING

BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

Darrell Wallace Jr. was the first 
black driver to win a NASCAR 
race since the 1960s when he took 
the checkered flag in a Truck Se-
ries race at Martinsville last year.

The 20-year-old Wallace, who 
goes by Bubba, has openly talked 
of becoming the Tiger Woods of 
NASCAR — the great black star 
who can transcend the sport and 
prove people of all colors can race.

He rebounded from a crash in 
the season-opening Truck race at 
Daytona to finish second at Mar-
tinsville last month.

“We’re trying to carry that mo-
mentum from Martinsville on to 
Kansas, so it’s a little tough,” Wal-
lace said. “But I’m trying to have 
fun as much as I can, getting in and 
out of the shop as much as I can, 
checking on the progress of all the 
trucks that are being built.”

Wallace drives the No. 54 Toy-
ota for Kyle Busch Motorsports, 
which has perks. He can learn 
from one of the best drivers across 
all three NASCAR series. But the 
drawback is that Busch usually 
dominates when he jumps down to 
the Truck Series. Busch won five 
times last season, has one win this 
year and 36 in his career.

“The most frustrating thing 
about last year is looking back at 
how many races we were faster 
than Kyle,” Wallace said. “Every 
race it seemed like we wrecked 

out, he would win. So there were 
a couple of races that we should 
have had on our win list. But that’s 
just part of the rookie blues and 
the rookie stripes. So I definitely 
know what I have to do now this 
year and use that as motivation to 
go out there and perform better. 
I’m using our motto. It’s just better 
every finish from last year.”

NASCAR has initiated several 
pushes toward boosting the num-
ber of minorities in the sport. 
There’s a Drive for Diversity pro-
gram that paid some dividends 
with Wallace and Kyle Larson 
after struggling to find racers for 
the top series. The program is 11 
years old and was designed to at-
tract minorities and women to the 
sport in all fields, from the track to 
the front office. He was also part 
of NASCAR’s “Next” class of up-
and-coming drivers.

“You get to do so many things 
that you didn’t think you’d be able 
to do,” Wallace said. “It’s just a lot 
of fun to be able to race with your 
peers and be along with them. And 
at such a young age group, you get 
to have a lot of fun.”

Live qualifying: Live, from Tal-
ladega, it’s NASCAR qualifying 
on network TV.

The May 3 NASCAR Sprint Cup 
knockout qualifying session from 
Talladega Superspeedway will 
be aired on Fox — believed to be 
the first time the session will be 
televised live on network TV other 
than the Daytona 500.

“This move is a direct result 
of the double-digit ratings gains 
NASCAR’s new knockout quali-
fying format is delivering every 
weekend,” said Bill Wanger, ex-
ecutive vice president of program-
ming, research & content strategy. 
“We are thrilled to be able to high-
light this new format on Fox, and 
what more exciting place to do that 
than Talladega Superspeedway.”

NASCAR made numerous 
changes for this season, includ-
ing a tweaked qualifying process 
in an effort to liven up what had 
become a monotonous part of race 
weekend.

Instead of going out one at a 
time, the entire field gets a 30-
minute session to post their fast-
est lap, with the top 12 moving on 
to a 10-minute second round. On 
bigger tracks, the qualifying will 
have three sessions, with the field 
cut to 24 then 12. 

Jadotte departs: Marcus 
Jadotte, who was vice president 
of public affairs and multicultural 
development, has left NASCAR.

 Jadotte led the development of 
the NASCAR Drive for Diversity 
(D4D) and NASCAR Pit Crew De-
velopment programs. These initia-
tives focus on developing the skills 
of promising female, Asian, Lati-
no and African-American drivers 
and crew members in NASCAR.

NASCAR’s Drive for Diver-
sity program will continue under 
Executive Vice President Steve 
O’Donnell.

STEVE HELBER/AP

Darrell Wallace Jr., right, winner of Saturday’s NASCAR Camping World Truck race, smiles as he listens 
to Wendell Scott Jr., left, during a news conference at Martinsville Speedway in Martinsville, Va.  Wallace 
Jr. was the first black driver to win a NASCAR race since the 1960s when he took the checkered flag in 
a Truck Series race at Martinsville. 

Wallace Jr. out to become 
Tiger Woods of NASCAR 
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have done that, should I?”
“Nope, shouldn’t have done that,” Love

playfully responded.
Love, who plans to play much of the tour

season after dealing with injuries the past
two years, has offered to help Watson and
assistant captains Raymond Floyd and 
Andy North with anything they need.

Watson surely will hear from Love as the 
two watch Spieth take
on Harbour Town.

“It’ll be fun,” Love
said. “If you noticed,
Jordan is ready to go.
He doesn’t need much 
help except to show
up on time.”

Watson would not
answer when asked
to speculate on how
much Tiger Woods
would have to play 
following his injury to
warrant a pick on the
team.

“Tiger I hope just
basically gets well and
starts playing well
again,” Watson said.
“If he gets well and is
playing well, I’ll pick
him.”

Watson loves expe-
rience. He remem-
bered in 1993 when 
golfers 11 through 17 
on the points list were 
struggling — “Play-
ing cruddy,” Watson
says — at the end and
he chose steady veter-
ans Floyd and Lanny
Wadkins, who proved
essential to the win-
ning effort.

Watson says his ex-
perience with Ryder Cup success matters 
much more than his age at these impromp-
tu job interviews.

“Age doesn’t have any relevance at all,”
he said. “I can relate to the players through 
the game, how the game is played, how
they’re playing. That’s what we’re going to
be talking about.”

Friday, April 18, 2014

GOLF

Captain Watson keeps eye on contenders
US Ryder Cup team leader playing RBC Heritage to watch potential picks in action

BY PETE IACOBELLI

The Associated Press

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. — Tom 
Watson wants to take a closer look at 
American prospects for the Ryder Cup, 
so the U.S. captain is playing in the RBC 
Heritage this week.

Watson won at Harbour Town Golf Links 
in 1979 and 1982 at the height of his run 
as one of the game’s best. But these days 
the 64-year-old Watson is walking through 
locker rooms and watching scoreboards as 
he seeks the type of gritty U.S. players nec-
essary to compete at Gleneagles Hotel in 
Scotland this September.

“I am doing what I am supposed to be 
doing as Ryder Cup captain and getting to 
know the players, getting to watch them,” 
Watson said Wednesday, a day before he 
teed it up alongside Masters runner-up 
Jordan Spieth and the 2012 Ryder Cup cap-
tain Davis Love III.

“There’s a lot of things that go into choos-
ing the three picks that I have at my dispos-
al,” he said. “And I’m going to try and get as 
much relevant information as possible.”

It appeared as if the United States would 
earn the cup under Love’s watch, carry-
ing a 10-6 lead into the final day’s singles 
matches. Instead, Europe won eight of the 
12 pairings and halved another at Medinah 
Country Club to claim the Ryder Cup for 
the fifth time in the past six meetings.

Enter Watson, part of three U.S. victo-
ries in 1977, 1981 and 1983. He also was 
captain in 1993 when the Americans de-
fended their title at The Belfry in the Unit-
ed States’ last victory on European soil.

He’s done a lot of organizing and now 
hopes to get up-close views of players 
who’ll qualify for the squad and candidates 
for his three captain’s picks.

Watson played nine holes at Augusta Na-
tional last week with Patrick Reed, current-
ly fifth in the Ryder Cup points standings. 
He’ll have at least 36 holes to watch Spieth, 
who rose to No. 4 on the American list with 
his runner-up finish to current points lead-
er Bubba Watson at the Masters.

Watson already likes the 20-year-old 
Spieth, feeling the two have similar styles 
in their approaches to the game.

“I have to laugh, sometimes he gets up 

there and he hits a bad shot, and [says], 
‘That’s real close,’ about 40 yards off the 
line,” Watson said. “That’s exactly what I 
would say.”

Watson plans to attend several more 
PGA Tour events this season, including 
the Memorial next month, the Greenbrier 
Classic in July and the last two majors, the 

British Open and the PGA Championship.
Love, the last U.S. captain, said now is 

the time players in the running realize the 
captain is watching and evaluating their 
play and style. Love remembers at the Mas-
ters that year contender Mark Wilson cut 
in front of him at a practice round, turned 
around and said, “I probably shouldn’t 

CHRIS CARLSON/AP

U.S. Ryder Cup captain Tom Watson is playing in the RBC Heritage this week in order 
to get an up-close look at players with potential to compete for the U.S. in September  
in Scotland. He was set to play with Masters runner-up Jordain Spieth on Thursday.

Spieth

‘ It’ll be 
fun. If you 
noticed, 
Jordan is 
ready to 
go. He 
doesn’t 
need 
much help 
except to 
show up 
on time. ’
Davis Love III
previous Ryder 

Cup captain
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less than an hour to transform decades of 
multi-layered graffiti into a freshly painted 
surface.

“I hope I’ll be able to see it finished and 
be built so young kids can come here and 
enjoy themselves, and grow up to be great 
people,” said Robert “Bob” Scott, a pitcher 
for the New York Black Yankees from 1946-
1950. Scott is now 82.

U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell, a Paterson native 
who pushed for landmark status for the sta-
dium and nearby Great Falls national park, 
has introduced legislation to incorporate 
the stadium into the footprint of the park, 
which would make the stadium eligible for 
more funding.

Friday, April 18, 2014

MLB

BY HOWIE RUMBERG

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Who’s on first?
For the New York Yankees, it’s
not a joke.

Since Mark Teixiera went on 
the disabled list April 5 with a
strained right hamstring, the
$200 million Bronx Bombers
have cobbled together a platoon
at first base.

Kelly Johnson made his 10th 
start at first this season for 
Wednesday’s doubleheader open-
er against the Chicago Cubs. In
the other two games after Teix-
eira’s injury, catcher Francisco
Cervelli started at first twice.

Coming into the season, neither
had started at first — although
Johnson had shifted there three
times during games.

And when Cervelli strained his 
right hamstring in the fourth in-
ning Sunday, Carlos Beltran took
over for Cervelli at first against
Boston. Beltran had made 1,970 
big league starts in the outfield 
and not a single appearance at
first base in a 17-year career.

Yankees manager Joe Girardi 
had little choice but to use the 
player signed during the offsea-
son to a $45 million, three-year
contract because New York also 
was without second baseman
Brian Roberts (sore back) and
shortstop Derek Jeter (tight right
quadriceps).

“I can put (Scott) Sizemore
there. I think can put (Yanger-
vis) Solarte there and, obviously,
I know can put Beltran there
— probably would be my second
choice though,” Girardi said with 
a laugh.

The Yankees brought up Size-
more from Triple-A Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre after Cervelli was
hurt. Coming off two injury-
wrecked seasons, Sizemore said 
he briefly worked out at first in 
Scranton but he doesn’t even own
a first baseman’s glove.

Solarte played first base once 
in 627 minor league games and
hasn’t played there — yet — in the
big leagues.

 The makeshift plans will have 
to do until Teixeira comes back.
He’s eligible to come off the DL
on Sunday .

Yankees 
needing 
first aid

Making a comeback

PHOTOS BY JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Volunteers paint over graffiti on the walls of Hinchliffe Stadium on Wednesday in Paterson, N.J. Hinchliffe Stadium was once home to 
the New York Black Yankees, the New York Cubans and other Negro League baseball teams. Eleven members of the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame played there, including Larry Doby. The crumbling Art Deco stadium was granted national historic landmark status in 
2013. Lawmakers are pushing to designate it as part of the nearby Great Falls National Historical Park

High school student La’Tia Conover 
paints over graffiti at Hinchliffe Stadium in 
Paterson, N.J. 

Historians, volunteers, former player working
to make Negro League stadium useable again

BY SAMANTHA HENRY

The Associated Press

PATERSON, N.J. 

The light touch of a paint roller is 
enough to dislodge a chunk of plas-
ter from the crumbling walls of 
Hinchliffe Stadium.

Though silent for decades, the former 
home of several Negro Leagues teams is 
getting another chance at bat as baseball’s 
first National Historic Landmark.

Historians, volunteers, activists and a for-
mer Negro Leagues player who has pushed 
for decades to save the stadium say the place 
is more than worthy of the designation, for-
mally recognized with a plaque and dedica-
tion ceremony Wednesday.

“These athletes were so passionate about 
the game of baseball that they were willing to 

endure whatever social adversity confronted 
them as they traveled the highways and by-
ways of this country — just to play baseball,” 
said Bob Kendrick, president of the Kansas 
City, Mo.-based Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum, who attended the dedication. “That 
passion would not only change our sport, but 
it would change our country for the better.”

Other sporting cathedrals such as Fen-
way Park and Wrigley Field have national 
profiles, but haven’t advanced to landmark 
status, D. Brent Leggs of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation said. Boston’s Fen-
way is on the National Register of Historic 
Places, as was Hinchliffe until last year 
when designated a landmark. Chicago’s 
Wrigley Field is eligible for landmark status 
but has yet to go through the process.

Hinchliffe opened in 1932. And besides 
home to the New York Black Yankees, the 
New York Cubans and other teams, it was 
a Depression Era haven for working-class 
kids. Eleven members of the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame played at Hinchliffe, 
including Larry Doby, who went to high 
school in Paterson and whose son attended 
Wednesday’s ceremony.

Doby integrated the American League in 
July 1947, just months after Jackie Robin-
son broke the National League’s color bar-
rier — actions being celebrated this week by 
Major League Baseball.

The Friends of Hinchcliffe Stadium hopes 
to restore the stadium for use by new gen-
erations in the working-class neighborhood 
where it stands. So far, the group has raised 
$1.2 million to stabilize the structure, but 
knows millions more will be needed to fully 
restore it.

School groups and other volunteers 
Wednesday helped paint the walls of the sta-
dium and remove thickets of weeds, taking 

Robert “Bob” Scott, who once pitched for 
the New York Black Yankees of the Negro 
League baseball league, stands outside 
of Hinchliffe Stadium on Wednesday in 
Paterson, N.J. Scott, 82, said he hopes to 
see the stadium restoration completed and 
kids playing in it.

KATHY WILLENS/AP

A Yankees trainer, left, talks to 
Francisco Cervelli after he was 
injured on Sunday. Cervelli, 
who was filling in for the injured 
Mark Teixiera at first base, was 
replaced by Carlos Beltran.
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 BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Finally, the NBA 
playoffs are set.

It took the entire season to fill 
out those brackets.

Overtime thrillers in Mem-
phis and Charlotte, a go-ahead 
dunk in Oklahoma City to win a 
game and cap another scoring 
title for Kevin Durant, plus some 
good old-fashioned disinterest by 
Brooklyn ... all that, and more, on 
the final night of the season was 
needed before the eight confer-
ence-quarterfinal matchups in 
this season’s NBA playoffs could 
be decided.

In the Western Conference, 
San Antonio — the league’s best 
team this season, and a club 
that had the NBA title slip from 
its fingers a year ago — opens 
with Dallas. Oklahoma City gets 
Memphis, the Los Angeles Clip-
pers face Golden State and Hous-
ton squares off with Portland. In 
the East, it’s Indiana against At-
lanta, Miami against Charlotte, 
Toronto facing Brooklyn and 
Chicago meeting Washington.

And for the third straight year, 
it’s the same question entering 
the playoffs: Can anyone beat the 
Heat?

By late June, we’ll have an 
answer.

“Now it’s time,” Houston’s 
Chandler Parsons said, “for the 
real fun.”

If what’s occurred in the 
season’s first 170 nights wasn’t 
the real fun, then these playoffs 
could be epic.

More points were scored in the 
NBA than ever before this year, 
more three-pointers were both 
shot and made in league history, 
the Spurs won 62 games — in-
cluding 19 straight — and Du-
rant scored at least 25 points in 
41 consecutive games, a stretch 
of offensive brilliance that 
spanned exactly half of the sea-
son. Durant wound up winning 
his fourth scoring crown, mak-
ing him the overwhelming favor-
ite to deny LeBron James a third 
straight MVP award.

James has taken the high 
road, lauding Durant’s season 
and saying he would be a worthy 
MVP.

Really, though, it’s obvious 
that the trophy James is most 
concerned with is the one that’ll 
be handed out at season’s end. 
The Heat won the last two cham-
pionships of David Stern’s era as 
commissioner, and would enjoy 
nothing more than being the first 
team to accept the Larry O’Brien 
Trophy from new Commissioner 
Adam Silver.

“What’s coming over the next 
couple months, we know that’s 
how we’ll be judged,” Heat for-
ward Shane Battier said.

The 16 teams heading to the 
playoffs were known before 
Wednesday, but it wasn’t until 
the final night before nine of the 
seeds were secured and six of 
the eight first-round matchups 
were finalized.

Memphis held off Dallas 106-
105 in overtime, giving the Griz-
zlies the No. 7 seed and a shot at 
the Thunder. Monta Ellis’ missed 
20-foot jumper at the buzzer for 
the Mavericks meant they would 
be heading to San Antonio to 
open up the playoffs this week-
end — and Dallas has lost nine 

straight times to the Spurs.
“Eventually,” Dallas star Dirk 

Nowitzki said, “we will win 
one.”

Losing nine straight to one op-
ponent, that’s not good.

Losing 15 straight, even worse. 
That’s what Charlotte has to 
overcome against the Heat — 
who are 15-0 against the Bobcats 
since James and Chris Bosh ar-
rived to team with Dwyane Wade 
in Miami.

Charlotte went 7-59 two sea-
sons ago. It went 43-39 this sea-
son, clearly having undergone a 
brilliant turnaround.

Alas, 43 wins wouldn’t have 
come close to being enough out 
West.

Phoenix’s title hopes were 
doomed by perhaps geography 
more than anything else. The 
Suns won 48 games and are 
done. Toronto won 48 games and 
earned both a No. 3 seed in the 
East and a division title.

“Very disappointing,” Suns 
guard Archie Goodwin said.

The East was a mess entering 
the season’s final night with five 

seeds still up for grabs. Chicago
lost to Charlotte in overtime, 
meaning Toronto finished third 
and the Bulls got No. 4. But the
last three seeds needed a bit lon-
ger to be settled, and even though
the Bobcats won, they couldn’t 
pass a Washington team that
wound up overtaking the Nets
for fifth place before the night
was over.

Nets coach Jason Kidd rested
all five of his starters, plus some
backups, even though his club
could have finished No. 5.

“I like right where we are,”
Kidd said.

Kidd probably had a good idea 
going into Wednesday night that
Washington would beat Boston,
so it’s clear that he didn’t mind 
dropping down a spot in the East 
bracket. Brooklyn would likely 
face Miami — a team it swept 
— in the second round now. Had 
Brooklyn been the fifth seed and
won an opening series, it would
have likely faced Indiana, which
topped the Nets in all four of 
their meetings. 

Playoffs
FIRST ROUND

(Best-of-seven)
(x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Indiana vs. Atlanta

Saturday: at Indiana
Tuesday: at Indiana
Thursday, April 24: at Atlanta
Saturday, April 26: at Atlanta
x-Monday, April 28: at Indiana
x-Thursday, May 1: at Atlanta
x-Saturday, May 3: at Indiana

Miami vs. Charlotte
Sunday: at Miami
Wednesday, April 23: at Miami
Saturday, April 26: at Charlotte
Monday, April 28: at Charlotte
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Miami
x-Friday, May 2: at Charlotte
x-Sunday, May 4: at Miami

Toronto vs. Brooklyn
Saturday: at Toronto
Tuesday: at Toronto
Friday, April 25: at Brooklyn
Sunday, April 27: at Brooklyn
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Toronto
x-Friday, May 2: at Brooklyn
x-Sunday, May 4: at Toronto

Chicago vs. Washington
Sunday: at Chicago
Tuesday: at Chicago
Friday, April 25: at Washington
Sunday, April 27: at Washington
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Chicago
x-Thursday, May 1: at Washington
x-Saturday, May 3: at Chicago

WESTERN CONFERENCE
San Antonio vs. Dallas

Sunday: at San Antonio
Wednesday, April 23: at San Antonio
Saturday, April 26: at Dallas
Monday, April 28: at Dallas
x-Wednesday, April 30: at San Anto-

nio
x-Friday, May 2: at Dallas
x-Sunday, May 4: at San Antonio

Oklahoma City vs. Memphis
Saturday: at Oklahoma City
Monday: at Oklahoma City
Thursday, April 24: at Memphis
Saturday, April 26: at Memphis
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Oklahoma City
x-Thursday, May 1: at Memphis
x-Saturday, May 3: at Oklahoma City

L.A. Clippers vs. Golden State
Saturday: at L.A. Clippers
Monday: at L.A. Clippers
Thursday, April 24: at Golden State
Sunday, April 27: at Golden State
x-Tuesday, April 29: at L.A. Clippers
x-Thursday, May 1: at Golden State
x-Saturday, May 3: at L.A. Clippers

Houston vs. Portland
Sunday: at Houston
Wednesday, April 23: at Houston
Friday, April 25: at Portland
Sunday, April 27: at Portland
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Houston
x-Friday, May 2: at Portland
x-Sunday, May 4: at Houston

Leaders
Scoring

 G FG FT PTS AVG
Durant, OKC 81 849 703 2593 32.0
Anthony, NYK 77 743 459 2112 27.4
James, MIA 77 767 439 2089 27.1
Love, MIN 77 650 520 2010 26.1
Harden, HOU 73 549 576 1851 25.4
Griffin, LAC 80 718 482 1930 24.1
Curry, GOL 78 652 308 1873 24.0
Aldridge, POR 69 652 296 1603 23.2
Cousins, SAC 71 591 432 1614 22.7
DeRozan, TOR 79 604 519 1791 22.7
Jefferson, CHA 73 700 191 1594 21.8
George, IND 80 577 401 1737 21.7
Nowitzki, DAL 80 633 338 1735 21.7
Irving, CLE 71 532 291 1478 20.8
Davis, NOR 67 522 348 1394 20.8
Lillard, POR 82 553 371 1695 20.7
Thomas, SAC 72 496 346 1465 20.3
Dragic, PHX 76 552 316 1542 20.3
Gay, SAC 73 537 318 1457 20.0
Wall, WAS 82 579 317 1583 19.3

 Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Jordan, LAC 82 331 783 1114 13.6
Drummond, DET 81 440 631 1071 13.2
Love, MIN 77 224 739 963 12.5
Howard, HOU 71 231 635 866 12.2
Cousins, SAC 71 218 613 831 11.7
Noah, CHI 80 282 618 900 11.3
Aldridge, POR 69 166 600 766 11.1
Jefferson, CHA 73 156 636 792 10.8
Randolph, MEM 79 265 530 795 10.1
Davis, NOR 67 207 466 673 10.0

Assists
 G AST AVG
Paul, LAC 62 663 10.7
Wall, WAS 82 721 8.8
Lawson, DEN 62 543 8.8
Rubio, MIN 82 703 8.6
Curry, GOL 78 666 8.5 

Scoreboard

Durant captures 
4th scoring title

Brackets set as season wraps up
Playoff picture

ERIC GAY/AP

The Spurs’ Cory Joseph, top, tumbles over the Lakers’ Robert Sacre as they chase a loose ball during 
Wednesday’s game in San Antonio. While Los Angeles won 113-100, the Spurs nonetheless finished 
with an NBA-best 62 wins, earning the top seed in the West and the home-court advantage.

NBA
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BOSTON MARATHON

BY PAT GRAHAM
AND ALEX SANZ

The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. 

Just one tiny misstep at mile 15 of the Boston 
Marathon last spring ruined any chance of 
amputee runner Jeff Glasbrenner break-
ing four hours.

He stumbled over a pothole, opening a cut 
where his running blade attached 
below his right knee. Glasbrenner 
cursed his luck as he stopped every 
mile to clean the wound.

That bump in the road just may 
have kept the 41-year-old from being 
in the midst of the chaos. He was 
three blocks from the finish when 
the marathon was halted by the two 
bomb explosions.

“A pothole,” Glasbrenner said, “just 
may have saved me.”

This year, he’s one of 4,781 runners 
taking the iconic race up on its offer to return 
— an opportunity to settle some unfinished busi-
ness when they line up at the start again.

For many, it’s a chance to finally make good 

on their months of training — dozens of work-
outs and hundreds of miles logged — and achieve 
that finish line. For Glasbrenner, his journey 
back to Boston became much more than simply 
finishing.

He’s bringing some company, as he trained 
right-leg amputees Andre Slay and Chris Madi-
son, both of whom had never even imagined run-
ning a marathon before.

“This is going to be a day filled with lots of 
joy and tears,” said Glasbrenner, a 
motivational speaker and three-time 
Paralympian in wheelchair basket-
ball. “But we’re going to get to that 
finish line together.”

Glasbrenner has always been a 
“bucket list” sort of athlete — finish 
one adventure and move on to the 
next. He has completed 13 marathons 
and 22 Ironman triathlons.

So Glasbrenner just had to go back 
to Boston, to conclude this quest. For 
himself and for those injured when 

the twin pressure cooker bombs exploded, kill-
ing three and injuring 260.  At least 16 people lost 
a limb or limbs. 
SEE UNFINISHED ON PAGE 59

DANNY JOHNSTON/AP

Amputee marathon runners Chris Madison, left, Jeff Glasbrenner, center, and Andre Slay train last month on the approach to a footbridge in Little Rock, Ark. Last year, 
Glasbrenner was three blocks from completing the Boston Marathon when the race was halted by two exploding bombs. On Monday, he’ll be one of 4,781 runners from last 
year who are returning, and he is bringing necomers Madison and Slay with him.

Unfinished 
business
One year later, amputee 
gets chance to complete 

race halted by bombs

‘ I’m not 
going to let a 
couple of bad 
guys steal my 
fi nish line. ’
Jeff Glassbrunner

Paralympian
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He could understand the dev-
astation, having lost part of his 
leg in a farming accident when he 
was 8 years old.

“I had a hard time watching the 
news for a few days after Boston,” 
said Glasbrenner, who was at 25.9 
miles — according to his GPS 
tracker — when police stopped 
runners. “I’m not going to let a 
couple of bad guys steal my fin-
ish line.”

He talked Slay and Madison 
into joining him at the starting 
line. It wasn’t easy: Neither had 
even run as much as a 5-kilome-
ter race. And first, they had to 
run a qualifying event (to get into 
the field for Boston, a mobility-
impaired participant has to fin-
ish a marathon in less than eight 
hours).

The trio began training togeth-
er late last June on paths around 
Little Rock. At least once a week, 
they met for a run. On those other 
days, Glasbrenner gave them a 
training schedule to follow. He 
was always a phone call or text 
away for questions, too.

Slay, 32, 
and Madi-
son, 39, had 
plenty: How 
many socks to 
wear on their 
stump? How 
often to stop 
and clean the 
sweat from 
their pros-
thetic leg?

And the 
biggest one: 
Could they 
really run a 
marathon?

“Sure, I had 
doubt,” Slay 

said, laughing.
Slay worked at an airline ticket 

counter when he met Glasbrenner, 
who frequently travels to give 
lectures and check items off his 
sports bucket list. Slay was 24 
and finishing flight school when 
he lost part of his right leg in a 
motorcycle accident.

First, Glasbrenner attempted 
to steer Slay toward wheelchair 
basketball.

No interest.
How about a marathon then?
“Jeff’s like, ‘I didn’t finish Bos-

ton. Come back with me,’ ” Slay 
recounted. “I was thinking, ‘Well, 
I guess I can hand you water.’ ”

“He’s like, ‘No, run with me.’ ”
The offer came at a good time. 

Slay was around 240 pounds and 
suffering from high blood pres-
sure, which put his commercial 
pilot’s license at risk. This could 
improve his health.

One slight obstacle: Slay didn’t 
have a running blade, which costs 
around $25,000 and isn’t covered 
by insurance.

No trouble. Glasbrenner had an 
extra one he could use.

So that’s how Slay found him-
self at a marathon in Colorado 
Springs last September, on a bor-
rowed running blade, with only 10 
miles of training under his belt, 
trying to qualify for Boston.
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BOSTON MARATHON

Unfinished: Amputee was just three blocks from end

He didn’t stop that day until 
mile eight, when he felt a blister 
where the blade attached. One 
blister soon turned into many 
more with each step he took.

“My leg looked like bubble 
wrap,” said Slay, who finished in 
seven hours. “It was the most ex-

cruciating run of my life.”
Those blisters eventually 

popped and became infected. For 
six weeks, he couldn’t work, let 
alone run.

As he recuperated, he received 
a letter that bolstered his spirits 
— his acceptance into the Bos-

ton Marathon. Then, a prosthetic 
company donated a custom-made 
running blade.

“That starting line is going to 
be so emotional,” Slay said.

Madison feels the same way. 
At the urging of a friend, he met 
Glasbrenner for lunch last spring. 

Madison simply wanted to get
some training tips to complete a
triathlon.

How about a marathon,
Glasbrenner suggested.

“Thought it was a cool idea 
and fit in with my wanting to do
something,” said Madison, who
lost part of his leg when a boat 
ran into him while he was riding
a jet-ski when he was 10. “I didn’t
realize the magnitude of what I
was getting into.”

Madison attempted to qualify
for Boston by running a mara-
thon in Tupelo, Miss., in early
September. On a steamy day, with 
his prosthetic leg just not fitting 
right, Madison reached mile 25 in 
5 hours, 45 minutes. Told the cut-
off time was six hours, he decided
to call it an afternoon.

Turns out, there was no cutoff 
time.

“Jeff was so mad. He’s like,
‘I told you to finish, ’” chuckled
Madison, a former police officer
who’s now an attorney.

A month later, Madison ran a
marathon in St. Louis and crossed 
the line in 5:43 to earn his spot at 
the start line for Boston.

“What I learned is I’m the only
one who can prevent me from 
achieving things,” Madison said.
“I’ve achieved the goal of getting
to Boston. The next goal is cross-
ing the finish line.”

With Glasbrenner leading the
way, of course, eager to finish
what he started.
AP Sports Writer Pat Graham reported 
from Denver.

PHOTOS BY DANNY JOHNSTON/AP

Amputee marathon runners Andre Slay, right, Chris Madison, back, and Jeff Glasbrenner train in Little Rock, Ark., last month. Glasbrenner 
recruited Slay and Madison to run the Boston Marathon with him next week. Slay had to borrow Glasbrenner’s spare running blade to begin 
training because insurance doesn’t cover the cost of around $25,000.

Jeff Glasbrenner, left, Chris Madison, center, and Andre Slay go through an exercise where they remove 
their running legs and adjust fittings. The runners must stop periodically in a race, losing as little time as 
possible, to make adjustments to help prevent blisters from forming on their stumps.

‘ What I 
learned 
is I’m the 
only one 
who can 
prevent 
me from 
achieving 
things. ’
Chris Madison
Amputee runner
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HIGH SCHOOLS: DODDS-EUROPE

Follow the action
Gregory Broome has
the latest on Twitter 

@broomestripes
Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/europe

Follow your favorite team:
stripes.com/sports/europe/schools24/7 sports at stripes.com

Game of the week

Baseball: Kaiserslautern at Alconbury, Saturday

Three more key matchups

Girls soccer 
Ansbach at Baumholder

Friday
Hohenfels at Baumholder

Saturday

Softball 
Kaiserslautern
at Alconbury

Friday

Boys soccer 
Hohenfels at Bitburg

Friday
Both owning a losing overall record 

due to a rigorous pre-break schedule 
against larger competition, the Division 
II Tigers and Barons take the field Fri-
day in search of a fresh start. 

Bitburg has had it the worst, opening 
its season with losses to local Division 
I powers Ramstein and Wiesbaden. 
But the Barons had their moments in 
those games. They lost to Ramstein 
by a respectable 4-2 score, and trailed 
Wiesbaden 2-0 at halftime before the 
Warriors pulled away for a 5-0 win. 

Bitburg replaced moral victories 
with a scoreboard victory on April 3, 
its last game before spring break and 
first against a divisional opponent. The 
Barons trounced Baumholder 11-1. 

Hohenfels’ 1-2 season has followed a 
similar trajectory. The Tigers took loss-
es to Division II contender Black Forest 
Academy and Division I foe Vilseck in 
March, losing the latter game 3-2 on 
a heartbreaking late goal. It joined Bit-
burg in the win column on April 3 with 
a 5-1 rout of Schweinfurt. 

A tough schedule awaits both teams 
after this weekend. Bitburg moves on 
to BFA and Kaiserslautern, while Ho-
henfels has a date with Patch. Friday’s 
winner will enter that stretch run with 
some needed confidence.

Alconbury, last year’s Division III Eu-
ropean champion since promoted to 
the Division II ranks, made some early 
noise on its new level with a pair of 
impressive wins over established Divi-
sion II power AFNORTH on March 29. 
This weekend brings the opportunity to 
make an even bigger statement. 

Division I contender Kaiserslautern 
will make the trip to the island on Friday 
in hopes of knocking the Dragons from 
the ranks of the unbeaten. The two, 
along with fellow Western Region rivals 
Lakenheath, Ramstein and SHAPE, 
come out of spring break with un-
beaten records, some of which will fall 
over the next two weeks as the teams 
begin to play each other. The Raiders 
will visit fellow Division I school Laken-
heath to complete their U.K. swing on 
Saturday. 

But the Raiders, though stocked 
with hard hitters like Megann Schultz, 
Nina Knight and Tori Liggins, would 
be remiss to overlook Alconbury. The 
Dragons lost a lot of key players from 
last year’s team, but returnee Emily 
Luong headlines a young and hungry 
team that has already proven itself a 
contender.

In just six halves of soccer, the 
Baumholder girls have gone through 
nearly everything there is to experience 
on a soccer field.  

First there was the familiar feeling of 
playing out of one’s league, as the small 
Division II school fell behind 4-0 to Di-
vision I power Kaiserslautern. 

Next was the elation of fighting out 
of a seemingly insurmountable deficit. 
The Bucs rallied against that deficit, 
pulled even and forced the Raiders into 
a 4-4 tie. 

That euphoria gave way to a let-
down. Black Forest Academy efficiently 
shut down the Bucs a week later, hand-
ing the upstart team a discouraging 2-0 
loss. 

But even that valley led to a peak. On 
April 3, the Bucs earned their first win 
of the season in shutout style, beating 
Bitburg 7-0. 

With just four games left in their 
regular season, this weekend’s games 
could provide a better idea of just how 
good the Bucs are. Wins over the Cou-
gars and Tigers would ensure a .500 
season, with Division I Ramstein and 
Wiesbaden lurking on the  schedule.

The Raiders have already earned two victories and plated 
38 runs this spring. But one could argue this set of games 
marks the true beginning of its season. 

With its eyes on a run at the Division I European cham-
pion, Kaiserslautern on Saturday will encounter one of the 
teams standing in its way. The host Lancers are also 2-0 
— though their March wins over Division II AFNORTH came 
harder than the Raiders’ routs of Division II Baumholder 

— and are looking to build on last year’s strong third-place 
tournament showing. 

If either squad hopes to disrupt the annual Ramstein-
Patch party in the season’s final game, a Saturday sweep 
would be a good start. Kaiserslautern packs a potent lineup 
featuring Lukas Amrhein, Elijah Martin and Kilian Knight; the 
Lancers are led by returning varsity players Ben Ciero and 
Matt Brinker.

BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

With its teams playing scat-
tershot schedules against mostly 
non-divisional opponents, it’s 
been difficult to get a handle on 
DODDS-Europe Division I soc-
cer this spring. That begins to 
change this weekend. 

Five of the division’s six 
schools will be in action against 
each other Friday and Saturday, 
playing a set of eight combined 
boys and girls games that should 
amount to a revealing preview of 
next month’s Division I tourna-
ment. Patch visits Ramstein and 
Vilseck visits Wiesbaden on Fri-
day; Wiesbaden heads to Patch 
and Kaiserslautern hosts Vilseck 
on Saturday. 

The main event of the week-
end’s impressive slate takes place 
Friday at Ramstein: a rematch 
between the defending European 
girls champion Patch Panthers, 
and the team they beat for that 
title, the homestanding Royals. 

The two programs have played 
tug-of-war with the European 
crown for a half-decade. Patch 
yanked it back last year with a 1-0 
title-game triumph, avenging the 
1-0 Ramstein win that gave the 
Royals the 2012 championship. 
Ramstein’s 2012 win broke a two-
year streak of Patch titles, the lat-
ter of which came at the Royals’ 
expense. Including Ramstein’s 
2009 win over Patch, the Pan-
thers and Royals have played 
each other in four of the last five 
European championship games, 
with each team winning two of 
those games. 

Regardless of what happens 
Friday, the teams are good bets to 
renew that rivalry in this year’s 
tournament finale. Both teams 
bring 2-0 records into the game, 
and neither has allowed a single 
goal. 

Wiesbaden might have some-
thing to say about that, however. 
The Warriors have been equally 
impressive in building their own 
early 2-0 record. 

The boys side of the sched-
ule holds no such established 
power structure. With defending 
champion International School 
of Brussels rebuilding and 2013 
runner-up Heidelberg shut down, 
the path is clear for a new cham-
pion. And there is no shortage of 
applicants. 

Ramstein made a major state-
ment April 3 against Kaiserslaut-
ern in the season’s first matchup 
between two Division I teams. 
The Royals scored in the opening 
seconds, added points just before 
and just after halftime and tacked 
on an insurance goal late in a 
wire-to-wire 4-0 drubbing.   

Patch has only had one varsity 
game so far, but piled up several 
games’ worth of offense in a 12-0 
rout of Ansbach on March 22. 

Wiesbaden survived a season-
opening scare to edge Black For-
est Academy 1-0, and followed
it up with a less anxious 5-0 win
over Bitburg to preserve a sea-
son-long shutout. Vilseck’s inex-
perienced team, meanwhile, puts
a 2-0 start on the line in the first 
Division I varsity action many of 
the new-look team’s players will 
have experienced. 

All told, this weekend features
the most intra-Division I compe-
tition during the regular season.
Each of the remaining three ac-
tive weekends before the tourna-
ment’s May 19 start pack just one 
Division I doubleheader apiece. 
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

Schedule

Soccer
Friday

Patch at Ramstein
Ansbach at Baumholder
Vilseck at Wiesbaden
Hohenfels at Bitburg

Saturday
Lakenheath at Menwith Hill
Wiesbaden at Patch
Ansbach at Bitburg
Vilseck at Kaiserslautern
Hohenfels at Baumholder
Naples at Aviano

Baseball/softball
Friday

Kaiserslautern at Alconbury
Baumholder at Hohenfels

Saturday
Kaiserslautern at Lakenheath
Baumholder at Ansbach
Vilseck at Patch
Wiesbaden at Bitburg

Track and field
Saturday

Lakenheath, Alconbury, AF-
NORTH, SHAPE at Brussels

Ramstein, Bitburg, Baumholder, 
Kaiserslautern at Wiesbaden

Hohenfels, Bamberg, Schwein-
furt, Ansbach, Patch at VIlseck

Aviano, Naples, Sigonella, AOSR, 
Marymount at Vicenza

Division I soccer
teams square off
Matchups may preview tournament

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Patch’s Mallory Flynn, right, stops Ramstein’s Shannon Guffey from centering the ball during last 
season’s Division I final at the DODDS-Europe soccer championships in Kaiserslautern, Germany, won 
by Patch, 1-0. The two teams face each other Friday afternoon in Ramstein, Germany.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 61

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

Call E.J. King’s spring sports teams the “Road 
Warriors.”

That’s because the next two weekends will see the 
Cobras’ baseball, softball and soccer teams log some 
serious air miles, for visits to Daegu in Korea and 
DODDS-Japan tournaments in the Kanto Plain.

DODDS-Japan baseball began Thursday at Camp 
Zama, while softball is begin played at Yokota. Each 
continues through Saturday, with a forecast of rain 
for Friday morning.

Meanwhile, at Kelly Field in Daegu’s Camp Walk-
er, Cobras soccer will take to the pitch against Dae-
gu’s Warriors, Osan and Seoul American on Friday 
and Saturday. The teams will flip-flop next week, 
soccer to the Kanto Plain (Yokota and Zama) and 
softball and baseball to Daegu.

King is the lone DODDS-Japan school to ferry 
teams to Korea in the regular season, something 
done to save money in DODDS’ cost-conscious men-
tality, athletics director Charles Strobino said.

“It’s cheaper to send teams to Korea,” Strobino 
said, adding that since DODDS no longer flies teams 
to Sasebo to play the Cobras in most all sports, “we’re 
the ones on the road more often.”

King is scheduled to host two soccer competitions 
this season. One was last month against Zama; the 
next is on May 10 against Matthew C. Perry .

The travel is not so hard “so much as it is hard 
to leave my class with a substitute” during such 
trips, Strobino said, but students and teachers out of 
class is the “nature of DODDS sports,” especially in 
Japan, where DODDS schools are spread over more 
than 1,500 miles.

 At the northern end of Japan’s main Honshu is-
land, the snow has melted and Robert D. Edgren will 
host the first of its only two athletics competitions 
this season, with Yokota’s and Nile C. Kinnick’s soc-
cer teams as the Eagles’ guests. Zama soccer visits 
Perry this weekend.

Seoul American and Humphreys take to the pitch 
on Friday with one eye on the air-quality monitors; 
Wednesday’s entire soccer slate was postponed due 
to air-quality issues. This is the last weekend of Ko-
rea’s regular season; postseason tournaments are 
next weekend.

Okinawa soccer teams see action Saturday: Kade-
na’s boys playing two matches in Naha, Kubasaki
traveling to Okinawa Christian International and 
Kadena’s girls hosting Yomei.

Three track and field meets are on tap Saturday:
Okinawa’s schools at Chatan Stadium near American
Village, Japan’s at Oi Pier Ground near Tokyo Inter-
national Airport and Korea’s at Camp Humphreys.

On the diamonds, Seoul American and Daegu’s
baseball and softball team will visit Osan on Satur-
day for a round-robin series.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com
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Game of the week

Soccer: EJ King, Osan, and Seoul American at Daegu

Three more key matchups

Track & Field 
Okinawa

at Chatan Stadium 
(American Village)

Soccer 
Zama vs. 

Matthew C. Perry
at Misawa Air Base

Baseball/Softball 
Friday-Saturday
at Zama/Yokota

DODDS Japan baseball and soft-
ball tournaments, Friday and Saturday, 
baseball at Camp Zama’s Rambler 
Field and softball at Yokota High’s 
Headley Field. Six teams each take the 
field for the second and third days of a 
three-day competition; Nile C. Kinnick 
is defending each title.

Zama at Matthew C. Perry, 4:30
p.m. Friday and 10:45 a.m. Saturday. 
Second of two regular-season meetings
that some observers have called a pre-
view of the Far East Division II Tourna-
ment championship match next month
at Misawa Air Base, Japan.

Okinawa’s fourth of six meets, 9 a.m. 
Saturday and, for the first time this sea-
son, held off-base at Chatan Stadium, 
near American Village. It will be the first 
to feature fully automated timing.

Schedule

When: 1:30, 3, 4:30 and 6 p.m. Friday and 9 and 10:30 
a.m. and noon and 1:30 p.m. Saturday.

Where: Carroll Field at Camp Carroll on Friday and Kelly 
Field on Camp Walker on Saturday.

What: Only regular-season inter-district competition be-
tween DODDS-Korea and DODDS-Japan soccer teams on 
the schedule. As a cost-cutting measure, DODDS flies E.J. 
King to Daegu, at far less expense than it would have to pay 
for flights to the Tokyo area or Misawa, where other DODDS-
Japan teams are based. It’s also a chance to finally pick up 

some wins for six of the eight teams, Osan’s boys (0-10) and 
girls (4-5-1), Daegu’s boys (1-8) and girls (0-6-2) and E.J. 
King’s boys (1-5) and girls (1-8). Seoul American’s boys enter
the series 8-1 and the girls 4-3-2.

Players to watch: Osan’s girls are fueled by their “Guam 
Connection” of Andrea Carandang (eight goals) and Evie Gar-
rido (five). Daegu’s boys’ biggest luminary has been Henry
Faivre (five goals), while E.J. King’s boys have gotten good
production from Steven Ball and Thomas McGrath (six goals 
each).

Japan
Boys soccer

Friday, April 18-
Saturday, April 19

Kinnick and Yokota at Edgren, 
King at Daegu, Zama at Perry

Girls soccer

Friday, April 18-
Saturday, April 19

Kinnick and Yokota at Edgren, 
King at Daegu, Zama at Perry

Saturday, April 19
Sacred Heart at St. Maur

Tuesday, April 22
Yokota at Kinnick, ASIJ at YIS

Thursday, April 24
Seisen at ASIJ

Baseball

Friday, April 18-
Saturday, April 19

DODDS-Japan tournament at 
Zama

Saturday, April 19
IS Brussels at St. Mary’s

Tuesday, April 22
Yokota at Zama

Wednesday, April 23
Yokota at Kinnick

Thursday, April 24
ASIJ at Zama

Softball

Friday, April 18-
Saturday, April 19

DODDS-Japan tournament at 
Yokota

Track and field

Saturday, April 19
Kanto International schools and 

DODDS at Oi Futo Pier Ground, 
Tokyo

South Korea
Soccer

Friday, April 18
Osan and King at Daegu, Seoul 

American at Humphreys
Saturday, April 19

SA and King at Daegu
Monday, April 21

TCI at Osan
Wednesday, April 23

YI-Seoul at TCI, SF at SA
End of regular season

Baseball

Saturday, April 19
SA and Daegu at Osan

Wednesday, April 23
Humphreys at SA

Softball

Saturday, April 19
SA and Daegu at Osan

Wednesday, April 23
Humphreys at SA

Track and field

Saturday, April 19
DODDS-Korea and international 

schools at Humphreys

Okinawa

Boys soccer

Saturday, April 19
Kadena vs. Oroku and Tomigu-

suku Minami at Naha
Kubasaki at Okinawa Christian

Wednesday, April 23
Kadena at OCI

Girls soccer

Saturday, April 19
Yomei at Kadena

Wednesday, April 23
OCI at Kadena

Thursday, April 24
Kubasaki at OCI

Saturday, April 26
Shuri Higashi at Kadena

Track and field

Saturday, April 19
Zion Christian, OCI Kadena and 

Kubasaki at Chatan Stadium, 9 
a.m.

Thursday, April 24
Zion Christian, OCI and Kadena 

at Kubasaki, 3:30 a.m.

Golf

Thursday, April 17
Kadena vs. Kubasaki at Taiyo 

Golf Course, Gushikawa, 3 p.m.
End of regular season

Postseason
Okinawa Athletics and Activities 

Council district golf finals
Wednesday, April 23

Kubasaki vs. Kadena at Banyan 
Tree

Softball

Thursday, April 24
Kadena at Kubasaki

Guam

Boys volleyball

(matches begin at 5:30 p.m. 
except where noted)

Saturday, April 19
JFK at George Washington, St. 

Paul at St. John’s, Southern at 
Simon Sanchez

Monday, April 21
Notre Dame at Harvest Christian

Tuesday, April 22
Harvest Christian at JFK, GW vs. 
St. Paul, St. John’s at Simon San-

chez, Southern at Guam
Wednesday, April 23

Okkodo at ND

Girls soccer

Saturday, April 19
Southern vs. St. Thomas, ND at 

JFK, OLG at Okkodo, Simon San-
chez at St. Paul, HCA at GW

Wednesday, April 23
JFK vs. Our Lady of Guam at 

Wettengel, St. Paul at Okkodo
Thursday, April 24

Southern vs. Simon Sanchez at 
Okkodo, St. Thomas at Harvest 
Christian, Guam vs. Notre Dame at 
Leo Palace 2

Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/pacific

Follow your favorite team:
stripes.com/sports/pacific/schools24/7 sports at stripes.com

Pacifi c sportsblog

Check in for
frequent updates 
stripes.com/pacblog

Dave
Ornauer

EJ King taking act on road

JACQUES BOISSINOT, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Army vet tops Bisping
Tim Kennedy of the United States celebrates 
his victory over Michael Bisping, of England, 
Wednesday at UFC Fight Night in Quebec 
City, Quebec. 
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Scoreboard

First round
(Best-of-seven)
(x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Detroit vs. Boston

Friday: at Boston
Sunday: at Boston
Tuesday: at Detroit
Thursday, April 24: at Detroit
x-Saturday, April 26: at Boston
x-Monday, April 28: at Detroit
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Boston

Montreal 1, Tampa Bay 0
Wednesday: Montreal 5, Tampa Bay 

4, OT
Friday: at Tampa Bay
Sunday: at Montreal
Tuesday: at Montreal
x-Thursday, April 24: at Tampa Bay
x-Sunday, April 27: at Montreal
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Tampa Bay

Pittsburgh 1, Columbus 0
Wednesday: Pittsburgh 4, Columbus 3
Saturday: at Pittsburgh
Monday1: at Columbus
Wednesday, April 23: at Columbus
x-Saturday, April 26: at Pittsburgh
x-Monday, April 28: at Columbus
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Pittsburgh

Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers
Thursday: at N.Y. Rangers
Sunday: at N.Y. Rangers
Tuesday: at Philadelphia
Friday, April 25: at Philadelphia
x-Sunday, April 27: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Philadelphia
x-Wednesday, April 30: at N.Y. Rang-

ers
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Minnesota vs. Colorado

Thursday: at Colorado
Saturday: at Colorado
Monday: at Minnesota
Thursday, April 24: at Minnesota
x-Saturday, April 26: at Colorado
x-Monday, April 28: at Minnesota
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Colorado

Chicago vs. St. Louis
Thursday: at St. Louis
Saturday: at St. Louis
Monday: at Chicago
Wednesday, April 23: at Chicago
x-Friday, April 25: at St. Louis
x-Sunday, April 27: at Chicago
x-Tuesday, April 29: at St. Louis

Anaheim 1, Dallas 0
Wednesday: Anaheim 4, Dallas 3
Friday: at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Monday: at Dallas
Wednesday, April 23: at Dallas
x-Friday, April 25: at Anaheim
x-Sunday, April 27: at Dallas
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Anaheim

Los Angeles vs. San Jose
Thursday: at San Jose
Sunday: at San Jose
Tuesday: at Los Angeles
Thursday, April 24: at Los Angeles
x-Saturday, April 26: at San Jose
x-Monday, April 28: at Los Angeles
x-Wednesday, April 30: at San Jose

Blues put
big hopes
in Miller

BY R.B. FALLSTROM

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Exactly as advertised, 
Ryan Miller came to the St. Louis Blues 
and the goals-against number went down.

Until the Blues started losing bodies.
They’re hoping to get everyone on a

lengthy injury list back sometime in the
first round of the playoffs against the rival
Chicago Blackhawks, and help Miller
again be the cool, calm save machine they
assumed they’d acquired. The Blues, who 
had been contending for the Presidents’ 
Trophy before their late-season fade,
opened Thursday at home as the No. 3 seed
in the Western Conference against the de-
fending Stanley Cup champions.

Miller won his first four starts and seven 
of eight after the Blues, billing him as the
improvement they needed to make a deep
run, acquired him from Buffalo. He fin-
ished 0-5 with a 3.82 goals-against average
and woeful .856 save percentage.

Preparing for his first postseason since
2010-11, Miller said the raw numbers make
everything look a lot worse than it’s been.

“I feel like I’m in a pretty good place,
honestly,” Miller said. “I know people
probably will take that and just chop it up
and laugh about it, but I feel pretty good. I
can compete.”

The Los Angeles Kings eliminated the
Blues the previous two seasons behind
brilliant play from Jonathan Quick, reason
enough to break up the Jaroslav Halak-
Brian Elliott tandem. The day he made the
deal, general manager Doug Armstrong 
acknowledged the franchise sought that
extra little bit of help.

Miller hasn’t won since shutting out the
Stars on April 1 and in his last 11 times 
out, minus key personnel in the lineup, the
opposition has scored three or more goals
nine times. Miller is another question
mark on a franchise that’s short on playoff 
success.

“There’s always going to be things that 
make you doubt what can happen, there’s 
going to be things that make you believe in
the worst kind of situations, that you’re not 
going to be able to do it,” Miller said. “But
this group and our fans and everybody
around us need to understand we’re going
to have to have perseverance and have to
have a good attitude about facing those
situations and doing it the right way.” 

Bruins’ Bergeron gets
charge from Olympics

The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Mass.

For Boston Bruins center Patrice 
Bergeron, the 2014 Olympics were 
about more than winning a second gold 
medal with Canada.

The Sochi Games were a confidence boost 
that he harnessed when he returned to perhaps 
the best of his 10 NHL seasons.

The top-seeded Bruins need Bergeron to 
maintain his outstanding play when they face 
the eighth-seeded Detroit Red Wings in their 
first-round playoff series beginning Friday 
night.

“It’s the best I’ve seen him, period,” Bru-
ins general manager Peter Chiarelli said. “He 
started maybe as the 13th forward over there in 
Sochi, and everyone saw what he can do, and he 
was basically on the top line at the end.

“It helped his pace. It helped his tempo, and 
you know you see him shoot the puck better this 
year. He’s had a terrific year. And, of course, 
the whole two-way component of his game is so 
good. It’s always good. It’s not by accident you 
hear his name in the Hart Trophy conversation. 
That doesn’t surprise me at all.”

While it’s a long shot that Bergeron will even 
be among the finalists for MVP this season, 
he is a favorite to win the Selke Trophy as the 
league’s best defensive forward for the second 
time.

His plus-38 was a career-best, and he finished 
third in the NHL in faceoff percentage at 58.6. 
Without losing any of his defensive reliability, 
Bergeron also became an offensive force. His 
30 goals tied Jarome Iginla for the team lead 
and marked the second time he reached that 

level in his career. He scored 31 goals in 2005-
06 but was only a plus-3 that season.

Bergeron agreed the Olympics gave him 
more faith in his ability to add offensive punch 
to his high-caliber defensive game.

“I think it helped. Even last time it helped me 
in 2010 (at the Vancouver Olympics),” he said 
Wednesday. “I think it always helps you when 
you play with such great players and on a big 

stage like that. ”
 A prime example of 

Bergeron’s leadership 
came the last time he 
and the Bruins were 
on the ice for a playoff 
game. In a Game 6 loss 
that clinched last year’s 
Stanley Cup for the Chi-
cago Blackhawks, he 
played with a cracked 
rib, punctured lung and 
separated shoulder. He 
was taken to a hospital 
immediately after the 
game.

Now mostly healthy, 
Bergeron hopes for a 

lengthy postseason run by the Bruins, who won 
the Presidents’ Trophy for the best regular-
season record. They’ve also been the higher 
seed the past three seasons, but they’ve been 
pushed to seven games in the opening round 
each time. They beat the Montreal Canadiens 
at the start of their run to the 2011 Stanley Cup 
championship and defeated the Toronto Maple 
Leafs last season.

But the Bruins lost to the Washington Capi-
tals in 2012. 

‘ I think it 
always helps 
you when 
you play with 
such great 
players and 
on a big 
stage like 
that. ’
Patrice Bergeron

Bruins center

LM OTERO/AP

St. Louis goalie Ryan Miller, right, 
finished the regular season 0-5 after the 
Blues acquired him from Buffalo.

CHUCK MYERS/MCT

Boston center Patrice Bergeron finished with a career-best plus-38 and scored 30 goals for the second time in his career.
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for Dallas, but his playoff experi-
ence is minimal. Philadelphia’s 
Steve Mason is in that category, 
too.

With the suspense out of the 
way, here are six candidates with 
the potential to be that next im-
penetrable presence between the 
pipes over the next two months:

1Sergei Bobrovsky: The 
25-year-old Russian 
known affectionately as 
“Bob” has helped steer Co-

lumbus to the playoffs for just the 
second time in franchise history. 
Bobrovsky had five shutouts and 
was ninth in the NHL this season 
with his .923 save percentage. 
The Pittsburgh Penguins pose a 
significant challenge as the open-
ing opponent, but Bobrovsky has 
stolen many games for the Blue 
Jackets.

2Jonathan Quick: There’s 
no need to know more than 
this: Two years ago, Quick 
won the Conn Smythe Tro-

phy after yielding just 29 goals in 
20 playoff games for the Los An-
geles Kings on the way to their 
first title.

3Jimmy Howard: The De-
troit Red Wings stretched 
their remarkable streak 
of making the playoffs 

to 23 straight years, but they’re 
lined up in the bracket against 
the mighty Boston Bruins. With 
Howard minding the net, maybe 
this banged-up bunch can pull off 
the upset. Top seeds falling in the 
first round, after all, are hardly 

historic NHL moments. The U.S. 
Olympic team member made 35 
saves in a 3-2 win on April 2 over 
Boston, the defending Eastern 
Conference champion and winner 
of the 2011 Stanley Cup. Perhaps 
that planted a seed of doubt in the 
minds of the Bruins.

4Semyon Varlamov: Just 
like his Hall of Fame coach 
Patrick Roy, Varlamov has 
the makeup to carry a 

team a long way if his young and 
potent forwards aren’t fazed. One 
of the Vezina Trophy front-run-
ners, Varlamov led the league 
with 41 victories and was third 
with a .927 save percentage.

5Ilya Bryzgalov: One of four 
goalies to play at least 12 
games for Minnesota this 
season, Bryzgalov was 

fetched at the trade deadline for 
a fourth-round draft pick. He has 
a spotty track record in playoffs 
past with Phoenix and Phila-
delphia, but he came through 
when the Wild needed him most, 
posting a 7-3-1 record and 2.12 
goals-against average since his 
acquisition from Edmonton.

6Anders Lindback: Lind-
back left some shaky ear-
lier performances behind 
him by going 3-0 with a 

0.67 goals-against average over 
the final three games to help 
Tampa Bay lock up home-ice ad-
vantage for the first round against 
the Montreal Canadiens. This 
is Ben Bishop’s job, having set a 
Lightning record with 37 wins, 
but he hurt his elbow last week, 
leaving the job to Lindback.

Eye: Several goalies have a chance to carry their teams a long way

JOHN WOODS, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

In his first season behind the bench, Hall of Fame goaltender Patrick Roy guided 
Colorado to a franchise-record 52 wins and the Central Division championship.

Roy makes correct
moves in first year

BY PAT GRAHAM

The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.

Patrick Roy’s fiery personality was 
on full display in the opening game 
when the Colorado coach got into 
a heated exchange with Anaheim, 

banging his hands again and again on the 
glass partition until it tilted.

That eruption set a tone for the sea-
son: The Avalanche weren’t going to be 
pushovers.

Not with the combustible Hall of Fame 
goaltender taking over behind the bench.

Roy guided this franchise — the one he 
led to two Stanley Cup titles as a player 
— back into the playoffs by tying a team 
record with 52 wins. They played Min-
nesota in a first-round series that began 
Thursday.

“Patrick is the ultimate winner. He 
doesn’t accept anything less than win-
ning,” backup goaltender Jean-Sebastien 
Giguere said. “He did that as a player and 
he’s doing that as a coach.

“He does that when he plays golf, he does 
that when he plays cards, he does every-
thing to win. And that has really translated 
to our team. He changed the whole mental-
ity in this room, and it shows every time we 

go out on the ice. We play to win, so it’s fun
to see that.”

As for that volatile temper, the players
insist they rarely see it inside the locker
room — not after a bad period or a tough
loss. This is their team, Roy said from the
day he was brought on board, and he was 
there more for support than to scold. He
was partnering with them, not ruling them
with an iron fist.

The breathing room allowed the youth-
ful Avalanche to make some mistakes and 
learn from them.

“They need to have someone who they
can come up to and talk,” said Roy, who’s
the fifth coach in NHL history to win 50 or
more games in his first season. “It’s their
system.”

 Roy has been a little unorthodox in run-
ning the team: From pulling his goalie 
with two, three, sometimes four minutes 
remaining if they’re down a goal to as-
sembling them at center ice after a prac-
tice and having them all yell “team” at the
same time.

“If we want to be different than we’ve
been in past years, then we have to do
things differently,” captain Gabriel Lan-
deskog said. “It’s been great to see his point
of view on things. You see the team that we
are. You see the team that we’ve become. ” 

CHRIS O’MEARA/AP

Tampa Bay goalie Anders Lindback, left, moves to his right but can’t stop Montreal left wing Thomas 
Vanek from scoring Wednesday during the third period of Game 1 of the teams’ first-round playoff series 
in Tampa, Fla. Lindback stopped 39 of 44 shots but Montreal won 5-4 in overtime.
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Columbus goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky is 
32-20-5 this season, 
but lost his only start 
against first-round 
playoff opponent 
Pittsburgh.
LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Heating up
BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

The NHL playoffs have arrived, 
which means it’s time for the 
goalies to get going.

As simplistic as the adage 
can be, predictions of the Stanley Cup 
champion often tilt toward the guy in the 
crease producing the biggest saves of 
the spring. Hoisting the hallowed trophy 
is hard to do without a hot goalie.

So who are the ones to watch this 
time?

Corey Crawford was the winner last 
year with Chicago, so let’s skip him. 
League-leading Boston, with the stel-

lar Tuukka Rask in goal, is probably too 
obvious.

Similarly, we’ll pass over other top-five 
seeds with well-established netminders 
who finished among the league leaders 
this season: Pittsburgh and Marc-Andre 
Fleury, the New York Rangers and Hen-
rik Lundqvist, and Montreal’s Carey 
Price.

Some of the bigger names struggled 
toward the end and aren’t taking much 
momentum into the playoffs: Anaheim’s 
Jonas Hiller, St. Louis’ Ryan Miller and 
San Jose’s Antti Niemi.

Kari Lehtonen had a strong season
SEE EYE ON PAGE 63

NHL PLAYOFFS

Keep an eye on these goalies


